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To all whon it in Gulf CO7 cei'il,' 
Beit known that I, AUGUST HECK, a citizen 

of Germany, residing at the city of Baltimore, 
in the State of Maryland, have invented cer 

on lines a v and / ly, Fig. 4. Fig. 7 is a per 
spective view of the clamping-button. 

Referring to the drawings, it will be seen 
that the preferred embodiment of my inven 55 

5 tain new and useful Improvements in Chim- tion consists in a clamp A, whose two lips C. 
Rests for Violins; and I do hereby declare the a' are provided on their inner sides with the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip- usual cushions or gaskets Clai, of cork, leather, 
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth- or similar yielding material, to preventinjury 
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to to the instrument at the point of contact, 6o 

Io make and use the same. The chin-rest proper B is secured to the up 
This invention relates to chin-rests for vio- per lip C, as shown. The clamp A consists of 

lins and similar stringed instruments; and the two bent arms C, of which the lips a Cl 
its object is to provide means whereby such form a part, whose vertical arms c c are 
chin-rests may be securely and readily at- adapted to be engaged by a clamping device 65 

I5 tached or clamped to violins of different sizes D, preferably in the following manner: The 
and removed therefrom at pleasure. Its ob- clamping device is so constructed as to have its 
ject is, moreover, to SO arrange the locking or plane of movement at right angles to the lips 
clamping means that they will not project i.e., parallel to the side of the violin contiguous 
and interfere with the performer using the thereto, as shown, and also to the vertical arms 7o 

2O instrument to which the chin-rest is clamped. | c. c. By this arrangement I am enabled to 
For this purpose my invention consists in quickly and easily manipulate the same with 

a chin-rest provided with clamping-arms, in the least exertion and awkwardness possible. 
combination with a clamping device whose The clamping device consists, preferably, of 
plane of motion is at right angles to the a turn or clamping button d, which is pref- 75 

25 clamping-lips of said clamping-arms, and erably flat and substantially parallel to the 
which is preferably in the shape of a flat button vertical arms c c. Its inner face is cam 
substantially parallel to the vertical portions shaped, and preferably in the form of a spi 
of the clamping-arms provided with a cam- ral or convolute groove d'. The cam-face of 
surface, preferably in the form of a spiral the turn-button is caused to engage or bear 8o 

3o groove engaging with a portion of the clamp- against a part of the arms C, preferably by . 
ing device. This button is preferably a turn- providing those arms with lugs or studs c' c', 
button whose axis of rotation is parallel to the extending into the spiral groove d', as shown. 
aforesaid lips; and my invention further con- It will be noted that the axis of rotation of 
sists in a clamping device for chin-rests located this turn-button is at right angles to the arms 85 

35 in a recess, preferably formed by bending the C C and parallel to the lips C. Ct'. This per 
verticallegs of the clamp inward, whereby the mits the same to be turned with ease and the 
clamping-button is arranged flush with or be- least awkwardness possible, and permits of 
low the other parts of the chin-rest. easy and ready access of the key or other 

Finally, my invention consists in such fur- turning implement. This arrangement, more- 9o 
4o ther details, features, and combinations of over, enables me to make the turn-button flat, 

parts, as will be hereinafter set forth, and parallel to and projecting but little above the 
covered in the claims. arms C. C. A very neat and compact con 

In the drawings forming part of this appli- struction is thus obtained, which, moreover, 
cation, Figure l represents in perspective so eliminates all danger of interfering with or 95 

45 much of a violin with my chin-rest attached becoming caught in the clothing of the per 
as is necessary to illustrate my invention. former. 
Fig. 2 represents a vertical central section, on In order to guide the arms C and insure 
an enlarged scale, of the same. Fig. 3 repre- their accurate engagement with the cam 
sents an interior view of the turn or clamp- groove (l, and also to prevent accidental de- Ioa 

5o ing button; Fig. 4, an inner elevation of the tachment or derangement of the parts, I 
swivel the clamping -button d to the guid chin-rest; Figs. 5 and 6, transverse sections 
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ing-sleeve or keeper d' by means of a pin or 
stud d. As shown, the arms C are inclosed 
within this keeper, so as to be capable only 
of a longitudinal movement Within the same. 
I preferably hold these arms within the 
keeper d by a dovetail connection, as best 
shown in Fig. 6. In order to overcome all 
tendency in the arms C to Wobble or against 
lateral play, I provide the keeper d with the 
slots or notches d at the upper and lower ex 
tremities thereof. These notches are pref 
erably dovetailed, as best shown in Figs. 4 
and 5, and I provide the lugs c in the upper 
and lower arms C, which are arranged to en 
gage with the notches d, as shown, and are 
also preferably dovetailed at their sides, en 
gaging with the sides of the notches di. 
The turn-button d and the keeper d to 

gether constitute what I term the “clamping 
device, and it will be noted that the same is 
arranged at right angles to the lips of the 
clamp A 

