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19 Claims.

This invention relates to foldable tables adapt-
ed to be used for card playing and other purposes,
to which folding portable tables are customarily
put. .

5 It is an object of the invention to provide a
table of the kind referred to which is light, inex-
pensive and capable of being folded into a very
flat condition, but which may be set up quickly
and easily, and which is sturdy and serviceable in
use.

To these ends it is a feature of the preferred
embodiment of the invention that the body of
the table is composed of a single piece of sheet
material such as cardboard having fold or score
lines defining the boundaries of the top, and
marginal extensions beyond the fold lines, adapt-
ed to be folded downwardly and inwardly to form
substantial reinforcements for the edges of the
top.

20 It is a further feature that the legs are formed
of sheet material such as cardboard, each leg
comprising a main panel adapted to be hingedly
attached to the body, and side panels hinged to
the main panel, the several panels of a single
leg keing adapted to be disposed in coplanar rela-
tion against the bottom of the body, or in angu-
lar relation to form substantially polyhedral legs.

In accordance with a further feature of the in-
vention, a brace is provided in association with
each leg, the brace being also formed of sheet
material and adapted o interfit with the side
panels of the leg to retain said panels in fixed
angular relation to one another.

Tables made in accordance with the invention
are so inexpensive and embody so little material
that they are exceptionally well adapted for use
at picnics and in the contagious wards of hos-
pitals. They can be burned when soiled or con-
taminated without undue extravagance and with-
40 out substantial inconvenience.

In accordance with further and more specific
features of the preferred embodiment of the in-
vention, the downturned flanges of the body are
caused to engage edges of the legs, and the ends
of the inturned flanges of the body are caused to
engage the outer faces of the side panels of the
legs. The inturned flanges are further provided
with notches for embracing the braces when the
latter are turned down whereby the braces act to
retain the inturned flanges in operative position,
and the flanges act to retain the braces in down-
turned operative position. All hinged connec-
tions are desirably provided by scoring and folding
the sheet material. )
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Other objects and advantages will hereinafter
appear.

In the drawings forming part of this specifi-
cation:

Figure 1 is a bottom plan view of a card table g
embodying a preferred form of the present in-
vention. The legs are shown collapsed and the
marginal extensions unfolded as the structure
would appear when knocked down for storage;

Figure 2 is a view in elevation on a smaller scale g
than Figure 1 showing the table of Figure 1
erected;

Figure 3 is a fragmentary perspective view
showing one corner of the erected table;

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3 illustrat- 15
ing another form of embodiment of the invention;

Figure 5 is a fragmentary plan view of another
embodiment of the invention in knocked down
form; and

Pigure 6 is a fragmentary plan view of a corner
of the erected table of Figure 5.

The illustrative table of Figures 1 to 3 com-
prises a body [ of sheet material, such as card-
board, having fold or score lines 2 defining the
boundaries of a top portion 3, and dividing the
top portion from flanges 4 which are adapted to
be folded to form side flanges. The flanges 4
are divided by score lines. 5 which extend parallel
to the fold lines 2 and which divide the flanges
4 from portions 6§ which are adapted to form 30
inturned locking flanges. At each corner of the
body provision is made of a brace piece 7 of
suitable sheet material. The brace piece 7 com-
prises a central body portion which is fixedly se-
cured in any suitable manner to the top 3. At.
the inner side the brace piece includes a brace 8
which is foldable downward about a fold line 8q.
At the outer side the brace piece includes an ex-
tension 9 which is foldable downward about a
fold line 8a. Each extension 9 has fixed to it a
leg piece 10 which is formed of suitable sheet ma-
terial such as cardboard.

Each leg piece comprises a central main panel
{1, which is fixedly secured in any suitable man-
ner to the extension 8 of the brace piece 1. Each a5
leg portion also comprises two side panels which
are divided from the main panel {{ by fold or
score lines 13 which are desirably downwardly
convergent. The side panels are foldable about
the fold lines I3 when the legs are erected, to 50
form with the main panel a partially closed poly-
hedron desirably having the appearance and form
illustrated in Figure 3. 'The side panels are pro-
vided near the upper ends thereof with aligned
notches 4. The brace 8 is made yoke-shaped, 55
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being provided with an opening (5 which is
adapted to embrace and fit against the jutting
portions of the side panels which lie above the
notches 14. The central portion of the brace
enters and fits the notches {4, engaging hoth the
upper and lower boundary walls thereof. Each
brace includes a tongue {6 which engages the
inner faces of the side panels for a distance below
the notches 14. It will be seen that the tongue 16
limits approach of the. side panels toward one
another, while the yoke limits the separation of
the side panels from one another. The yoke,
moreover, by reason of its engagement with the
upper and lower boundary walls of the notches,
serves as a thrust transmitting or welght sup-
porting element.

