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COMEBINED SHIPPING CASE AND DISPLAY RACK.

Application filed June 30, 1922.

To allwhom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Marrua H. CoNNoR,
a citizen of the United States, and vesident
of Baltimore, in the county of Baltimore
and State of Maryland, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Com-
bined Shipping Cases and Display Racks,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to a combined ship-
ping case and display rack, and more par-
ticularly to a shipping case or container in
which a commodity may be effectively pack-
aged and which may be so formed as to be
readily converted or shaped into a means
for artistically and efficiently displaying
the commeodity for sale, and has special ref-
erence to the provision of a shipping case
or container especially adapted for holding
a row or set of books, the container being
convertible for display purposes into a book
rack.

The principal objects of the present in-
vention may be said to include the provi-
sion of a shipping case ov container convert-
ible inte a display rack providing a com-
partment open at two sides for effectively
displaying a commodity such as a set of
books, the further provision of a container
and display rack of this nature provided
with a plurality of movable walls normally
forming the top and side walls of the con-
tainer and movable to positions overlying
or underlying fixed walls of the container
for producing the display rack, the further
provision of a device of this nature inter-
changeable from a container to a rack sup-
ported in inclined position to display the
commodity in anattractive and artistic man-
ner, the still further provision of a device
of this nature made of sheet metal in which
the movable walls are constructed to inter-
lock with the fixed walls of the container,
the walls-mutually reinforcing one another,
and being so shaped and interrelated as to
close all the container edge joints; and the
further. provision of a container and dis-
play rack of the nature referred to-which
may be inexpensively produced and which
may -be made to serve the packaging and
display purposes in an efficient manner.

To the accomplishment of the foregoing
and such other objects as may hereinafter
appear, my invention consists in the ele-
ments and their relation one to the other,

Serial No. 572,006.

as hereinafter particularly described and
sought to be defined in the claims, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings
which show preferred embodiments of my
invention and in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the con-
tainer and display rack showing the manner
of using the same for displaying a com-
modity such as a set of books.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the same
showing the manner of opening the con-
tainer.

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the same
in closed condition.

Fig. 4 is a view taken in cross-section on
the line 4—4, Fig. 3, and

Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing a
modified form thereof.

As heretofore mentioned, a principal ob-
ject of my present invention  comprehends
the provision of a container convertible into
a display rack providing a compartment
having two open sides for displaying a com-
modity such as a set or a row of books. To
these ends, the invention includes the pro-
vision of a container having two fixed side
walls, such for example as the front and
bottom walls 10 and 11, and two fixed end
walls such as 12 and 13, and a plurality of
movable side walls, such for example as the
rear wall 14 and the top wall or cover 15,
the said rear wall and cover being movable
from a closed position shown in Fig. 3 of
the drawings to an open position shown in
Fig. 1 of the drawings, converting the con-
tainer from a shipping case into a display
rack-having a two open sided compartment
clearly shown in the drawings.

In the exemplified construction, the con-
tainer is preferably made of sheet metal,
the front and bottom walls 10 .and 11 being
preferably made from a single blank folded
up to the desired configuration, each of the
end walls 12 and 13 being attached to- the
front and hottom walls 10 and 11 along two
edges thereof such as 127, 122, and 13":and
182, the said edges preferably comprising
lock seam joints.  To remove all rough or
raw edges of the metal, the free edges of
the front and end walls are preferably in-
turned as shown for example at 10a and 13a.

In the preferred construction, the rear
wall 14 and the top wall or cover 15 are
attached together for rvelative movement,

86

30

86

70

75

RO

85

90

95

100

105



B

“the bottom wall i1 as shown in. Tig.

