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This: invention ‘relatés to. signs and. par:

“ticularly to railway:signs:and:more éspecials

of-way..
Tt 1s ewell:

ly railway. signs positioned:along: the’ right-

kriown' to-those skilled in the

railway:art:that various:signs are used:along.

the right-of-way of-a-railway. - Such:-signs

‘may be distance’ indication -signs.‘Such: as
“mile" posts; signal - pole numbers; :so-¢called
- whistle:signs:and. signs:at: crossing at grade

of - high-ways: It! is; also: well known' that
toservé. their' purpose, these isigns nust all
be of such a natare - that the characters there-
on.may be readily. read-at some considerable
distance by a person while moving:af: per-
haps a somewhat.high:spéed: " Im. order to
obtain & legible sign-of: the type meéntidned
it has heretofore:been -necessary: t6: make

~ such signs having letters or figures:thereon
‘of suchr. a natuve: that:the: surface: thereof

was - not " readily -attacked: by: the : noxicus

gases-and fumes generally: prevalent. i and
about: railway tracks and alsoiof 'such.a.na-
- ture that thesoot,: dirt-ori.dust: generally
prevalent: about: railway: tracks: wolild: not

readily adheré to and so obscure the!letters

‘or_figures or their.indicia’ on ‘the'sigm, . -

- Signs of ‘the: type ‘Which 'are:suitable :for
+ railway. worky:-have it ¢onsequénee:of: the
difficulties ‘enicountered; been' made -of: com:

parative expelisive materials; such as:enam-

-eled-metal: By:using enameled:metal very
good results have been obtained,:because -

such signs are somewhat resistant to nox-

the necessity of a skilled sign painter re-

painting the sign as is necessary with paint-

ed signs when the sign becomes obscured.

Such signs, however, offer the difficulty that -

a very large number of practically identical

signs must be required in order to make it

a fairly reasonable plan as regards costs to
use them because special tools and dies and
other apparatus are necessary in order to

- produce such signs, so that by their use the

50

65

advantages of the ordinary painted sign are
lost, the advantage of the ordinary painted
sign being that almost any form or style of
lettering may be produced as an individual
sign fairly cheaply. .

It is the object of applicants’ inven-
tion to produce a sign which may be readily
made in small or large number profitably
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and ‘which: furthérmove will comprise. moans

by: which the’ ori“giinj_aL legibility ofi: the .sign
may be quickly restored: after: it! hag Decoms

soiled: by means which!do:not: involve :thé -

use of; skilledlabor, such, for instance, ds
sign painters.: . ool el Guant sl U

- Otherobjects and-advantages will sappehr
as the: description of the particularcphysical
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embodimeént: selectéd toillustrate: the’ inven:

tion progresses and themovel fedtures ofi the
invention' will be'particularly pointed'outin

the:appended claimy= 55 000U
.. In:describing: the-inventipnin det

toiillustrate the invention; reference is-had
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the 'particulat physical edbodintent:selected -
T0

to the accompanying-drbiving; whérein' lias. -

been: illustrated a particulaw preferred phys-
ical embodiment of the inventior and where:

i like: characters: of reference - designate. -

corresponding parts throughout: the: several

views and:in"whichow

5

- Figure 1-is:a”perspective-view: of :a ‘sigh -

embodying: the invention ;- RETERe
= Kig. 271s arrear view of the

o Rige 8; is. 4’ cross. ‘sectional . view ‘on: the

-plane indicated by: the line' TFT—ITT: of Fig.
2 viewed «inthe: direction-of the arfows at
the endsiof thelingss o viiuy oo
- Pigidiis aface view of:
‘well known high-way; .crossing: signal: éon-
structed:in such’a:way as-tocembody:the in-

ventioni: . i

-+ In’ the drawings: Fig..1, numeral 1; desio-

‘nates.a; sheet.ofmateridl; of adequate’ thick-
‘ness. to, give:the required strength,!préfer-

ably of metal and preferably sheet iron.
By ordinary well known common tools de-
sired letters or figures or both, may be.
formed 'in the sheet 1. These letters and
figures are cut -so as to extend “entirely
through ‘the sheet. In Fig. 1, we have
shown the letter A designated by 2 and the

number 1, designated by 8 and the number o )
100

7 designated by 4. Of course, any desired

the ordinary. and
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combination of letters, .words, figures or

