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UNITED STATES 

6 Claims. 
This invention relates to program reading 

lights as covered in United States Patent 1,879,- 
273 of September 27, 1932. 

Special objects of the invention are to im 
5 prove and simplify the construction, reduce the 

costs of production and maintenance and to make 
the light more convenient and better Suited to 
the reading of programs without the disturbing 
of other patrons. 

O 
jects are attained in the novel features of con 
Struction, combinations and relations of parts 
hereinafter described and claimed and illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings. 
The drawings which may be considered as 

forming part of the specification illustrate sev 
eral different forms the invention may take and 
it should be understood that the structure may 
be further modified and changed, all within the 

20 true intent and broad scope of the invention. 
Fig. 1 is a broken plan view illustrative of a 

row of theatre chairs equipped with the inven 
tion. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged hiroken side elevation of 
25 one of the arm rests of the chairs, showing an 

embodiment of the invention applied to the un 
derside of the same. 

Fig. 3 is a plan and part sectional view as on 
Substantially the plane of line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a partial plan and sectional view il 
lustrating a modified form of combined switch 
and lamp unit. 

Fig. 5 is a broken perspective view illustrat 
ing another form of the invention. 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged part sectional detail of 
this last form. 

Fig. 7 is a bottom plan view of the body of 
this unit with the cover portion removed to ex 
pOSe the lamps. 

Fig. 8 is a detail perspective view of one of 
the contact elements. 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary part sectional detail of 
the Special catch and lock mechanism for the 
lemovable cover. 

In Fig. 1, a row of theatre chairs is indicated 
With arm rests 10 between adjoining Seats 11. 
In the present invention, the program read 

ing lights are carried by the arm rests, as in the 
patent above identified, but they are so consti 
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50 tuted that the occupants of adjoining seats may 
Selectively secure more immediate and direct ill 
lumination of their programs. 

In Figs. 2 and 3, each lighting unit is made up 
of a terminal portion 12 and a relatively separa 
ble combined switch and lamp portion 13. The 
terminal portion may be permanently Secured 
to the underside of the chair arm by a Screw Or 
Screws 14 and is shown as consisting of a hol 
ow. In olded or otherwise formed base 15 and, a 
cover 16 held thereto as by Screws 17, the tWO 
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defining chambers 18, 19, holding arched or 
looped spring terminals 20, 21, with binding 
screws 22, 23, for wires 24, 25 of the cable 26. 
The detachable portion of the unit is shown 

as made up of two half shells 27, Secured to 
gether as by Screws 28 and defining between then 
cavities containing an arch-shaped conductor 
strip 29, with integral sockets 30, 31, in the oppo 
site sides of the arch for the bases of the reversely 
disposed outwardly facing lamps 32, 33 and for 
the U-shaped spring contact 34, having its sides 
depressible by buttons 35, 36, into engagement 
with the plates 37, 38, contacted respectively by 
the end terminals of the lamps 32, 33. The half 
sections of this hollow base are shown as formed 
with complementary recesses 39, to receive the 
sliding push buttons and lamp receSSes 40, COW 
ered at the outer ends by lenses or glass covers 41. 
The lamp base receiving member 29 is shown 

as having one of its sides extended as a contact 
blade 42, to engage the side of spring terminal 
20. Similarly, the U-shaped Spring SWitch men 
ber is shown as having an extension or attached 
blade 43, for engaging the Spring terminal 21. 
The combination switch and lamp unit there 

fore is in the nature of an attachment plug, which 
can be connected with the line by simply plug 
ging it into the fixed terminal portion of the 
unit. One or more screWS 44 or the like, may be 
employed for removably Securing the Separable 
section in place. This construction enables all 
wiring connections to be permanently made and 
in case of any light failures, the Separable Sec 
tions may be quickly removed and opened, either 
to replace the lamps, adjust the Switch points 
or make any other necessary Substitutions or re 
palS. 
The detachable unit illustrated in Fig. 4 is gen 

erally similar to that described but somewhat 
simpler and smaller, because of the fact that 
the sides of the arched member 29a, carrying 
the lamp sockets 30a, 31a, are utilized as the 
movable elements of the two Switches, being di 
rectly engaged by the switch buttons 35a, and 
36a, to carry the end contacts of the lamps 32a. 
and 33a, into engagement with the center con 
tact member 37a. This center contact member 
and the spring arched lamp socket member have 
projecting blades 43d, 42d, similar to those of 
the first form for plugging this detachable por 
tion of the device to the wiring terminal block. 
The construction shown in FigS. 6 to 9 is 

generally similar to that first disclosed, possibly 
the main distinction being that all parts are 
mounted on One base portion permanently at 
tached to the chair arm and a removable cover 
is provided for access to the lamps. The mem 
ber 29b carrying the lamp sockets 30b and 31b is 
arched or angularly bent at its opposite ends to 
face the lamp sockets outwardly and has its back 
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portion 45 attached to the top wall 46 of the 
base as by maolded in rivets 47 and is provided 
With a binding screw or other suitable wiring ter 
minal 22b. The arched spring Switch member 34b. 
has introverted end portions 48, 49, positioned to 
engage the center lamp contact strips 37b, 38b, 
When pressed inwardly by thumb buttons 35b, 
36b, and this switch member is shown as an 
chored at 50 in the back wall 51 of the hollow 
base or case and as equipped with terminal screw 
means 23b for the other side of the line. The 
forward portion of the case is provided by the re 
Ovable cover 52, shown as of Somewhat arcuate 

