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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLEs M. DALSEN, 

of the city and county of Philadelphia and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new. 
and useful Improvement in Hatch ways; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and precise description of the same, ref. 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ing which forms part of this specification, and 
is a side view of my safety-hatch way. 
My invention relates to hatch ways and ele 

vators used in mercantile establishments; and 
has for its olject the prevention of those acci 
dents which happen so constantly from care 
lessness and dangerous construction. It con 
sists in attaching to all beams, rafters, gird 
ers, or joists which face upon the passage-way 
of the elevator and come in close contact with 
the same in its ascent and descent, of an an 
gled plane or surface of wood, metal, or other 
substance, so adjusted in its inclination that, 
whereas under the present system an absolute 
breaking would result to any substance becom 
ing caught between the elevator and the batch, 
now, by the application of this inclined plane, 
any substance projecting beyond the elevator 
is struck upon the inclined plane and driven 
gradually inward upon the floor of the ele 
vator as the same ascends. It consists, fur 
ther, in constructing the hatchways themselves 
obliquely, instead of attaching a plane, when 
the invention is applied to a building in course 

of erection. It will then be plainly manifest 
that my device is equally applicable to old and 
new buildings. When applied to old the plane 
may be adjusted and arranged as shown in the 
drawing at A; but when applied to new, as 
at B. - 

The constant danger to life and limb is 
greatly lessened, because, if a limb be project 
ing, it is struck by the plane and driven grad 
ually out of danger, when the contact with 
the limb itself does not give sufficient warn Ing. 
In the drawing, C represents the elevator 

and D the hatch, my improvement being rep 
resented by A and B. 
I do not limit myself to any particular an 

gle or dimension of plane, but contemplate 
adapting it as circumstances may suggest. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent of the United States, is 
A hatchway whose sides consist of planes 

inclined to the line of ascent of the elevator, 
which sides are either constructed in the hatch 
way when new or attached to it, when old, sub 
stantially in the manner and for the purpose 
specified. 

CHAS.M. DALSEN. 
Witnesses: 

J. BONS ALL TAYLOR, 
C. SOLTHALLE. 