15

25

30

40

45

50

- 60

a5

[~ VR ' 1,477,634

the cover 15 being preferably hinged to the
rear wall 14 by means of the hinge construc-
tion 16, the said rear wall 14 being in turn
h1nfredly attached to the bottom Wall 11 by
means of the hinge construction 17. The
top wall or cover 5 is thus made movable
relatively to the rear wall 14, and these walls

-are arranged for movement relatively to the

remaining or fixed walls of the container

so as to permit movement of therear wall 14

about the hinge 17 to a position underlymﬂ
1 of
the drawings, with the top wall or cover
movable into posxt]on underlying the front
wall 10 of the container as shown in Fig.
1 of the drawings. With this construction,
it will be seen that the container may be
readily converted into a display rack hav-
ing two open sides or faces for conveniently
exposing to view a row or set of books such
as 18 with the title portion and the top of
each book presented for display.
top wall or cover 15 is thus made movable

Where, ag in the construction shown in
Figs. 1 to 4, the width of the container is
01ewter tlmn the height thereof, the cover
or lid 15 is formed ifito two sections such as
a front section 157 and a rear section 152, as
by means of the hinge corstruction 19.
Since the section 15”7 is to overlie the front

wall 10, the dimensions of the sdid section
are made equal to the dimensions of the
front or'rear wall 10 or 14. With thls con-
struction the combined dimensions of the
rear wall 14 and the rear section 15% of the
cover are equal to the dimensions of the
bottom wall 11, whereby the said rear wail
and rear section of the cover may- be made
to underlie’ the bottom wall' 11, as clearly
shown in Fig. 1 of the drawinfrs

Tor the purpoee of producmo a display
rack in which the set of books or other
commodity forming the contents of the con-
tainer may be displayed in anm attractive
and artistic manner, the movable walls are
so'shaped of contoured as to afford a display

rack in which the. set of books is' supported:

in an inclined display position. To these
ends, the cover or lid, and more specifically,
the; Front section 15" of the cover, 1§ pro-
vided with the opposed side ﬂ'mcres 90" and
921 of triangular configuration as shown the

said ﬂfmoes normally’ overlying the end

walls of the container when the cover is
in closed position as shown in Fig. 8, the
flanges forming feet or supports for sup-
portlnfr the contamer in' inclined position
when the cover' is rotated into a position
nndérlying the front wall 10 as shown in
Fig. 1 of the drawings.

I‘or providing a “contaitier structure in
which the miovable walls are interlocked

“with the fixed walls when the container is

in closed’ condition, with the wallg mutually
reinforcing one another, the movable walls’

and sections are provided with flanged por-
tlons arranged to overlie adjacent portions
of the fixed walls of the container. To these

‘ends the top wall or cover 15-is .provided
with the front lip or flange 22 nomally'

overlying and interlocking “with the front
wall 10 as shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings,
the said flange 22 formmov a clebendmo
skirt when the cover is rotated to open posi-
tion as shown in'Fig: 1. Similarly, the rear
section of the top of the cover 15% is pro-
vided with the opposed lip portions 23 and
24 overlying and Interlocking with the end
walls 12 and 13 respectively. In a similar
manner, the rear wall 14 is provided with
the ﬂan(res 25 and 26 overlying the end walls
12 and 13 when the container is closed as
shown in- Fig. 3 of the drawings. The
interlocking ﬂfmoes normally retain the-con-
tainer in closed posulon with all the walls
mutually reinforcing one-another, this con-
struction  furthermore piodubmo a com-
tainer in which all the-edge joints are-closed.
To eliminate all rough or raw edges where
the box is made of metal, the @d(res of theti-
angulai flanges o1 f‘aps 20 and 21 as well
as the edoas of the overhanging: flanges or
lips 22 to 26 ave all 111Luimd in & manner
similar to the inturning of the edges of the
fixed walls of the contamer as cluuly shown
in the drawings.

