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WALKER APPARATUS HAVING A SEAT
CONVERTIBLE INTO AN ACCESSORY HOLDER

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is a non-provisional of United States Provisional Patent
Application No. 62/139,893 filed in the United States Patent and Trademark Office on
March 30, 2015, and the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference and

priority to which is claimed.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0002] There is provided a walker apparatus having a seat. In particular, there is
provided a walker apparatus having a seat that is convertible into an accessory holder,

such as a basket holder, tray holder or the like.

Description of the Related Art

[0003] United States Patent 5,816,650 to Lucas Jr. discloses a seat assembly for an
interior of a motor vehicle interior is disclosed. A pair of opposed sidewalls extend
upwardly from a floor of the vehicle, and a guide track disposed on an upper surface of
the each of the sidewalls. A seat frame is movable along the guide track, with a seat back
connected to a rear end of the seat frame. A cushion is connected to the seat frame
proximate a front end of the seat frame, and pivotal between a closed position and an
open position. A bin is disposed generally below the cushion and accessible when the

cushion is pivoted to the open position. The bin is engaged with the seat frame and
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movable therewith when the seat frame is moved along the guide track. Optionally, the
bin is fastened to the seat frame, and accessible through a door disposed proximate the

rear end of the seat frame.

[0004] United States Patent Application Publication No. 2014/0125037 A1 discloses
a rolling walker. The walker comprises a frame, a seat supported by that frame, and a
backrest supported by the frame. By one approach the backrest is configured to
selectively move between a first position that provides back support for a person sitting in
the seat facing in a forward direction and a second position that provides back support for
a person sitting in the seat facing in a rearward direction. If desired, this backrest can be
comprised of a material (such as a memory foam material) that biases the backrest
towards that first position when the backrest is in the first position and that biases the

backrest towards the second position when the backrest is in the second position.

[0005] United States Patent 6,161,896 to Johnson et al. discloses a selectively
operable storage system incorporated within the passenger compartment of an automotive
vehicle. The storage system is preferably deployed underneath the rear seat structure, for
example, below the seat bottom structure. The storage system can include any number
and combination of selectively operable sliding trays, pivoting trays, collapsible trays,

pivoting lids, storage bins, and track systems.

[0006] The above-described prior art may suffer a number of disadvantages.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF INVENTION

[0007] There may accordingly be a need for, and it is an object to provided, an

improved seat assembly.

[0008] There is accordingly provided a seat assembly. The seat assembly includes a

pair of seat members. Each of the seat members is selectively moveable from a lowered
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position in which the seat members extend in a substantially horizontal direction to an
upper position in which the seat members extend in a substantially vertical direction. The
seat members are configured to retain an object when in their upper positions. The object

may be an accessory such as a basket, tray or the like, for example.

[0009] There is also provided a walker apparatus. The walker apparatus includes a
pair of spaced-apart support members. The walker apparatus includes a seat assembly.
The seat assembly comprises a pair of seat members pivotally connecting to respective
ones of the support members. The seat members are moveable from lowered positions to
upper positions. The walker apparatus includes an accessory extendable between and
being supported by the seat members when in the seat members are in their upper

positions.

[0010] There is further provided a walker apparatus comprising a pair of spaced-apart
support members. The walker apparatus includes a seat member that pivotally connects to
one of the support members. The seat member is moveable from a lowered position to a
raised position. The seat member is spring-biased towards the raised position. The walker
apparatus includes a catch mechanism that selectively biases the seat member towards its
lowered position. Actuation of the catch mechanism enables the seat member to move
towards its raised position. The seat member functions as an accessory holder in its raised

position.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0011] The invention will be more readily understood from the following description
of preferred embodiments thereof given, by way of example only, with reference to the

accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a top, side perspective view of a walker apparatus according to a first
embodiment, the walker apparatus having a seat assembly comprising a pair of seat

members shown in lowered positions;
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Figure 2 is a top, rear perspective view of the seat assembly of the walker apparatus of