When the legs and the as5001ated braces have
been folded into the condition thus far described,
namely, that illustrated in Figure 3, the marginal
portions 4 are folded down and the marginal por-
tions: 6 are folded in. Each marginal portion &
is provided with slots {7 near the opposite ends
thereof, each slot being adapted to interfit with
the central part of one of the braces. The ma-
terials of the table body and brace are slightly
yielding, and since the braces do not lie in the
planes of rotation of the extension 6, the exten-
sions are sprung into inferfitting relation with
the braces and are frictionally retained against
retrograde movement. Upward movement of the
flanges § is limited by engagement with the lower
edges of the side pieces of the brace 8, the side
pieces being of the same height as the flanges 4.

The corners of the main panels run. substan-
tially to the score lines 2 and hence, when the
legs are formed and the portions 4 are folded
downward, the portions 4 are adapted to be lim-

ited in their swinging movement{ by engagement -
The ends 18 of the.

with the edges of the legs.
portion 6 are formed to engage. the outer faces
of the side panels of the legs, and hence to co-
operate. with the yoke portion of the brace in
preventing separation of the side panels.

‘When the table is fully formed and erected in
the manner described, it is found to be of sur-
prising strength. A person may sit upon the cor-
ner of the table without apparently putting any
undue strain upon it. Between the corners sub-
stantial rigidity is prov1ded by the downturned
flanges.

‘When it is desired to store the table the ﬁange

portions are folded outward, the braces are folded’

down flat against the lower face of the table body,
the leg panels are folded into coplanar relation-

ship, and the leg pieces are then foided flat against-

the lower face of the table body as illustrated in
Figure 1.
and extremely thin. The material of which the
table is constructed is cheap and the construc-
tion and assembly are very simple..

The embodiment of Figure 4 is generally sim-
ilar to that of Figures 1 to:3.
table is the same as that of Pigures 1 to 3 and
hence corresponding numerals have been applied

to the parts of the body and these parts will not™

be described again. The differences relate to the
leg and brace structure. In Figure 4 each brace
is made of the same piece of material as the as-
sociated leg. - This piece of material comprises a
brace portion 19, a body portion 20 and a leg
portion 21. The body portion 20 is-fixedly se-
cured to the table top, and the brace portion 18
and the leg portion 21 are hingedly secured to
the body portion 20, being divided from the body

portion 20 by fold or score lines. 22 and 23, re--.

The folded table is extremely light"

The body of: the.
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spectively. The leg portion comprises a main
panel 24 and side panels 25 and 26 which are
divided from the main panel by downwardly con-
vergent score lines which desirably converge
downwardly. The side panels in this instance
are arranged to be folded into edge contact with
one another so that a substantially complete in-
verted truncated pyramid is formed.

Each side panel includes an integral exten-
sion 27 which-is unitary with the side panel and
divided therefrom by a fold line 28. The ex-
tensions 27 are adapted to be disposed exteriorly
of the space enclosed by the panel and in juxta-
posed relation to one another. The extensions 27
have aligned angular notches 29, and the brace
18 is provided with a portion adapted to enter the
notches and simultaneously to engage the upper
and lower boundary walls thereof. The brace {8
is provided with a slot 30 formed to embrace and
fit the jutting portions of the extensions 27 which
lie above the notches 29. The flanges § of the
table -body: cooperate with the brace 19 in the
same manner in which the flanges 6 of Figure 1
cooperate with the brace 8.

In the embodiment of Figures 5 and 6 the gen-
eral features of construction are the same as be-
fore. The table body comprises a top bounded
by fold lines 2¢ and having successive flange
portions 4¢ and 6a. At each corner a leg piece
fBa of sheet material is provided composed of a
main panel 1 l¢ hinged to the body and side panels
{2¢ hinged to the main panel,

In this instance, however, the side panels (2a
are provided with ears or extensions 30 and 31,
the ear 30 being at the upper extremity of the
side panel upon which it is formed, and the ear
2{ lying just. below the ear 30 in position to.cross
and engage the same when the leg piece is fold-

ed. The flanges 6a are provided with ears 32

which -enter.slots 33 in the side panels 12a for
retaining the flanges 6a in horizontal positions.

This embodiment of the invention differs sub-
stantially from the embodiments previously de-
scribed in that provision is made of diagonally
extending brace pieces 34 which are also desirably
of sheet material such as cardboard. Each brace
piece -extends from a point near a corner of the
top-to a point near the center thereof, and com-
prises a body portion 35 fixed to the table topand
a foldable brace 36 which is divided from the por-
tion 35 by a fold line 37 that extends substantially
along a diagonal of the table top. The brace 36
is adapted to be folded downward to a vertical po-
sition- prior to the folding of the associated leg,
and is received between the adjacent edges of the
side panels of the folded leg. The portion 36 is
provided with an opening 38 through which the
ears 30 and 31 are fitted. The height of this
opening is such that the member 36 presses the
ears firmly against one another, being assisted
in this function by the table top and the portion
35 of the brace piece fixed thereto.