form about the lamps and Switch means and as 
having at its lower inner end a lip or lug 53, en 
tering over the edge 54 of the lower wall of the 
CaSe. When SO engaged, the cover may be SWung 
up behind a dependent protecting rib 55 at the 
front of the base, Fig. 6, in which position it is 
locked as by the forked spring detents 56, which 
Snap Over shoulders 57 inside the case. Appro 
priately located key openings 58 are provided to 
admit the correspondingly bitted ends of the 
necessary keys or tools for unlocking the cover. 
This tool may be in the nature of hand pliers 
with the opposed jaws of the same carrying the 
bits for simultaneously releasing all four of the 
locking detents, thus eliminating to a large extent 
unlawful opening of these covers. 
The lenses or lamp covers 41b are shown as 

mounted in the end Walls of the hollow cov 
e's 52. 
In the last described form of the invention, the 

lamps and switch mechanism will be exposed for 
servicing by simply dropping down the covers 52. 
Also, when this is done, the screws or fastenings 
59 extended through the top wall 46 for securing 
the base in position Will be exposed, thus en 
abling the unit to be entirely removed, if such 
is required. 

If desired, reflectors or reflecting surfaces may 
be placed at the backs of the lamps to provide 
illumination for each individual without inter 
ferring with any one else. The unit may be in 
Corporated in as a part of the chair arm, the 
arm then being Suitably hollowed and constructed 
for the purpose. Warious other changes may be 
made to Suit different requirements or situations, 
all broadly within the scope of the following 
claims. To confine the light in the form of a beam 
extending downwardly or horizontally over the lap 
of the occupant of the chair, light shielding re 
flectors or surfaces may be placed Over or in front 
of the lamps, or be so combined With the window 
Structure as to effect this desired result. Also 
the lamps and the Windows may be set on in 
clined axes for the purpose of making sure that 
a light used by any one person will not other 
any one else. . 
The switch contact members 37b, 38t, are show. 

in Figs. 7 and 8 as each ihaving art inter ediate 
bend or offset 60 therein interiacking yit cor 
responding shoulders in the ass to Secre these 
parts in position. The renovate Sections Such 
as illustrated in figs. 2, 3 arid 4 ray gig ir). 
vertically instead of laterally or at any Sitable 
angle and may have special lack in techaris: for 
releasably Securing thes in positica, 
What is clained is: 
2. In combination with theatre Sea&S havig 

arm rests between the sane, progra). 3ading 
light units carried by said aria rests Con 
prising each lights positioned to dire;i, iii: i : a 

1,955,916 
tion over the seats at opposite sides of said unit 
and Switch mechanism for Selectively controlling 
said lights and whereby patrons at the opposite 
sides of an arm rest may individually utilize the 
lights for program reading purposes without dis 
turbing each other. 

2. In combination with a row of theatre chairs 
having arm rests between the seats, lamps 
mounted on said arm rests and positioned to di 
rect illumination transversely from said arm rests 
across the seats adjoining said arm rests and at 
a level above the laps of persons seated in Said 
seats and individually operable Switches for Se 
lectively controlling said lamps located for Con 
venient operation by patrons at opposite sides of 
the chair arms. 

3. In combination with a row of theatre chairs 
having arm rests between the adjoining Seats, 
program reading light units carried by alternate 
arm rests in the row and comprising each illumi 
nating means positioned and arranged to Selec 
tively illuminate the seats at opposite sides of the 
same and Switch mechanism for selectively Con 
trolling said illuminating means and including 
operating devices individual to the occupants of 
the seat at opposite sides of each unit. 

4. In combination with a row of theatre chairs 
having arm rests between adjoining Seats, cas 
ings carried by alternate arm rests and having 
windows directed toward and over the Seats at 
opposite sides of said arm rests, lamps for fur 
nishing selective illumination through said win 
dows and switches for selectively controlling said 
lamps and individually accessible to patrons on 
the seats at opposite sides of said arm rests. 

5. In combination with threatre Seats having 
arm rests between the same, program reading 
light units carried by said arm rests and includ 
ing each a casing portion with Windows in oppo 
site sides of the same, lightS in Said casing por 
tion back of said Windows, SWitch mechanism in 
the casing portion and operable to selectively 
control said lights and current supply connections 
extending from said switch mechanism through 
the back of the casing portion for establishing 
electric service at the back of the theatre seats. 

6. In combination with theatre seats having 
arm rests between the same, program reading 
light units carried by said arm rests and includ 
ing each a hollow base open at one side and a re 
movable light carrying portion covering the Open 
side of the hollow base, terminals in said hollow 
base for receiving electric wiring, means for Se 
curing the removable portion in position closing 
the open side of the hollow base and readily 
releasable to permit detachment of said lighting 
portion from the hollow base, a lamp mounted in 
said detachable light carrying portion and en 
closed thereby when said portij) is Secured in 
position closing the hollow he'ss and said light 
carrying portion being 301stiructed to enable ac 
cess to said lainp whe). Said gotic: ) is renoved 
from the hoovy base 32d S:Wiii. 22echanism in 
cluding an operating psi butc.). tied by one 
of said relatively separalle inefit?: 'S &nd connec 
tions engageaisie wine32 tile r ively separable 
members are asses Yiled to co: 33 &ctrical cir 
cuit conditions betweet. &he te: Yizh is in the hol 
£ow base &xid the lang if the dietachable light, 
ce. yig Y:3:38, 
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