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This invention relates to a multi-purpose cornice
bracket. More particularly, it deals with such a bracket
which provides a support not only for a cornice board
but also a lighting fixture and a curtain or drapery track
and hangers. For example, the bracket of this inven-
tion may be employed for supporting a cornice board
spaced from a wall behind which may be mounted a
fluorescent type light and below which may be mounted
a drapery track, all of which may be mounted over a
window and/or along a wall or walls in the interior
decoration of houses, homes, offices, business establish-
ments, and the like.

It is an object of this invention to produce a simple,
efficient, effective, economic, inexpensive, and easy to
install bracket which may be employed for removably
‘supporting a cornice board, a lighting fixture and/or
a drapery or curtain track and hanger.

Another object is to provide such a bracket in which a
long fluorescent type light and its ballast box may be
easily installed without tools by being laid between two
of such brackets.

Another object is to provide means for smoothly
joining the cornice boards supported by such brackets
at the corners of a room.

Another object is to provide such a cormice bracket
which is adapted to hold standard hardware, lights, and
curtain and drapery hangers and tracks in combination
with a cornice board, which cornice board conceals all
such hardware, but also permits light to shine above
and below the edges of the board to indirectly illuminate
the ceiling of a room as well as the face of the curtains
or draperies hanging from the bracket.

Generally speaking, the bracket of this invention com-
prises a vertical wall engaging portion and a pair of
spaced horizontal supporting portions extending from
the lower part of the wall engaging portion, and an
upwardly and outwardly diverging cornice board en-
gaging portion. The two spaced horizontal supporting
portions are adapted to permit easy fastening of standard
type curtain or drapery rods or hangers to the lower
of the two spaced horizontal supporting portions and
to provide a sufficient platform upon which a lighting
fixture, such as the ballast box and its long fluorescent
light, may rest, with the ballast box preferably on iis
side so that the fluorescent light will shine both up and
down from behind the cornice board supported on the
cornice board supporting portion of the bracket without
contact therewith. The cornice board supporting bracket
is preferably adapted to co-operate with means on the
inside or back of a cornice board, so that the cornice
board may be mounted at an angle to the wall and be
easily removed from the bracket. The cornice board
may be made sufficiently wide so as to hide from view
all of the hardware and fixtures mounted and supported
by the brackets of this invention, as well as provide a
smooth cornice and trough for the indirect lighting fix-
tures mounted on the bracket. These cornice boards
also may be provided with snap connecting members
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for joining their ends at corners of adjacent walls when
the cornice is to extend continuously along two inter-
secting walls of a room.

The above mentioned and other features and objects
of this invention and the manner of attaining them will
become more apparent and the invention ifself will be
best understood by reference to the following description
of embodiments cf this invention taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of a
pair of brackets of this invention installed on a wall,
supporting a drapery track and drapery and showing
spaced from said brackets ready for support by them,
a fluorescent light and its ballast box, and a cornice
board including a corner connecting member on one end
of the board for containing the cornice along an adjacent
wall;

Fig.-2 is a slightly enlarged plan view of the two
spaced brackets shown in Fig. 1 supporting a series of a
standard type of fluorescent lamp fixtures or assemblies,
with the ‘ends of adjacent fixtures being supported by
each one of the brackets;

Fig. 3 is an inside or rear view of a cornice board
with its bracket engaging means mounted thereon adapted
for the pair of brackets shown in Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a further enlarged perspective view of one

. of the brackets shown in Figs. 1 and 2;
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Fig. 5 is an enlarged perspective view of the bracket
engaging means which may be mounted on the back of
a cornice board as shown in Fig. 4;

Fig. 6 is an enlarged perspective separated view of
the pair of snap corner connecting members for the
ends of cornice boards at the corner of two walls as
shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 7 is an enlarged perspective view of another
embodiment of the cornice bracket of this invention,
similar to the perspective view of the first embodiment
as shown in Fig. 4; o

Fig. 8 is an enlarged end view of the cornice bracket
shown in Fig. 7 with parts broken away, and shown sup-
porting a fluorescent lighting fixture, a drapery track
and drapery, and a cornice board; ‘

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of a portion of a cornice
board showing the means for attaching it to the cornice
supporting portion of the bracket shown in Fig. 7; )

Fig. 10 is a front end elevation of the bracket shown
in Fig. 8 taken along line X—X thereof, supporting two
adjacent ends of fluorescent light fixtures and showing
the electrical connection between said fixtures; and

Fig. 11 is a rear elevation of the bracket shown in
Fig. 9 taken along line XI—XI thereof. ‘