The brace 36 is also provided with an extending
ear 39 for bracing the table corner, which ear
protrudes  outward beyond the main panel tla
and-plays in an arcuate opening 40 formed in the
main panel.

The diagonal braces add materially to the
rigidity of the table top and to the ﬁrmness and
strength of the entire structure.
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Tables embodying the invention are adapted

to be manufactured and sold in assembled form
as illustrated. Since the assembly is so simple,

however, it is also contemplated that the several

units composing the table may be sold as sep-
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arate articles of commerce for assembly by the
purchaser.

‘While I have illustrated and described in detail
certain preferred forms of my invention, it is to
be understood that changes may be made there-

in and the invention embodied in other structures.’

I do not, therefore, desire to limit myself to the
specific constructions illustrated, but intend to
cover my invention broadly in whatever form its
principle may be utilized. :

I claim: -

1. A foldable table comprising a body, legs of
sheet material, each leg comprising a main panel
foldably connected to the body, and side panels
foldably connected to the main panel, said panels
being adapted to be disposed in a single plane
and in juxtaposed relation to the lower side of the
body for storage and to be folded substantially
into the form of an inverted truncated pyramid
for serving as a support, and means for engaging
the side panels to retain them releasably in their
folded position.

2. A foldable table comprising a body, legs of
sheet material, each leg comprising a main panel
foldably connected at its upper end to the body,
2 side panel foldably connected to the main panel
and adapted to be disposed either in coplanar or
angular relation to the main panel, and means
for releasably retaining the side panel in sub-
stantially fixed angular relation to the main
panel. -

3. A foldable table comprising a body of semi-
rigid sheet material, legs of sheet material di-
vided into panels adapted to be disposed either
in coplanar -or angular relation to one another,
braces foldably attached to the body and adapted
to interfit with the leg panels and marginal exten-
sions on the body adapted to be folded down and
in and having portions formed to interfit with the
braces.

4. A foldable table comprising a body of semi-
rigid sheet material, legs of sheet material divided
into panels adapted to be disposed either in co-
planar or angular relation to one another, braces
foldably attached to the body and adapted to in-
terfit with the leg panels and marginal extensions
on the body adapted to be folded down and in and
having portions formed to interfit with the braces
and to engage the outer faces of the folded panels
to assist in fixing the angular relationship of
the latter.

5. A foldable table comprising a body, legs of
sheet material, each leg comprising a main panel
foldably connected at its upper end to the body
portion, and side panels integral with the main
panel and foldable relatively thereto, said side
panels having aligned notches near the upper
ends thereof, a yoke-shaped brace of sheet ma-
terial foldably connected to the body, said brace
being foldable downward to enter the side panel
notches and to embrace the jutting portions of
the side panels lying above the notches for pre-
venting separation of the side panels, and hav-
ing a spacing extension received between the side
panels below the notches for preventing approach
of the panels, and means for retaining the brace
in down-folded condition.

6. A foldable table comprising a body, legs of
sheet material, each leg comprising a main panel
foldably connected at its upper end to the body,
and side panels integral with the main panel and
foldable relatively thereto, said side panels hav-
ing aligned notches near the upper ends thereof,
a yoke-shaped brace of sheet material foldably
connected to the body, said brace being foldable

3

downward to enter the side panel notches and
engage the upper and. lower houndary walls
thereof and to embrace the jutting portions of the
side panels lying above the notches for prevent-
ing separation of the side panels, and having
a .spacing ‘extension received between the side
panels below the notches for preventing approach
of the panels, and means for retaining the brace
in down-folded condition.

7. A foldable table comprising a body, legs of
sheet material, each leg comprising a main panel
foldably connected at its upper end to the body,
and side panels integral with the main panel and
foldable relatively thereto, said side panels hav-
ing aligned notches near the upper ends thereof,
a yoke-shaped brace of sheet material foldably
connected to the body, said brace being foldable
downward to enter the sidé panel notches and to
embrace the jutting portions of the side panels
lying above the notches for preventing separa-
tion of the side panels, and unitary extensions
provided .on the body and foldable downward
and inward fo engage the outer faces of the side
panels and to interfit with the brace. :

8. A foldable table comprising a body and leg
portions permanently foldably connected thereto,
said body being of semi-rigid sheet material and
including a fop portion and marginal portions
foldably connected to the top and adapted to be

. folded down and in to form edge reinforcements,

and means permanently connected to the top
for releasably retaining the folded marginal por-
tions in folded condition, the marginal portions
being also capable of being unfolded into co-
planar relation with the top portion.