Referring to TFig. 5 of the drawings, T
show @ modlﬁcatlon in which the width of
the container is made equal to the height
thereof, and with this construction the top
or cover of the container is made in' one
section, as contra-distinguished from” the
form shown in Figs. 1 to 4, where the said
covér is made in two sections. The con-
struction shown in Fig. 5 includes the front
wall 30, the bottom wall 81 preferably made
lnteoml therewith,
23 attached to the fromt and bottom walls 30
and 31, a rear wall 84, and a top wall or
cover da the said top wall being attached
to the rear wall by means of the ‘hinge- 36,
the rear wall being in turn: "tttac led to: the
bottom wall 31 by means of the Hinge 37,
the construction being such that the rear
wall 84 is rotatable about the said hinge 87

into a position underlying the bottom wall
81, and the top wall or cover 35 is movable .

about the hinge 86 and about the bottem
wall 31 into a posmon overlying'the front
wall 30 to produce the display rack. This
form of container also may be provided

with the flange and flap construction as is

the form of cont‘vnexs shown in Figs. 1 to
4. Tt will be apparent that where the keight
of the' case or container is made greater or
larger than the width of the same; the rear
wall will ke made into two sections with
the top wall formed into one sectiom, this
also yielding* a construetion in which the
top and rear walls may be moved to open
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~ positions underlymcr the fixed walls of the

container to produce a display rack having
a two open sided compartment. ‘

The manner of making and using my com-
bined sbvapmg case and dwsphy “rack will
in the main be apparent from the above de-
tailed description thereof. It will be ap-
parent that in filling the container with a
('ommodlty such as a Tow or set of books,
the books will be inserted with the head-

“ing or title of the title portion in a position
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to be exposed when the cover or lid is
opened and with the heading or title nearest
the rear wall of the container as shown in
Fig. 2 of the drawings, this so that when
the lid is opened for inspecting the books,
the title will appear head up, and when the
lid is rotated into position to produce the
display nck, the title of the books will s ap-
pear at the top. Packaging of the books is
facilitated by moving- ‘the 1id and rear wall
to completely opened position after which
the said rear wall-and lid may be moved to
closed condition as shown in Fig! 8 of the
drawings, with the flange and lip portions
of the movable vear wall and lid .inter-
locking with the fixed walls of the container
to eﬂect an efficient shipping case. When the
device is desired to be employed or used as
a chsplay rack for the books, the cover and
rear wall are rotated to open position in the
manner shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of the draw-
ings with the movable walls rotated to un-
derlie the fixed walls of the container, a dis-
play rack having a two open sided compart—
ment belng prodvced for exposing to view
in an artistic and attractive manner the set
of books which may for example be a small
leather-bound set such as 18.

- While I have shown my device in the pre-
ferred forms, it will be obvious that many
changes and ‘modifications may be made in
the structure disclosed without departing
from the spirit of the invention, defined In
the following claims.

I claim:

. A combined shipping case and display
mck comprising a. container having the
rear wall thereof attached along one edge
to the bottom wall thereof for movement
about said edge to a position underlying the
said bottom W‘LH. and having a lid or cover
attached along one edge for movement about
the said rear wall to pomtlon overlymd
the {front wall of the container; wherepy
upon movement of the lid ud rear walls
to said positions a compartment open -at
two adjacent sides may be pro mded to effect
a display rack.

2. A combined ShlpleQ: case and display
rack, comprising a container having a rear
wall movable to a position undellylncr the
bottom wall of the container and having
2 lid or top wall movable to a position un-
derlying the front wall of the container,

B
whereby upon movement of the lid and the
rear wall to open positions a display rack

having a compartment open ab two sides
svill be provided.

8. A combined shipping case and display
rack, comprising a container having a wall
normally forming a wall of the container
movable to a posmon underlying a fixed
wall of the container adjacent thereto and
having a second wall normally forming a
mffelent wall of the container movable fo
a position underlying another fixed wall
of the container, Whes reby upon movement
of the said walls to open positions & dis
play rack having a compartment open at
two sides will be provided.

4, A Lombin d shipping case and i sphn
rack, comprising a container having a wall
movable to a p051t10n undeﬂymfr a ﬁ}:ed
wall of the container adjacent thereto and
having a second wall movable to a position
underlying another fixed wall of the con-
tainer, cne of the said movable walls being
provided with angular side flanges whereby
upon movement of the said walls to open
positions a display rack having a \ompalf-
ment open at two sides will be provided,
the said angular flanges forming feet for
supporting the display rack in inclined
position.