Referring to the first embodiment of the bracket of
this invention, there is shown in Figs. 1 and 2 a pair
of such brackets 20 mounted on a wall 21 of a room
and supporting from their bottom edges a drapery rail
or track 22 from which there is suspended a curtain or
drapery 23. Above the pair of brackets 20 -there is
shown a fluorescent light fixture 24 comprising a fluores-
cent tubular light 25 and an elongated ballast box 26,
the ends of which ballast box rest on part of one of
the supporting portions of each of the brackets 20. At
opposite ends of each ballast box 26, there may be pro-
vided a connecting extension cord 27 with a plug 28
and socket 29, so that a series of similar fluorescent
lighting fixtures 24 may be connected along a continuous
cornice, with one bracket 20 supporting the ends of two
adjacent fixtures as shown in Fig. 2. In front of the
bracket 20, lighting fixtures 24 and curtain or drapery
hangers 22, there may be provided a cornice board 30
of sufficient width to conceal from view the hardware
of the fixtures 24 and 22, which board 30-may be pro-
vided with bracket engaging means 30 mounted -on ‘its
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rear face, which means cooperate with the cornice board
supporting means of the brackets 20.

Tn Fig. 1 there is also shown a corner of a room formed
with-a wall 33 which meets: at right angles with the ‘wall
21, and -an extension or additional cornice board 34, sim-
ilar to 30, which extension 34 may be connected to the
end of the board 30 th.rough a snap-on connectmg mem-
ber 36, shown also in Fig. 6. Since the cornice boards
30 and 34 are preferably at an angle to the vertical walls
21 and 33, which angle extends outwardly and upwardly
to provide a trough for the lighting fixtures 24, the corner
connecting member 35 is correspondingly angled. Thus,
this member. 35 may be formed of two pairs of trapezoidal
shaped metallic sheets 36 and 37, with each pair joined at
right angles to each other along an angle which corre-
sponds to the tilt of the boards 30 and 34. Each of these
pairs of joined sheets or connecting section 36 and 37 are
provided with top and bottom flanges 38 and 40 for the
sheets or section 36, and flanges 39 and 41 for the sheets
or section 37, so that the flanges 39 and 41 fit inside the
flanges 38 and 40, respectively, when the two sections of
the connection 35 are fitted together as shown in Fig. 1,
and .as shown in dotted lines for the pair 37 in Fig. 6
Along adjacent edges of the flanges 38 and 40 may be
provided detents or seats 42 which co-operate with pushed-

- out locking portions 43 on flanges 39 and 41, to snap into
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‘as shown in Fig. 1 and thereby hold the sections.together
to -form .a smooth angular surface between the two un-
mitered ends of the cornice boards 30 and 34.  The same
. sections 36 -and 37 of connection 35 may - also. be em-
-ployed for an ouiside corner instead. of an inside corner
as shown in Fig. 1, by inverting the sections from the
‘positions shown in Figs. 1 and 6. Furthermore, if de-
sired, a closing end portion may be employed for ‘the end
of the cornice trough, whioh end portion may extend be-
tween the wall and the inner face or back of-the end of a
cornice board 30, if the board does not.extend to be flush
with a side wall,.i.e. the cornice ends in the center of a
‘wall. Such an end portion is shown at 44 in Fig. 8.

Now that-the members - supported by the bracket of
this invention have been described, reference will be had
to the specific embodiment shown in Fig. 4 of one of the
supporting brackets itself. This bracket comprises -es-
sentially a vertical wall engaging portion.51, a lower hori-
- zontal drapery or curtain hanger supportmo portion 52
perpendicular to the portion 51.and extending from the
bottom thereof, a spaced light fixture supporting portion
53 parallél to.the portion 52 and extending at right angles
to the wall engaging portlon 51 intermediate of its vertical
length, and lastly a cornice board engaging portion 54-ex-
tending uwpwardly from the outer end of the lower horizon-
tal curtain hanger supporting portion 52, preferably at
an angle ¢ with the vertical, which angle is between 10°
and 20° and is generally about 15° of arc.

‘These four supportmg portions, 51, 52,-33 and 54 in this
embodiment shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 4, may be formed
of a single flat sheet of metal, which preferably is coated
to protect it from corrosion or is of aluminum. In order
to reinforce and give strength to this so formed sheet, the
portion 51 may be formed to have a U-shaped channel
cross-section with flanges 55, and may also contain at its
lower corner where it joins with the portion 52, a triangu-
lar ribbed portion 56, part of which extends into the base
portion 52.

The base portion 52 may be provided for rigidity pur-
poses with side flanges 57 also that may, if desired, be
extended and welded to the edges of the portion 51 with-
out departing from the scope of this. invention, or may be
sufficiently long to extend up to and/or to form the sup-
ports of the portion 53.

