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This invention relates to.a device which is
adapted to be attached to and to extend along
and above a side of a bed to guard against ac-
.cidental falling of the oceupant to the floor, the
device being particularly although not exclusively
-adapted for use where a young child, after out-
growing an infant’s crib, is to use an ordinary
bed and the child needs the protection afforded
?y a side guard rising above the sleeping sur-

ace. :

It is an object of my invention to provide a
novel guard structure adapted to be securely and
detachably fastened, with a minimum of effort,
to most of the beds of the several types in com-
mon use.

A particular object is to provide such a guard

structure with novel attaching means comprising
clamp members adapted to securely grip the side
frame members of ordinary beds when the guard
structure is merely moved into place and thrust
downward.
- My invention also includes certain novel de-
tails--of construction which will be more fully
pointed out and described in the following speci-
fication and claims.

‘Referring to the accompanying drawing which
illustrates, by way of example and not for the
purpose of limitation, a preferred embodiment
of my invention:

PFigure 1 is a side elevational view showing my
guard structure in place on a bed of common
type; :

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view
taken approximately on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is an inner side elevational view of ‘the
lower portion of one of the posts of the guard
structure and showing the clamping mechanism
carried thereby; Lo
.. Fig. 4 is-a central vertical section through the
clamping mechanism and portion of the post
shown in Fig. 3; :
- .Fig. b:is a perspective view
jaw plates; . :

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of an auxiliary rail
for supporting my guard structure on a bed of
the common “Hollywood” type, and .

Fig. 7 is an end view of the guard structure in
place on a bed of the “Hollywood” type.

Referring to the drawing, the guard structure
comprises a pair .of normally vertical posts 8
which are rigidly connected together by rail
members 8 and 9¢ and means carried by the
lower end portions of the posts 8 for attaching
the structure in upright position upon a-side
frame member {0 or similar support extending
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along the side of a bed. The member 9 is of
the common type having substantially flat, verti-
cally disposed inner and outer surfaces and a
substantially horizontally extending upper edge
surface. My improved clamping mechanism is
duplicated on each of the posts 8 and is shown
in detail in Figs. 3, 4 and 5. The lower end
portion of each of the posts 8 is rabbeted to
afford a rigid jaw member 11 adapted to overlap
one of the vertical sides of the bed frame mem-
ber 18. Extending obliquely inward -and up-
ward from the opposite side of the post 8 is a
kerf defining a wedge surface 12 for guiding a
movable clamp jaw member. This movable jaw
comprises a rigid plate indicated generally by
the numeral 13 having a lower end jaw portion
14 adapted to extend along the post and in paral-
lel relation to the jaw member (1. An upper
portion 15 of the plate 13 extends obliquely up-
ward to slidably fit in the kerf defining the wedge
surface 2. 'The wedge surface and portion I8
of the plate are preferably disposed at an angle
of approximately 15 degrees to a plane contact
surface {ia formed on the jaw member 11. In-
tegral with the plate 13 and projecting there-
from toward the jaw member 11 is a rigid pro-
jection i6 having a flat bottom surface adapted
to engage the upper edge surface of the bed frame
member {0.

TFormed in the oblique portion {5 of the plate
{2 and extending longitudinally thereof is an
elongated slot 17 adapted to receive a rivet {8 and
screw 19 for slidably fastening the plate on the
post 8. The plate 13 is thus free to move down-=
ward from the full line position shown in Fig. 4
to approximately the broken line position shown
therein. When the guard structure is held in
its normal upright position, the plate 13 is biased
downward by gravity to extend the jaw portion
18 to an open position wherein thisvporti_on'qf_-
the plate is spaced laterally from the contact
surface 1ia of the jaw member 11 to the maxi-
mum degree. o : :

To adapt my device for use on beds of the com~
mon Hollywood type, which are not ordinarily
provided with side frame members extending
along the side of the spring or mattress support,
I provide the auxiliary supporting rail shown in
Figs. 6 and 7. This device has a rail 20 of thick-
ness corresponding to that of any of the common
side: frame members 10 and projecting from the
inner ‘side of the rail 2§ are angle brackets 21
having horizontally extending arms 22 adapted
to be secured to the bottom of a box spring 23
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(Fig. M or other mattress support for a bed of
the Hollywood type, the arms 22 being perforated
to receive screws for making the fastening. Thus
the rail 26 may be mounted in position to support
the guard structure in any selected or desirable
position at a side of the Hollywood bed, as indi-
cated in Fig. 7.

In use, to securely fasten my guard structure
to a member {8 of a bed the jaw members 14 car-
ried by the posts 8 are passed downward adja-
cent to the inner surface of the member {0 and
the guard structure is moved downward to.cause
the projection I8 to engage the upper edge sur-
face of the frame member 1§ angd with the jaw
member 1! adjacent to ithe -exterior :surface
thereof. A moderate degree of downward pres-
sure is applied to force the jaw portion 14 into
gripping engagement with the frame member 10
by the wedge action of the oblique portion 5-in
sliding engagement with the wedge surface 12.
This securely fastens the guandstructure:in place
on-a-bed without further manipulation irrespec-
Yive -of -the -variations in thickness :of the frame
members 40 -of beds-of any «af the common mod-
ern types -.of conrstruction. By similar manipula-
tion ‘the device may be attacked to a rail 20
mounted:on beds of other types.

