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This invention relates to Shoes and has for 
itS primary object the provision of a, shoe pro 
Viding extraordinary Wearing comfort. 

In al Shoes of the conventionali construction, 
the Vamp portion is attached to the sole by 
stitching or other fastening means extending 
around the edges of the Vamp and Securing the 
Same to the sole adjacent to the edges of the sole. 
Such an attachment of the vamp portion of the 
shoeupper to the sole provides a housing for the 
toes Which While possessing a certain degree of 
flexibility Within the confines of the Stitching or 
fastening means extending about its edges, nev 
ertheless fails to provide free lateral flexibility 
to the toe-enclosing or Vamp part of the shoe. 

It is to enhance this flexibility that this con 
Struction is intended, and also to provide con 
formability of the shoe to the toe portion of the 
foot, resulting in greater comfort in Wear. 
MCre particularly, the invention contemplates 

the provision of a shoe having a vamp portion 
attached to the sole or to the insole and sock 
lining by One or more lines of Stitching extend 
ing along or adjacent to the longitudinal center 
line of the Shoe. Such a “single-pointº attach 
ment of the Vamp portion of the Shoe provides 
ready conformability of the Vamp portion of the 
shoe to the part of the foot Whichit encloses. It 
permits lateral distortion of Such portions of the 
Vamp as may be necessary to enable that portion 
of the Shoe to conform to irregularities in toe 
formation, and affords comfort in the toe por 
tion of the Shoe heretofore unknown. 

In the accompanying draWing forming a part 
hereof, Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a, shoe con 
structed in accordance With the invention; Fig. 
2 is a plan view of the vamp portion of the shoe, 
shoWing one means of attaching the vamp por 
tion to the Sole; Fig. 3 is a similar VieW showing 
the method of attaching the Vamp as is disclosed 
in Fig. 1; Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a, dif 
ferent style of shoe, showing the invention in 
corporated therein; and Fig. 5 is a Sectional View 
on the line 5-5 of Fig. 4. 
With reference to the construction shown in 

Fig. 1, indicates the sole of the shoe and 2 
the heel, the Same being of conventional con 
struction and having its upper face covered by 
the usual insole 4 (Fig. 5) enclosed and covered 
by the sock-lining 3. While the shoes shown in 
the accompanying drawing are of novel design, 
it will be understood that the general design of 
the shoes disclosed forms no part of the present 
invention, the same relating to the affixment of 
the Vamp portion of the Shoe to the Sole. 

(CI. 36-2.5) 
In the type of shoe shown in Fig. 1, the upper 

consists primarily of the crossed strap portions 
4, 5 Which co-operate in the formation of a 
toe-embracing portion 6, Which is in the form 
of a loop and extends completely around the front 
or toe portion of the foot. This toe embracing 
portion of the shoe is secured solely to the insole 
and Sock-lining at a single central longitudinal 
line Of the Shoe by One Or nore lines of Stitching 
or other fastening means as indicated at . The 
location of the securing stitches 7 is Such that 
the Same are disposed at or adiacent the center 
line of the Shoe, So that the entire toe embracing 
portion of the Shoe is, except for this “single 
pointº attachment, free of Securement to the Sole 
of the shoe and may thus, Without restraint, 
shape itself readilly to the iregularities in the 
forward portion of the foot. 
In the Structure shoWn in FigS. 1 and 3, the 

toe-embracing portion 6 of the shoe is attached 
to the sole portion by being stitched through the 
sock-lining 3 and insole 4. In the modified con 
struction shown in Fig. 2 Spacedslits 9 are pro 
Vided in the Sock-lining and insole, and the ends 
of the strap portions 4 and 5 are inserted in said 
slits and Secured therein by the lines of Stitch 
ing 0. Any other method of attaching the toe 
embracing portion of theshoe to the Sole may be 
employed, providing that the location of the 
point or points of attachment of the toe-embrac 
ing portion to the sole be Well inwardly toWard 
the center line of the Shoe So that the major 
portion of the under Surface of the foot in the 
toe-embracing portion of the shoe is free from 
attachment to the Sole of the Shoe. 

In Fig. 4 another type of shoe is disclosed in 
Which the invention is employed. Therein the 
entire upper of the shoe, from the rear end of 
the same to the point indicated at i? is attached 
to the Sole and heel of the shoe in the conven 
tional Way, namely, by attachment of its edges to 
the sole and heel of the shoe. HoWever, from 
the point i forwardlythrough the toe-embracing 
portion of the shoe, the shoe upper is attached 
solely along its longitudinal center line, as by 
the lines of Stitching 2, thereby providing in a 
Shoe of this type, the conformability of the toe 
embracing portion readily attained in the San 
dal type of Fig. 1. 
As heretofore stated, the invention may be 

readily incorporated in shoes of almost any de 
Sign, those herein shown being merely illustrative 
of several designs i\ which the invention may 
be utilized andare nù to be taken as limiting 
the use of the invention to. Such types of ShoeS. 

5 

0 

15 

20 

25 

40 

50 

55 



10 

2) 

2 
Moreover, in herein stating that the toe-embrac 
ing portion of the shoe is solely attached to the 
sole by “single-pointº attachment, We do not 
mean to limit the said attachment to the use of 

- a single line of stitching extending down the 
center or medium line of the shoe, but Wish this 
tern to include any attachment of the toe-en 
bracing portion to the Shoe Which is remote from 
the edges of the sole So that an appreciable por 
tion of the under surface of the foot in the toe 
portion thereof is not confined flatWise against 
the Sole by the restraint of the toe-embracing 
portion of the Shoe. 
What We claim iS: 
1. A shoe haVing an upper including a toe-em 

bracing portion, a sole to which a portion of the 
upper isattached, the toe-embracing portion hav 
ing the part which extends on the under side 
of the foot attached to the sole solely along the 
central longitudinal line of the Sole. 

2. A shoe haVing an upper including a toe-em 
bracing portion, a sole to Which a portion of the 

2,234,066 
upper is conventionally attached, the toe-em 
bracing portion haVing the part Which extends 
on the under side of the foot attached to the 
sole only by one ormore adjacent lines of Stitch 
ing extending adjacent to the central longitudinal 
line of the Sole. 

3. In a shoe a Sole, an Upper attached there 
to, said upper including a toe-embracing portion 
having the part Which extends on the under 
side of the foot attached to the sole solely at the 
center of the toe-embracing portion. 

4. A shoe haVing an upper, a Sole to Which the 
Upper is Secured, Said upper haVing a toe-embrac 
ing portion, stitching extending through the low 
er part of the toe-embracing portion, and at 
taching it to the sole, said stitching being located 
adjacent to the central longitudinal line of the 
Sole and constituting the sole means of attaching 
the toe-embracing portion of the upper to the 
Sole. 

MABEL VVENKEL. 
CHARLES A. JULIANELLI. 
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