The portion 53 also may be formed from parallel ex-
tensions 58 on the flanges 55 (as shown in Fig, 4),s0 as to
extend: outwardly .into the inside of the L-shaped space
formed ‘between the portions 51 and 52 to provide a sort
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of inverted F-shaped bracket, the central projecting por-

tion of the F corresponding to the lighting fixture sup-
porting portion 53.  Since the lighting fixture 24 rests
only by it own weight on the support 53, it may be de-
sirable that the outwardly extending ﬁanges 58 are pro-
vided with further flanges 59 at right angles to the ex-
tensions 58 to provide a pair of platforms for the ends of
the ballast boxes 26 of the light fixtures. The flanges 58
also may be provided with upwardly extending portions
60 to prevent the lighting fixture ballast boxes which rest
on the platform flaniges 59 from sliding forward, thereby
holding them in place adjacent the back or vertlcal wall
supporting portion 51 of the bracket. By holding the
lighting fixtures 24 in this position against the back of the
bracket 20 and parallel with the wall 21, there is insured
sufficient space between their tubular lights 25 and the
bracket portion 54, so that when the lighting fixture 24
is 1aid on its side as shown in Fig. 1.(see also Fig. 8), light
from the fluorescent tube 25 can shine not only upwardly
out. of the top of the trough formed by the cornice board
30, but also downwardly beyond the lower edge of the
cornice board and over the front of the drapery 23, to
provide an added luminous and pleasing effect to the in-
direct hghtmg of the room.

The cornice board supporting bracket portion 54 shown
in the embodiment of Figs. 1, 2 and 4 may be reinforced
by.a center. upset. triangular ribbed portion 62 (similar to
ribbed.portion 56). which helps to maintain the angle of
the support 54 as well as to support the cornice board 30
to.be attached thereto. This supporting portion 54 may
‘have tapered edges 63 making it trapezoidal in shape, for
slide co-operation with the channelled trapezoidal means
31 mounted on the back of the cornice board 30 or 34.
The co-operating means 31 mounted back of the cornice
board. 30, thus may be provided with a tapered channel,
with its inside dimensions slightly wider than the edges 63
of the portion 54, and have flanges 64 that surround the
edges 63 to hcld the means and cornice board attached
thereto in place on the bracket. At the upper end of the
trapezoidal shaped member 31 may be provided a stop or
additional flange 65 which contacts the top edge 66 of
the portion 54 of the bracket to limit its downward move-
ment when the cornice board is in place thereon, as well
as to prevent too tight a wedging between the edges 63 in
the flanges 64. ‘Thus, the cornice board may be easily in-
stalled and removed from the brackets 20 without tools,
in the event that access to the other fixtares carried by
the bracket is required, or in the event the board is to be
changed, redecorated or pain'ted.

The bracket 20 and cornice board attaching means 31
may be provided with apertures for ease of installation,
such as for example, three holes 71 on the vérfical portion
51 for mounting the bracket on the wall with nails, screws,
bolts, togele bolts or the like; a pair of holes 72 on the
portion 52 through which metal screws or bolts may be
inserted for the mounting of the drapery hanger or rail

22 on the bottom of the bracket; and holes 73, preferably

countersunk in the back of the means 31, for mounting
the means 31 on the back of a cornice board 30 or 34, by
means of nails or screws 74. (see Fig. 3), so that the heads
of the nails or screws 74 will not obstruct the sliding of
the portion 54 of the bracket 20 in the channel provided
by the means 31,

Referring now to another embodiment of the bracket
of this invention, reference is had to the Figs. 7 through
11 which show a bracket 80 made of plastic or wood in-
stead of sheet metal, but having the same four support-
ing portions as that of the formerly described bracket 20,
narmely, a vertical wall engagmg portion 81, a lower hori-
zontal curtain hanger engaging potrion 82, an upper hori-
zontal light fixture supporting portion 83, and an up-
wardly. cornice board supporting portion 84 correspond-
ing, respectively to poriions 51 through 54. In this-em-
‘bodiment the vertical wall engaging portion 81 comprises
a-flat piece. of material  having sufficient thickness for
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rigidity, which may be provided with a pair of pear-
shaped apertures 85 into which a pair of wall engaging
nails, bolts or screws 86 (see Fig. 8) may fit and rest, so
that the bracket 80 may be removed from the wall by
raising it vertically upwardly into the dotted line position
87, so that the heads of the screws 86 will fit through
the larger portions of the apertures 85. Thus, the
bracket 8% may be removed so that the wall 21 may be re-
painted or refinished and only the screws 86, which do
not have to be removed once they are properly installed,
remain inserted in the wall.

The upper and lower horizontal supporting portions
83 and 82 may be provided by the opposite sides of a
block portion 90, which may be fastened to the lower
outer face of the back portion 81 either by screws 91 as
shown in Fig. 8, and/or by nails, glue, etc. The cur-
tain rod or hanging means 22 (see Fig. 8) may be fast-
ened to the bottom or supporting surface portion 82 of
the block 96 by any suitable means, such as nails or
screws 88.