Figure 1, with the rest of the walker apparatus being shown in fragment;

Figure 3 is a top, rear perspective view of the seat assembly of the walker apparatus of
Figure 1, with the rest of the walker apparatus being shown in fragment, and with the seat

members of the seat assembly being shown in raised positions;

Figure 4 is an enlarged top, rear perspective view of one of the seat members of Figure 3;

Figure 5 is a top, rear perspective view of the seat assembly in the mode shown in Figure
3, with the rest of the walker apparatus being shown in fragment and with a basket

coupled to and extending between the seat members of the seat assembly; and

Figure 6 is an enlarged top, rear perspective view of the basket of Figure 5 shown in

fragment together with one of the seat members of Figure 5 shown in fragment;

Figure 7 is a rear, top, side perspective view of a walker apparatus similar to Figure 1
according a second embodiment, the walker apparatus having a seat assembly with the

seat members thereof being shown in raised positions;

Figure 8 is a rear, top perspective view of the seat assembly of the walker apparatus of

Figure 7,

Figure 9 is a rear, top, side perspective view of the walker apparatus of Figure 7, with the

seat members of the seat assembly being shown in lowered positions;

Figure 10 is a rear, top, side perspective view of a walker apparatus similar to Figure 7
according a third embodiment, the walker apparatus having a seat assembly with the seat

members thereof being shown in raised positions;
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Figure 11 is a rear, top, side perspective view of the seat assembly of Figure 10, with the
seat members of the seat assembly being shown in an intermediate position between their

raised positions and lowered positions;

Figure 12 is a rear elevation view of the seat assembly of Figure 11, the walker apparatus

includes a tray having a mesh fabric wall extending therearound,

Figure 13 is a rear, top, side perspective view of the seat assembly of Figure 11, with the
seat members of the seat assembly being shown in further in the process of moving
towards their lowered positions and with mesh fabric wall being shown folded

downwards; and

Figure 14 is a rear, top, side perspective view of the seat assembly of Figure 13, with the
seat members of the seat assembly being shown in their lowered positions and being
shown partially in ghost to reveal the tray and flattened mesh fabric wall hidden below

the seat members.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0012] Referring to the drawings and first to Figure 1, there is shown a walker
apparatus 20 having a chair 18 that is part of a walker apparatus in this example. The
apparatus has a rear 22, a front 24 opposite the rear, a pair of spaced-apart sides 26 and
28, a top 30 and a bottom 32 which is spaced-apart from the top. The rear 22 and front 24
of the walker appartus extend between the sides 26 and 28 thereof and the top 30 and
bottom 32 thereof. The top and bottom of the apparatus also extend between the sides 26
and 28 thereof.

[0013] The walker apparatus 20 comprises a pair of spaced-apart support members 34
and 36. The support members align with respective ones of the sides 26 and 28 of the
walker apparatus and extend from near the bottom 32 to the top 30 thereof. Each support

member in this example comprises a pair of legs or elongate members having lower ends



10

15

20

25

WO 2016/154754 PCT/CA2016/050371

and upper ends. This is seen for support member 36 by elongate members 38 and 40
having lower ends 42 and 44 and upper ends 46 and 48, respectively. A plurality of
wheels rotatably couple to the lower ends of the elongate members via wheel forks in this
example, as seen by wheel 50 coupling to end 44 of elongate member 40 via wheel fork

52.

[0014] Elongate members 38 extend upwards in a diagonal direction from rear to
front in this example, with their lower ends 42 being positioned adjacent the front 24 and
bottom 32 of the walker apparatus and with their upper ends 46 being positioned adjacent
the top 30 and rear 22 thereof. Elongate members 40 extend upwards in a diagonal
direction from rear to front in this example, with their lower ends 44 being positioned
adjacent the rear 22 and bottom 32 of the walker apparatus 20. The upper ends 48 of the
elongate members 40 couple to corresponding ones of the elongate members 38 at
locations interposed between the lower ends 42 and upper ends 46 of the elongate
members 38. Each of the support members 34 and 36 thus has the shape of an inverted Y

in side profile in this example.