To detach the .guard structure “when net
needed, it is.only necessary to apply 2 moderate
degree-of upward force to-one of the rails ¢ or 8¢
to-thereby draw the jaw portions {4 upward and
away frem the contact surface {4, thus freeing
the -device from the 'side frame membper 1§ (or
rail 20:in case the latter isused). When in use
the .guard structure is secure against accidental
displacement and -operates -to-effectively confine
the occupant -of the bed against accidental fall-
ing from the guarded -side -of the hed.

Need for the-present device -often arises where
& young -child who has beceme accustomed to a
cribhaving guarded sides relies on the proteciion
of -the ssides -and is likely, during the early pe-
riod -of use of an ordinary adult’s bed, to -acci~
dentally fall from the bed while sleeping. My
device is 50 simple, inexpensive -and compact that
it-may-he stored conveniently when not in use.or
transported as conveniently as hand luggage in
an-automobile or-other vehicle for use by tourists
or when the user is absent from homie.

Having described my inventien, what T.claim as
new:and. desire to protect by Letiers Patent is:

1. Por a bed having a side frame .member
formed with substantially vertically .and oppo-
sitely .disposed surfaces and an .upper edge sur-
face, a guard .structure adapted to extend along
and above said frame member,.end posts forming
parts .of :sald structure .and having portions
farmed :to overlie .one of the substantially verti-
Gally.disposed surfaces.of said frame member. and
clamping means carried by .each .of .said posts
and .comprising .an .elongated rigid plate having
8 Jlower portion extending .along the lower end
portion of the post and an upper .portion ex-
tending -obliquely upward at an .acute .angle
cressways of the post,.said post having .a wedge
surface for sliding engagement with said upper
portion of the plate, means for guiding the plate
for limited movement along the post and a rigid
projection on said plate disposed to engage the
upper edge surface of said frame member, where-
by when said guard structure is positioned on
said frame memhber downward pressure exerted
by .or .applied to the guard structure will cause
said plate to be actuated to grip said frame mem-
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ber between the lower portions of the post and
plate.

2. For a hed, the combination of a side frame
member formed with substantially vertically dis-
posed inner and outer surfaces and an upper
edge surface, a guard structure extending along
and above said frame member, said structure
‘having end pests forming ‘parts of said structure
-and having portiens formed to overlie the outer
surface of said frame member, and clamping
‘means carried by each of said posts and com-
Jprising an elongated rigid plate having a lower
portion extending along the inner side of the post

zand:an upger portion-extending obliquely upward
‘atan-acute angle:crossways of the post, said post

‘being provided with a wedge member for sliding

-engagement with.said upper portion of the plate,

and a rigid projection on said plate disposed to
-engage ‘the upper edge surface of said frame
member, wherehy when said guard structure is
positionedon said frame member downward pres-
sure :applied 4o :said -structure ‘will cause said
plate 1o e actuated to grip said frame membear
between the lower mortions of said plate and:post.

3.For 'a ‘bed having a matiress isupport the
combination of a member of szidsupport extend-
ing :elong a side of ‘the bed, = rail having sub-
stantially vertically disposed side surfacesand an
upper -edge surface, means rigidly supporting
said rail on said member of the mattress sup-
port, a guard structure extending along and
above said rail, a rigid jaw -depending from said
structure for engagement -with one of said sub-
stantially verticaily 'disposed surfaces of the rail,
a second jaw depending from said structure and
movable 40 and from said rigid jaw for engage-
ment with the other substantially vertically dis-
posed surface of said :rail and means including
a member projecting -from said second ‘jaw for
engagerent ‘with the upper edge surface of said
rail, whereby when said structure is positioned
on said rail ‘downward pressure exerted by or
applied 1o ‘said structure will cause .said :second
jaw to bemoved toward said rigid jaw to grip said
rail.

4. For -a bed having .a side frame meniber
formed with substantially vertically disposed sur-
faces and -an upper surface, -a ‘guard sstructure
adapted to extend along and above said frame
member ‘and means for attaching said guard
structure to said side frame member comprising,
& jJaw depending irom said structure for engage-
ment with ene -of :said substantially vertically
disposed surfaces, :a second jaw ‘movable to and
from said first mentioned jaw and engageable
with the other substantially vertical surface ‘of
said frame member, wedge means .operatively
connecting said jaws together and.a meriber pro-
jecting:from said seeond jaw for engagement with
the upper surface of said frame member ‘where~
by when the guard structure is positioned.on:said
frame member downward ‘pressure applied by .or
through said guard structure will cause said sec-
ond Jaw 1o be moved toward said first mentioned
Jaw to grip-said frame menibers between the re-
spective jaws.

ALBERT W. LEHMAN.
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