The outer edge 92 of the block portion 90 is preferably
bevelled at the angle 4 so that the cornice board support-
ing portion 84 may be attached directly thereto by glue,
nails and/or screws 93, similar to the fastening of the
other end of the block 90 to the vertical back portion 81.
This block portion 99 is made sufficiently long so that the
lighting fixture 24 will have enough space to rest thereon
as shown in Fig. 8 and still leave space for the light from
tube 25 to shine both above and below the edges of the
cornice board 3¢ mounted on the portion 84.

The cornice board 3% may be provided with means,
such as screws 94 as shown in Fig. 9, which co-operate
with pear-shaped holes 95 in the cornice board engaging
portion 84, so that the board 30 may be removably
placed on the bracket 84 in a similar manner to the way
that the whole bracket shown in Fig. 7 may be fastened
to the wall. Thus, by raising the cornice board 30 into
its dotted line position 96 shown in Fig. 8 the heads of
the screws 94 may slip through the larger portions of the
apertures 95, and the board may be removed from the
bracket 80.

It is desirable that the embodiment of the bracket 80
shown in Figs. 7 through 11 of this invention is made
of a material that is light, strong and not likely to warp,
and this also applies for the cornice boards 30 and 34,
which preferably are made of redwood.

Thus, with the simple four-part bracket of this inven-
tion, standard lighting and curtain hanger hardware fix-
tures may be supported in a simple and easy manner,
and a cornice board may readily be made of a straight
piece of wood and be put up by one’s self without the aid
of skilled labor. The bracket is readily adaptable so that
it may be used not only for all three of the means
mounted thereon, but for any one or two of them for
decoration purposes in a room. An important advantage
of the bracket of this invention is that a standard elec-
tric fixture may be just laid therein, and it does not re-
quire bolts or screws or special mounting members to
be installed. The only care to be taken is in the location
of the brackets with respect to the length of the lighting
fixtures to be employed. By employing longer lighting
fixtures, the brackets may correspondingly be spaced
farther apart, and vice versa.

While there is described above the principles of this
invention in connection with specific apparatus, it is to
be clearly undersiood that this description is made only
by way of example and not as a limitation to the scope
of this invention.

What is claimed is:

A cornice beard lighting and drapery supporting system
for extending around a corner of a room comprising: a
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parr of longitudinally etxending upstanding cornice boards
disposed at right angles to one another, one of which faces
each of a pair of adjacent walls, each of said cornice
boards having its lowermost edge positioned closer to
the walls than its uppermost edge, whereby said boards
are positioned at an angle between about 10° and 20° to
the vertical of said walls, cornice board connecting means
for connecting adjacent ends.of said cornice boards com-
prising: a pair of trapezoidal plates bent at right angles
to one another along said angle at which said cornice
boards are disposed, said plates having flanges provided
thereon extending over the upper and lower edges of
said cornice boards, and interlocking means on said flanges
removably holding said plates together around the ends
of said cornice boards in said cormer; spaced brackets
supporting and spacing each of said cornice boards from
its adjacent wall as well as for supporting drapery hangers
and lighting fixtures, said brackets each comprising: a
vertical wall engaging plate provided with a first pear-
shaped mounting aperture having its smaller portion dis-
posed above its larger portion, a cornice board engaging
plate spaced from and extending upwardly and outwardly
to said wall engaging plate at said angle of said cornice
boards and being provided with a second pear-shaped
mounting aperture having its larger portion disposed
above its smaller portion, said plates being of substantially
equal height and being less than the height of said cornice
boards, said walls and cornice boards being provided with
headed members for engagement in the larger portions
of said mounting apertures of said engaging plates where-
by downward movement of said brackets and the cornice
boards lock said headed members in said smaller por-
tions of said apertures, and a bridging member having
a thickness of at least one fourth the height of said plates
and extending between and secured to the lowermost
halves of said plates and defining spaced upper and lower
horizontal surfaces for supporting said drapery hangers
and said lighting fixtures, respectively; said cornice boards
being of sufficient height to conceal from the view of a
person in the room said brackets, said lighting fixtures
and said drapery hangers; said drapery hangers compris-
ing: a drapery supporting rod means attached to said
lower horizontal surface of said bridging member and
being spaced away from said cornice board whereby light
may shine between said rod means and the lower edge
of said cornice board over the front of a drapery hung
from said rod means; and said light fixture comprising:
a fluorescent lamp and a support therefor, said support
freely resting on said upper horizontal surface of said
bridging member of two of said brackets horizontally
spaced on the wall at a distance less than the length of
said light fixture, with said light above said space be-
tween said rod means and said lower edge of said cornice
board, whereby most of the light from said lamp shines
on the ceiling of the room over the upper outer edge of
said cornice board and some of the light shines down over
the front of the drapery hung from said rod means.
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