In order to prevent any part of the clamp 
ing device from becoming engaged or caught 
in the clothing of the performer or to cause 
inconvenience, I arrange my clamping de 
vice within a recess of the chin-rest, pref 
erably formed, as shown, by bending the arms 
C inward, as at c. This arrangement of the 
clamping device within the receSS by caus 
ing the same to lie flush or below the other 
parts of the chin-rest is useful, also, with 
other constructions of chin-rest clamps, and 
where the clamping device is not so secure 
and firm as in my construction Will prevent 
the accidental unclamping of the same by 
becoming caught in the dress of the per 
former. 
The manner of using the chin-rest thus de 

scribed is evident from the foregoing. When 
the same has been applied to the instrument, 
it is clamped securely by turning the turn 
button d, preferably by means of a key en 
gaging the two notches d' d', in its periphery. 
The walls of the spiral groove d' are thereby 
caused to bear against the lugs c' of the 
arms cc, forcing both toward the center of 
the turn-button and securely claimping the 
lips C. Cl? against the opposite Walls of the 
violin or other instrument. A reverse rota 
tion of the turn-button d forces the lips apart 
and releases the clamp A from the instru 
lment. 

It will be noted that by my construction a 
firm and absolutely secure clamping device 
is provided, and one that will permit of the 
use of broad connecting-arms, as C, whereby 
the danger of breakage is considerably re 
duced. 
While I consider the device shown in illus 

tration of my invention the best manner of 
carrying the same into effect, it is manifest 
that the same may be modified in various 
ways without departing from my said inven 
tion. 

I do not therefore desire to be limited to 

460,188 

the particular construction and arrangements 
shown and described; but 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is 
1. In a chin-rest for violins and the like, 

the combination, with the clamping-arms 
having lips for embracing the instrument and 
vertical arms, of a flat claEmping-button pal 
allel to the vertical arms, substantially aS Set 
forth. 

2. In a chin-rest, the combination of a 
clamp having lips for embracing a violin with 
a clamping device whose plane of motion is 
at right angles to the lips, substantially as set 
forth. 

3. In a chin-rest, the combination, with a 
clamp having lips for embracing a violin, of 
a clamping turn-button whose axis of rota 
tion is parallel to the said lips, Substantially 
as Set forth. 

4. In a chin-rest, the combination, With a 
clamp, of a clamping turn-button having an 
inner cam-face for engaging a part of the 
clamp, substantially as described. 

5. In a chin-rest, the combination, with a 
clamp, of a clamping turn-button having a 
spiral groove for engaging a part of the 
clamp, substantially as described. 

6. In a chin-rest, the combination, with a 
clamp consisting of two arms provided With 
clamping lips and lugs, of a clamping turn 
button having a spiral groove engaged by the 
lugs of the clamp, substantially as described. 

7. In a chin-rest, the combination, with a 
clamp consisting of two arms having vertical 
portions and lugs or studs, as c', of a guiding 
sleeve embracing said arms, and a clamping 
turn-button swiveled thereto and having a 
cam-face engaged by the Said lugs, Substan 
tially as described. 

8. In a chin-rest, the combination, with a 
clamp consisting of two arms having vertical 
portions provided with lugs or Studs, as c', 
and inner lugs, as c, of a guiding sleeve em 
bracing said arm and provided with notches, 
as d, for engaging the lugs c, and a clamp 
ing turn-button swiveled to the guiding 
sleeve and having a cam-face engaging the 
lugs c', substantially as described. 

9. In a chin-rest, the combination of a 
clamp having a recessed portion with a clamp 
ing device situated within said recess, sub 
stantially as described. 

10. In a chin-rest, the combination of a 
clamp consisting of two clamping-arms, as C, 
bent in Wardly, as at c, in combination with 
a clamping turn-button situated within the 
recess so formed, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of three witnesses. 
AUGUST IIECK. 

Witnesses: 
HENRY ARENZ, 
HERMANN MAIROSE, 
WM. H. JONES. 
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