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1MPROVEMENT IN INDEXES. 
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l, O. FLAG6* BULLARD, of the borough of 
| Media, in the county of DelaWare and State 
of Pennsylvania, have imwented certain Im 
prOwementS in . Indexes for any or all pur 
pOSeS for Which indexes are used; but the im 
wention is more particularly adapted to county 
Offices of record, Where Searches are required 
among a large quantity of mameS, affording 
both accuracy in indexing a name and rapidity 
in finding it, S0 that, at m0St, among fifty 
th0uSand nameS not m01re thala a, m0ment'S 
time Would be conSumed in Searching for a par 
ticular mame. 
The following description is Sufficiently full 

and complete to enable any one Skilled in the ' 
manufacture of Such Work to comprehend and 
COinStruct the Same. ^ 
By this system of indexing all nameS are 

claSSified and arranged So that those whose imi 
tialS Of the first as Well as last; naameS are the 
Same are found together. 
All names commencing With the initialS A. 

B, A C, B C, &c.) are alSO arranged in Sepa 
1rate claSSifications. Thus, by using thiS plan 
there are made Six lhundred " and SeWenty-SiX 
classifications, or tWenty-Six for each letter of 
the alphabet. • 
The acc0mpanying Sheet of draWing repre 

Sents my index.-book in perSpectiwe, and the 
arrangement of the letter preceding the Sight 
letter, aS clearly Set forth. 

I make no claim to this claSSification, but 
merely describe it for the purpose of giving a 
clear description 0f the key or Supplemental 
index t0 Said classificati0m, Which iS the Sub 
ject 0f my imwenti0m. 

This alphabetical key is arranged and c0m 
structed as folloWS, and is b0und With the 
book containing the classificationS ab0we re 
ferred to either preceding or following them: 
I S0 arrange the letters of the alphabet upon 
the right-hand margin of twenty-Six leaveS 
that by cutting aWay all but the letter A upon 
the first leaf, all but the letterS A and B on 
the second, all but A, B, and C on the third 
&c. through the Whole twenty-Six letterS and 
leaves, a person, upon Opening the key at A; 
Would have before him the tWenty-Six letterS 
0f the alphabet up0n aS many leaWeS. If the 

key noW be 0pened at B, We Still have in wieW 
the full alphabet, but moW only requiring 
twenty-five leaves, for while opening at B we 
take aWay the letter A on the A-leaf, there is 
another letter A printed or Written. On the 
B-leaf, so that if the key be opened at C we 
Still have in wiew the full alphabet. 
The first leaf of the key haS upon it, but ome 

letter-the letter A-the Second leaf A and B, 
and so on till finally the last leaf haS the 
full alphabet. ~ 

'The letter indicating the point at Which the 
key is opened is used for SurnameS beginning 
With that letter, While the full alphabet in wieW 
is used for Christian nameS, and the figureS 
opposite the letterS designate the page of the 
index where all mameS commencing With thOSe 
initials are to be found. Thus, if the key is 
opened at A, then A is used aSº the initial of · 
the Surnames, and the full alphabet noW in 
wieW, A included, as the initial of Christian 
names. If the key be opened at S, then SiS 
used as the initial of the Surnames, and the 
full alphabet moW in wieW, S included, aS the 
initial of the Christian nameS, &c. 
NoW, to find the name CharleS AgneW, 

open the key at the letter A, the initial of the 
Surname, and 0pp0Site the letter C, the initial 
of the Christian name, the figure 1 is found.' 
*This representS the particular page in the in 
dex where all names commencing With the imi• 
tialS C A are found. 

'To find the name Allen Chegneg', 0pen the 
key at C, and opp0Site A, the figure 3 is found, 
and by turning t0 the page in the index rep• 
resented by this figure, We find all nameS c0m• 
mencing With the initials A C. ? 
The figures in the key 0pp0Site the letterS 

are not arbitrary, but can be arranged to Suit 
any locality or busineSS, changing aS the Space ? 
Set apart for particular claSSificationS change. 
Upon the leaves of the key, and extending 

across both pages, are ruled horizontal and 
perpendicular lines, thuS forming SpaceS for 
the purpose of placing the figureS tO repreSent 
the page of the index upon Which all mameS 
commencing With the initialS required are 
found. 
The Spaces contiguouS to the letterS are first 



2 · · 18B015 

used; but if at any time the Space in the index 
appropriated to a, .particular claSSification of 
names is filled, that classification can be car 
ried to the first_wacant page, and the figure 
repreSenting Such page be placed in the next; 
Space to the left in the key; but the classifica 
tionS may, in nearly all cases, be So arranged 
in reference tO Space required, aS not to re 
quire more than one figure for each one in the 
key for a period of many yearS. 
Hawing described my invention, what I 

claim aS neW iS 

Prowidling a key or Supplemental index, con 
Sisting of the ordinary index-margin, each one 
with all the letters of the alphabet preceding 
the Sight-letter, in the manner and for the pur 
pose Set forth. 

O. F'TAGG BULLARD. 

WitmeSSes : 
' W. B. HUSTON, 

N. IR'. WATATER. 

  


