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To all whom it may concern. 
Beit known that I, DEWITT C. CARY, of 

Baltimore, in the county of Baltimore, in the 
State of Maryland, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Sewing-Machine At 
tachments for Ruffling or Gathering Fabrics; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description of the con 
struction and operation of the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, mak 
ing a part of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a front view of a sewing-machine 
with the attachment in position; Fig. 2, a 
side view of the attachment; and Fig. 3 shows 
the kind of bar used to attach the invention 
to another class of machines. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in the several figures. 
The attachment consists of the spiral spring 

R, working in the tube A, which is a segment 
of a circle, through which spring passes the 
ruffling-bar B B, having at its lower end a 
thin plate of steel, (marked L.) curved so as to 
move easily over the plate of the machine. At 
the upper end of the bar B B is a nut, N, to 
prevent the bar from flying out of the tube 
when the spring relaxes. Through the lower 
part of the ruffling-bar B B passes the pin p, 
Working through slots in the tube A, and hold 
ing the spiral spring R. The outer end of the 
pin p has a small hook to attach it to the strap 
T. Motion is communicated to the attachment 
from the needle-arm of the machine by means 
of the strap T, the lower end of which is hooked 
on to the pin p and the upper end connected 
to the bar band cap P by clamp-screw C and 
slotted bar S. 
As the needle - arm rises the bar B B is 

drawn up ready to make the plait or ruffling; 
as the arm descends the steel plate or ruffler 
L., operating upon the fabric, shoves it to its 
place under the spring g, where it is held un 
til, being operated upon by the regular feed of 
the machine, it is carried under the needle and 
stitched, from whence it passes out gathered 

or ruffled, the spring-detent g holding the work 
from being drawn back by the return of the 
ruffler L. 
By means of the slotted bar S and clamp 

screw C the gathering or ruffling may be made 
fine or coarse, as desired. 
Owing to the different manner of construct 

ing sewing-machines, I make no particular 
claim as to the manner of fastening the at 
tachment to the machines. In the accompany. 
ing drawings it is shown to be fastened to the 
head of the machine by means of the bar D. 
This is the manner of attaching to all ma 
chines of the Howe and Willcox & Gibbs class. 
To the Wheeler & Wilson and Grover & Ba 
ker class it may be attached by means of a bar 
similar to D to the plate of machine, altering 
the shape of the bar, as shown in Fig. 3, in 
which d is the bar and A the segmental tube or guide. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. The curved or segmental guide A, in the 

described combination, with the bar B carry ing a ruffling-plate, L. 
2. The spring R, when employed in connec. 

tion with the ruffling-plate L and bar B, sub 
stantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

3. The connecting-strap T, connected to the 
head of the needle-bar or other suitable needle 
operating mechanism, to actuate the ruffling 
device, substantially as described. 

4. In combination with the aforesaid ruf. 
fling mechanism A BL, the slotted bar S and 
clamp-screw C, for varying the fineness of the ruffling. 

5. The spring-detent g, constructed and em 
ployed as described, to hold the work from 
being drawn back by the return motion of the ruffler, 

DEWITT C. CARY, 
Witnesses: 

C, T. SHEPHERD, 
JAMES W. BEALL. 

  


