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This invention relates to new and useful im 
provements in furniture, and particularly fold 
able and nowable furniture. 

ihe piriticipal object of the invention is to pro 
Wide a novel and improved structure, applicable 
to School desks and seats, theater chairs, and the 
like, by means of which such furniture may be 
quickly and easily moved out of the way, to pro 
Wide fiOOl' Space for dancing, marching, or the 
like. 
Anothel object is to provide a structure of this 

character wherein the articles of furniture may 
be quickly folded, collapsed against each other, 
a.i.d each tier or row SWung upwardly, out of the 
Way. 

Cihei objectS and advantages. Will be apparent 
from the following description when taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawings. 

in the drawings: - 
Figure it is a Side elevation of a row of School 

desks, made and mounted in accordance with the 
present invention, and in normal position for use, 
gality oroken away. 

Figure 2 is a Side elevation of the row of desks 
SWLing out of the Way. 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary side elevation of a 
Iihodified form of Supporting rail or track, show 
ing the lower portions of several desks carried 
thereby. 

Figure 4 is a side elevation of the parts shown 
in Figure 3, but viewed from the opposite side 
thereof. 

Figure 5 is a vertical transverse sectional view 
On the line 5-5 of Figure 1. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a portion of 
the modification of Figure 3. 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of a portion of 
one of the Side rails 10. 

Referring particularly to the accompanying 
drawings, and eSpecially to Figures 1, 2, and 5, 
13 represent a pair of rails arranged in horizontal 
parallel position, a short distance above the floor 
11, each of said rails having its longer marginal 

i edges bent in Wardly, as at 12, to form, in combina 
tion with adjacent portions of the bodies of the 
rails, grooves or tracks, in which are received the 
roilers 13, carried by the lower portions of the 
Sides 14 Of the frames of the deskS 15. Each of the 
desks comprises the back-rest 16, in the rear of 
which is formed the compartment 17, for holding 
books, papers, and the like, of the Scholar, while a 
foldable cover 18, is mounted on said back to close 
the compartment, at times, and to lie in a hori 

is Zonal position, at times, to provide a Writing 
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table for the scholar. It will be noted that the 
last desk of the row is fixed to both of the rails 
10, while the remaining deskS are adapted to slide 
forwardly and rear Wardly, longitudinally of Said 
rails. In the upper portion of each of the rails 60 
are formed the Series of regularly Spaced open 
ings 19, which are adapted to receive the free ends 
of the pawls 20, carried by the desk frames, 
whereby the desks may be properly and regularly 
Spaced, and held in Such position, When withdrawn 65 
OutWardly, for use. The rear ends of the rails 
10 are properly pivoted to brackets 21 mounted on 
the floor, so that when the latches are released 
from the openings 19, and the desks pushed rear 
wardly, along the rails, the entire unit, including 70 
the rails, and desks, may be swung upwardly in a 
Vertical position. It Will also be noted that the 
Sides of the frames of the desk units rest on the 
floor, When the rails are in lowered position, and 
that the rollers 13, of said frames, are mounted at 75 
the proper distance above the lower ends of said 
franes, Whereby to properly. Support the rails 
above the floor. Suitable means, such as the 
hooks 22, carried by the rear wall 23, of a room, 
are provided for engagement with the free ends 80 
of the rails, to hold the unit in Such position. 

Referring to Figures 3, 4, and 6, there is shown 
a modified form of the track, which consists of 
the rails 24, each of which is made up of a series 
of Sections 25, and each of said sections is margi- 85 
nally flanged, in a manner like the rails 10, and 
telescoped into each other. It will be noted, 
however, that each of the Sections 25 is ta 
pered longitudinally, so that when said Sections 
are pulled out, the larger end of each will be held 90 
against further movement by Wedging action 
within the smaller end of the next adjacent sec 
tion. To each of the corresponding sections 25, 
Of a rail 24, is secured a side frame 26, forming a 
part of a desk, so that When Such Sections are 95 
pushed in or pulled out, the desks will move there 
With. In this form, the means for securing the 
desk frames to the rail Sections are spaced above 
the lower or floor engaging portions of said frames, 
to the proper distance to hold the rails above the 100 
floor. The rear-end of each of the rearmost Sec 
tions 25 is mounted on a floor carried bracket So 
that the entire unit may be swung upwardly, and 
held in place by the same means described in con 
nection with the first form. 
While I have shown and described the inven 

tion as applicable to desks, for Schools, I wish it 
understood that the invention is as readily ap 
plicable to the seats of auditoriums, theaters, 
churches, or the like. 
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what is claimed is: . . 
1. A collapsible and foldable furniture unit 

comprising vertically swingable rails each includ 
ing a plurality of telescopic sections, and a plural 
ity of furniture elements arranged in tandem lon 
gitudinally of said rails and each mounted on a 
section for sl 
swinging movement with the rails. 

2. A collapsible and foldable furniture unit 
comprising parallel rails pivotally connected at 
One end to a support for swinging movement in a 
vertical plane, a plurality of furniture elements 
slidably mounted on the rails for movement to 

30 

40 

45 

50 

55 
3 

60 

65 

70 

75 

1,922,582 

sliding movement thereWith and 

R 

Ward and away from each other and toward and 
away from the ends of the rails, and means for 
holding the rails in a vertical position, at times. 

3. A collapsible and foldable furniture unit 
a comprising parallel rails pivotally connected at 
one end to a support for Swinging movement in a 
vertical plane, a plurality of furniture elements 
mounted in tandem on said rails for movement 
toward and away from each other and to Ward and 
aWay from the ends of the rails, and neans on a 
support for releasably holding said rails in ver 
tical position, at times. 

- - ANNE A. GOOORICH. 

80 

90 

100 

120 

25 

30 

35 

40 

14.5 

150 