5. A combined shipping case and display
rack, comprising a container having a wall
attached to an adjacent wall along an edge
for movement about said edge to a position
underlying said adjacent wall, and having
a thud and different wall attached to said
first mentioned wall for movement there-
with and relatively thereto, whereby upon
movement of the said walls to open positions
a compartment open at two adjacent sides
will be provided to effect a display rack.

6. A combined shipping case and display
rack, comprising a contalner having fixed
i:ont, hottom and end walls, a rear wall at-
tached to the said bottom wall along an
edge for movement thereabout to a pos1t1on
vnderlymO’ the said bottom wall and having
a 1id or cover attached to the said rear wall
for movement thereabout and to a position
overlving the front wall, whereby upon
movement of the lid and rear wall to said
po'ﬂtlons a compartment open at two ad-
jacent sides will be provided to effect a dis-
play rack.

7. A combined shipping case and display
rack. comprising a container having a wall
attached along one edge to an fxdj‘xcent wall
for rotation thereabout to a position under-
lying the snd adjacent wall and having a lid
o cover formed of front and rear sections,
the front section being attached to the said
rear section for rotation relatively thereto,
and the said rear section being attached to
the said first mentioned wall for rotation
relatively thereto, the dimensions of the

90

100

106

110

116

120

125

130



o

16

20

30

35

o

i

said front section being equal to the dimen-
sions of the said first mentioned wall, where-
by when the said lid and first mentioned
wall are rotated to open positions 2. com-
partment open at two adjacent sides will be
provided to effect a display rack.

8. A combined shipping case and display
rack comprising a container having front,
bottom -and end walls, a side wall attached
along one edge only to the bottom wall of
the container, and a lid or cover attached
along one edge only to the said side wall,
the side wall and lid being movable rela-

tively to each other and relatively to the .

remaining walls of the container to eflect
a display rack open at two sides.

9. A combined shipping case and display
rack made of .sheet metal including set-
up front, bottom and end walls, a rear wall
hinged to the said bottom wall for movement
thereabout to a pesition underlying the same
and a cover or lid hinged for movement to
& position overlying the front wall, move-
ment, of the 1id and rear wall to said posi-
tions effecting a display rack having a com-
partment open at two sides.

10. A combined shipping case and display
rack, comprising a container having a mov-
able rear wall and a lid attached to the said
rear wall for movement relatively thereto,
the said lid being provided with angular
side flanges whereby upon movement of the
rear wall and lid to open positions a dis-
play rack having a compartment open at
two sides will be provided, the said angular
flanges forming feet for supporting the dis-
play rack in inclined position.

11. A combined shipping case and display
rack, comprising a container made of sheet

1,477,634

metal and including front, bottom and: end

walls, a rear wall hinged to the bottom wall.

for movement-to a position underlying the
said bottom wwall, the said rear wall being
provided with side flanges for overlying the
edges of the end walls, and a lid or cover
attached to the said rear wall for movement
thereabout and to a position overlying the
front wall, the said lid being provided with

anguler side flanges overlying the side walls

of the container ‘and adapted to form sup-
ports or feet when the Iid and rear walis
are moved to said positions, the said lid
being also provided with a front flange for
overlying the front wall of the container.
12. A combined shipping case and display
rack, comprising a container made of sheet
metal and including front, bottom and end
walls, a rear wall hinged to the bottom wall
for movement to a position underlying the
said bottom wall, the said rear wall being
provided with side flanges for overlying the
edges of the end walls, and a lid or cover
hinged to-the said rear wall, the cover com-
prising hinged front and rear sections, the
front section having dimensions equaltothose
of the rear or front wall, whereby the front
section is movable to a position overlying
the front wall, the said lid being provided
with angular side flanges overlying the side
walls of the container and adapted to form
supports or feet when the lid-and rear walls
are moved to said positions, the said lid be-
ing also provided,with a front flange for
overlying the front wall of the container.
Signed at Baltimore, in the State of Mary-
land, this 27th day of June, A. D. 1922. .

MARTHA H. CONNOR,
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