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This invention relates to jewelry, and par-
ticularly to a method and means for pre-
venting substitution of stones, and for giv-
ing the purchaser reliable information about
the gem. ‘

The purchaser of a ring or other article
of jewelry set with a precious stone is ordi-
narily not a competent judge of the weight,
quality and value of the stone, and is forced
to rely on the retail dealer’s statements con-
cerning these matters.

An object of the invention is to provide a
device which is sealed about a stone mounted
in a setting, and which permits the stone to
be inspected. The device is preferably a
frangible hollow ball or other shape of clear
glass enclosing the stone and its setting and
fused to the latter, though the invention'is
not necessarily limited to the material of
which the transparent ball is made or to the
precise manner in which it is affixed to the
setting to prevent removal of the enclosure
without breaking or damaging the ball.

Another. object is to provide indications
on or in the transparent enclosure denoting
such matter as the size, quality, selling price,
and/or the name or mark of the house whose
reputation is back of these representations.

Other objects and advantages of the in-
vention will appear or be pointed out as the
description proceeds.

In the accompanying drawing, forming a
part hereof : L

Fig. 1 is an elevation of a solitaire finger
ring with a transparent enclosure sealed
over the stone and setting of the ring; and

Fig. 2 is an edge view of the ring shown
in Fig. 1, with the enclosure in section.

A ring 10 has a diamond 12, or other pre-
cious stone, mounted in a setting 14.

A hollow transparent sphere 15, made of
glass or other suitable material, has an open-
ing 16, which is large enough initially to re-
ceive the diamond 12 and the setting 14.

Legends are placed on or in the ball indi-
cating the size of the stone, the retail sell-
ing price, the name or device of the house of
origin, or any other information which it is
desirable to convey to the purchaser in order

to protect him. The legends may be printed-
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on a.piece of paper 18, éncbsed in the ball,
or may be etched in -or otherwise directly
applied to the glass: R i

A fter the diamond and setting are i'nsér’tred“

.into the ball through the opening 16, thé
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edges 20 of the opening are sealed around -

the setting so. that the ball can not be re-
moved. except by breaking it: - The ball can
be sealed over the setting by using hot pliers,
or other tools, which melt or soften the glass
so that it enters into intimate contact with

_the setting and its irregularities. . This pre-

ferred mode of sealing the ball to-the ring
setting will serve as sufficient illustration of
the mmvention. ~Any other suitable method
may be employed. R T

The ball or enclosure is shown in the form
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of a sphere, but it may, of course, be of any

shape. ‘ ‘
‘When a customer examines a ring having a
stone sealed in accordance with this inven-
tion, he!knows the guaranteed weight and-
price, and any other information marked on
the label. When the ring is purchased, the
gem enclosure can be easily ‘removed by
breaking the glass. . = R U
~ Changes and modifications may be made.
without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention as set forth in the appended claims.
I:claim: ’ B g
ticle of jewelry having a gem setting; a stone.
mounted in the setting; and a hollow trans-
parent cover over the stone and sealed to the
setting. o . o
9. In combination, a:hollow transparent
enclosure having an opening through one
side; an article of jewelry; a setting on the
article of jewelry; a stone mounted in the
setting, said stone and a part of the
setting extending through the opening and
into the hollow enclosure, and the edges of
the opening being-sealed around the setting.
3. In combination with a finger ring, a hol-
low transparent glass enclosure having an
opening through one side; a setting of irregu-
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1. A jewelry sales unit comprising an ‘ar-.
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lar contour, a gem mounted in the setting ; the

setting extending through the opening in the -

enclosure so that the gem is enclosed, the edges

of the opening extending into intimate con-
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tact with the irregular surface of the setting
so that the enclosure can not be removed from
the ring without breaking the enclosure.

4, The method of making a finger ring sales
unit, which method consists in mounting a
gem in a setting on the ring, inserting the
gem in a portion of the setting through an
opening in the side of a hollow transparent
glass enclosure, and melting the edges of the
enclosure opening so that said edges flow into
irregularities in the surface of the setting and

" harden to prevent removal of the enclosure
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from the ring.

5. The method of sealing a stone against

‘substitution:in an article of jewelry having

the’ stone mounted in a setting of irregular
contour, which method consists in placing a
transparent cover over the stone and a part of
the setting, melting the cover adjacent the
setting, and causing the melted material to -
flow into the irregularities of the setting so
that ‘after said material hardens the cover
can not be removed from the setting without

breaking the cover.
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6.-A finger ring sales unit comprising a
ring; a setting on the ring; a gem mounted
in the setting; a hollow transparent enclo-
sure over the gem and a part of the setting and
sealed on the setting ;-and legends.on the en-
closure for conveying information concern-
ing the gem. '

7. A finger ring sales unit comprising a
ring; a setting on the ring; a gem mounted in’
the setting; a hollow transparent enclosure
over the gem -and a part of the setting and
sealed on the setting; a ldbel on the inside
of the enclosuré and visible through the side
of the enclosure; and legends on the outside
face of the label. . : o

8. A finger ring sales unit comprising a
ring; a setting on the ring, said setting hav-

" ing a recessed surface; a stone mounted in.
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the setting ; a hollow glass ball with an open-

©-_ ing through one side, the stone and the upper
45

part of the setting being enclosed by the ball,
and the edges of the opening through the ball
having intimate contact with the recessed sur-
face of the lower part of the setting so that

.. the ball can not be removed from the ring
50

without breaking the ball. -
9. A seal for a gem in a ring setting con-
sisting of a hollow transparent enclosure
about the gem and fused to the setting.
10. A gem seal comprising a hollow, fran-
gible, transparent enclosure about the gem
and fused into intimate contact with the gem

setting to prevent removal of the enclosure.
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