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To all ?ph0?, i? ??? ??? ????: 
Beitknown that I, WILLIAMS. SCHROEDER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing in Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 
nois, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Gondola Cars, of which the foll 
lowing is a specification. 

It is Well known that when coal or gondola. 
cars are loaded the side-boards bend outward 
at the center and top to such an extent as to 
cause frequent injury by striking other cars 
standing close to the track or other objects 
alongside the track with which ordinarily 
there will be no interference. Sometimes the 
stakes of the cars are broken in switching by 
reason of this outward deflection, to prevent 
Which is the object of my present invention; 
and I accomplish this object by combining 
With the car a metal stake-pocket having an 
inclined groove to receive a truss-bolt and also 
having a foot or down Ward extension adapted 
to rest upon the floor or sill of the car and a 
U-shaped bolt adapted to seat itself in the 
groove of such pocket and extending in a di 
agonal direction through the floor of the car 
and secured at its lower end in the cross-beam 
below the floor. 
The nature of my invention will be more 

fully understood from the accompanying 
drawings, wherein 

Figure 1 is a partial vertical cross-section 
of a car embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is 
a partial side elevation of the car. Fig. 3 is 
a section on the line 33 of Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 
is a detail view showing the manner of secur 
ing the lower end of the truss-bolt. 
In said drawings, Arepresents the sill, BB 

the cross-beams, C the floor, D D the side 
boards, and E one of the side stakes of the 
car. This stake is supported at itslower end 
in a metal socket F, bolted on the sill, as 
shown. 
To one or more of the stakes E, Iapply my 

invention as follows: Around the stake E, I 
place a metal pocket G, adapted to surround 
the stake and having an inclined groove, 
which will act as a seat for the U-shaped 
truss-bolt H. The metal pocket extends some 
considerable distance above the car-floor, as 

home against the bearing-plate. 

shown, in order to support the stake against 
the outward push or force of the load, and it 
also extends downward sufficiently so that it 
may be supported upon the floor or the sill of 
the car, as preferred. At its juncture with 
the floor or sill I provide it with both a foot 
g, which rests upon the floor or sill, and a 
heel g', adapted to set against the vertical 
side of the floor or sill, and thus stay the 
pocket in a horizontal direction. The pocket 
is preferably bolted on the side of the car by 
the bolt J. 
The truss-bolt is shown at II. It is U 

shaped, so it may pass around the stake and 
seat itself in the inclined groove of the metal 
pocket, and it extends in Ward and downward, 
as shown, to the under side of the cross-beam 
B. At its lower end it is secured in a bear 
ing-plate K, which rests against the side of a 
notch cut in the cross-beam B, nuts L being 
applied to the ends of the bolt and brought 

These nuts 
may be tightened whenever necessary. Be 
tween the nuts Land the bearing-plate a thin 
plate M is interposed, and its ends are bent 
down and against the nuts, as shown at Fig. 
4, so as to lock the nuts against any tendency 
to become loose. By this construction any 
downward movement of the pocket is pre 
vented, and if the upper portion of the stake 
springs outward the heel of the pocket will 
prevent the pocket from yielding to the stake 
as long as the truss-bolt remains firm. 

I claim 
1. The combination with the side-boards 

and stake of a coal or gondola car, of a metal 
pocket G bearing upon the floor or sill of the 
car, and the U-shaped inclined truss-bolt H, 
substantially as specified. 

2. The combination with the side-boards 
and stake of a coal or gondola car, of a metal 
stake-pocket G having a seat for the truss 
bolt and also having an extension whereby it 
may be sustained by the floor or sill of the 
car, and the inclined truss-bolt, substantially 
as specified. 

3. The combination with the side-boards 
and stake of a car of the metal stake-pocket 
G having the seat for the truss-bolt and also 
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having a foot and heel whereby it may be sustain the stake vertically, in combination 
stayed by the floor or sill of the car, both ver- with the floor or sill of the car, and a truss 
tically and horizontally, and an inclined U- bolt, substantially as specified. - 
shaped truss-bolt H, substantially as specified. WILLIAM. S. SCHROEDER. 

5 4. The stake having attached to it a metal Witnesses: 
foot projecting inwardly from the stake and EDW. S. EVARTS, 
adapted to rest upon the floor or silland thus II. MI. MUNIDAY. 

  