numbers may be formed. If the sheet or
plate 1 is positioned -on the' pole or other
structure along the right-of-way in such a
way as to have a sky background, the letters
and figures would be readily readable, but
a sky background is not always to be secured
and even if it can be secured at times it is
not in suitable condition for assisting the
legibility of the figures or letters. Conse-
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R qi;ently,f _‘a'pplicé.nts place on the back or

rear side of the plate 1, another plate 5 as
best shown in Fig.: 3.
size that it completely ‘covers the cut-out

igo’rti(’ms of the plate 1. “The plate 5 may be .
eld in place on the rear of plate 1 by any
. suitable or appropriate means, but it is-pret--

erable to form one or more circular: orifices

" in the plate 5 such as 6, as shown in. Fig. 2,
‘and connect these circular orifices with slots
as.7 and to attach to the plate 1 projections

_as 8, best shown in Fig. 3, which have en-

larged heads 9 of such size that they will

_ just: pass through the circular:orifice 6 on

- 18

the plate 5.- By this construction. plate: 5
may be placed in position on-the rearof
plate 1:so that circular orifice 6 -coineides
with the enlarged heads 9, whereupon the

~ plate 5 may be placed closely adjacent the
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plate. 1 and then by being moved endwise

“slightly the reduced portion of .the projec--

" tions will enter the slots 7 of the. plate,

"1t will -be then

whereupon the Elate may be let go, because
held in place firmly  and se-

curely by the enlarged heads: 9 bearing

 against the rear side of the plate 5..

! ﬁgurés

In order to render the letters and
more -conspicuous, the plate 5 is given a

" “_coating of some white substance, preferably
30" L ‘

ordinary:white paint. .-~

- After the sign has been in place for’ some-

. timeif ‘it. becomés somewhat obscured: by
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reason of noxious gases affecting the paint,
~or soot being deposited thereon, plate 5 may

be readily removed and for this purpose ap-
plicant forms handholds, such as 11 at each

" end thereof by turning up the ends: of the

40
~_either applied by dipping of in any. of the
~well knowrn manners, as by.a .brush.” In

plate 5. Upon removal the plate 5 may be
washed readily and completely or it may be
given a new coating of a white ‘substance,

- applying the new 'coating unskilled. labor

4

his_plate 1s of such

. Although the construction of 6he phiysical

‘portions to receive said headed lugs to there-
by removably hold the plates together, said
‘backing plate having rearwardly projecting -~
flange portions forming handholds for posi- -

bor ‘it therefrom. L
‘may be used, as no particular skill is-re- - =~ '

quired. Such a plate 5 when recoated is -.
virtually as good as new and may be readily

1,665,374

replaced in the manner hereinbefore de-
scribed all by unskilled labor. - o
The plate 1 may be attached to any de-
sired wayside structure and to facilitate this,
applicant has provided: bridging ' members
as 12, each having an orifice therethrough
as 13, through ‘which a rivet or bolt may be
passed to attach the plate to a supporting
arm as 14.. - . B
“In Fig. 4, the ordinary and-well known
highway crossing sign-is.illustrated 'com-
posed of crossed members 15 and 16 in each
of ‘which. are -the necessary and-desired cut
out letters forming the necessary words.. .On
the back of each arm are plates 5 and cor-

65

responding to the plates 5 of Fig. 1, which o

are removable in the same manner as the
plate- illustrated in- Fig. 1. -

embodiment.of the invention has been par- -
ticularly described and: the principle.there- ..
of explained, it is desired to have it under- -
stood that the form selected is merely illus-
trative, but does not-exhaust the possible
‘physical embodiments of the idea of means
underlying the invention. .. '

-~ What is claimed as new and desired to be
secured by Letters Patent: of the United -
o '

States is:: - - .. : :
- In a sign, in combination; a plate formed ..

with cut-away portions extending :through
“the plate in the form of letter or ficure char-
_acters, fastening means extending rearward-

ly from the plate, headed lugs projecting
from the rear face of the plate, and a back-
ing ‘plate having a light-reflecting surface
and provided with ‘slots’having enlarged
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tioning it upon the front plate or removing -

BEVERLY A. LUNDY.
WILLIAM H. B. LAVARACK.

50

60 -

o5

10

85