9. A foldabie table comprising a top formed
of a single piece of cardboard and legs each
formed of a single piece of cardboard and piv-
otally conneeted to said top, said top having
marginal portions scored along parallel lines to
facilitate the forming of successive downturned
and inturned flanges, and each leg piece being
scored along downwardly extending lines to facili-
tate the forming of polyhedral legs said marginal
portions being collapsible into the plane of the
central top portion and said legs being foldable
flat against the lower side of the central top
portion. '

10. A foldable table comprising a top formed of

a single piece of cardboard and legs, each formed :

of a single piece of cardboard and pivotally con-
nected to said top, said top having marginal por-
tions scored along parallel lines to facilitate the
forming of successive downturned and inturned
flanges, and each leg piece being scored along
downwardly  converging lines to facilitate the
forming of polyhedral legs, and said leg and
flange portions having mutually engaging and
supporting portions adapted to be manipulated
into non-supporting relation for collapsing.

11. A foldable table comprising a top formed of
a single piece of cardboard and legs, each formed
of a single piece of cardboard, said top having
marginal portions scored along parallel lines to
facilitate the forming of successive downturned
and inturned flanges, and each leg piece being
scored along downwardly converging lines to
facilitate the forming of polyhedral legs, the ar-
rangement being such that the leg edges formed
by folding of the legs will engage the inner faces
of the downturned flanges.

12. A foldable table comprising a top formed of
a single piece of cardboard and legs, each formed
of a single piece of cardboard, said .top having
marginal portions scored along parallel lines to

0

15

20

25

35

40

45

70

%5



(%23

10

]
(&)

30

[v2]
<

4

facilitate. the forming of successive downturned
and inturned flanges, and each leg piece being
scored along downwardly converging lines to
facilitate the forming of polyhedral legs, the ar-
rangement being such that the leg edges formed
by folding of the legs will engage the inner faces
of the downturned flanges and the extremities

of the inturned flanges engage outer faces of the:

formed legs.

13. A foldable table comprising a body, leg por-
tions of sheet material forming panels adapted to
be disposed either in coplanar or angular rela-
tion to one another, and braces hingedly attached
to the body and adapted to interfit with the leg
portions, each brace being formed of the same
piece of material as the associated leg portion.

“14. A foldable table comprising a body, leg
portions of sheet material forming panels adapted
to be disposed either in coplanar or angular rela-
tion to one another, and braces foldably at-
tached to the body and adapted to interfit with
the leg portions, each brace being formed of a
piece of sheet material distinet from the asso-
ciated leg portion and having a folding exten-
sion to which the leg portion is fixedly attached.

-15. A foldable table comprising a body, leg por-
tions each comprising a main panel foldably con-
nected to the body, side panels foldably connected
to the main panel and foldable to form therewith
a substantially closed polyhedron, foldable exten-
sions on the side panels adapted to be disposed
exteriorly thereof and in juxtaposed relation to
one another, said extensions having  aligned
notches, and a brace associated with each leg
and foldably connected to the body and hav-

ing a portion adapted to enter the notches and to-

2,050,840
engage the upper and lower boundary walls

thereof, said brace having a slot arranged to re-
ceive and fit the jutting portions of the exten-
sions located above the notches.

16. A structure as set forth in claim 15 Where-'

in each brace is formed of the same piece of
material as the associated leg portions.

17. -A structure as set forth in claim 15 where-
in each brace and  associated leg portion are
formed of a single piece -of cardboard and the
foldability is provided by fold lines. o

18.. A foldable table comprising a body, legs of
sheet material, each-leg comprising a main panel
foldably connected to’ the body: and side panels
foldably connected to the main panel and fold-
able substantially into edge contact, and diagonal
braces of sheet material foldably connected to
the body -and adapted to be disposed at right
angles thereto, each brace comprising a portion
adapted to be received between the side panels
of an associated leg and to be held in bracing
position by said panels.

~19. A foldable table :comprising a body, legs
of sheet material, each leg comprising. a main
panel foldably connected to the body and side
panels foldably connected to the main panel and
foldable substantially into edge contact, and di-
agonal braces of sheet material foldably con-
nected to the body and adapted to be disposed
at right ‘angles thereto, each brace comprising
a portion adapted to be received between the
side panels of an associated leg and to be held

_in bracing position by said panels, and each brace
having portions arranged to hold one of the-

panels of the associated leg in pla.ce when the
table is erected.
JOHN- V. I-IORR.
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