[0015] The walker apparatus 20 includes a pair of spaced-apart horizontally-
extending elongate handles 54 and 56 which extend along the top 30 thereof and between
the rear 22 and front 24 thereof. The handles are j-shaped in this example, with curved
portions 60 thereof coupling to respective ones of the upper ends 46 of the elongate
members 38. The walker apparatus includes an arcuate-shaped backrest 62 positioned
along the front 24 thereof. The backrest is in the shape of a flexible strap in this example

and extends between and couples the handles 54 and 56 together.

[0016] The walker apparatus 20 described to this stage is directed to one example of a
walker appartus and walker apparatuses of other shapes and configurations are possible,
as would be clear to one skilled in the art. For example, the support members, handles
and backrests of the walker apparatuses set out in United States Patent No. 8,083,239 and
United States Patent Application No. 14/193,806 could be used in other embodiments,

the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference.
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[0017] As seen in Figure 2, the walker apparatus 20 includes a seat mounting, in this
example in the form of a pair of spaced-apart, elongate, laterally-extending members, in
this example tubing 64 and 66 which extend between and couple together with the
support members 34 and 36 in this example. Tubing 64 couples together and extends
between elongate members 38 of the support members. Tubing 66 couples together and

extends between elongate members 40 of the support members.

[0018] Referring back to Figure 1, the walker apparatus 20 includes a seat assembly
68 that couples to and extends between the support members 34 and 36. Chair 18 thus

comprises elongate members 38 and 40, backrest 62 and seat assembly 68.

[0019] As seen in Figure 2, the seat assembly comprises a planar member in this
example a base 70 which is rigid and which has a bottom 72 and a top 74 that is spaced-
apart from its bottom. The bottom of the base abuts on top of and couples to tubing 64
and 66. The seat assembly 68 and base 70 are substantially rectangular in top profile in
this example. Referring to Figure 2, base 70 has an elongate aperture 76 extending
therethrough for inserting a user’s hand and a gripping member 78 adjacent to the
aperture for selectively gripping the seat assembly 68 and walker apparatus 20. The
aperture 76 and gripping member 78 are positioned adjacent to the rear 22 of the walker

apparatus.

[0020] As seen in Figure 3, the base 70 of the seat assembly 68 has recessed region
80 extending inwards from top 74 thereof. The recessed region includes a pair of spaced-
apart laterally-extending elongate recessed channels 82 and 84 which align with the rear
22 and front 24 of the walker apparatus 20 in this example. The recessed region also
includes spaced-apart outer elongate recessed channels 86 and 88 that align adjacent to
sides 26 and 28 of the walker apparatus. Channels 86 and 88 extend between and are in
communication with channels 82 and 84 in this example. The recessed region 80 includes
spaced-apart inner elongate recessed channels 90 and 92 that are interposed between
sides 26 and 28 of the walker apparatus 20. Channels 90 and 92 extend between and are

in communication with channels 82 and 84 in this example.
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[0021] Each of the elongate recessed channels 82, 84, 86, 88, 90 and 92 of the
recessed region 80 of the base 70 of the seat assembly 68 are u-shaped in profile in this
example. Recessed channels 82, 84, 90 and 92 in this example are curved and are
outwardly convex relative to rear 22, front 24, side 26 and side 28, respectively, of the

walker apparatus 20.

[0022] The base 70 has a pair of spaced-apart peripheral elevated portions 91 and 93
which extend between channels 82, 84, 86 and 90 and recessed regions 82, 84, 88 and 92,
respectively. The base also has a centrally-positioned elevated portion 95 which is
interposed between portions 91 and 93. Elevated portion 95 is oval in shape when viewed

from above in this example and extends between channels 90 and 92 of the base 70.

[0023] Referring to Figure 3, the recessed region 80 further comprises a pair of
centrally-disposed outer receptacles 94 and 96. The receptacles are in communication
with and extend downwards from the channels 82 and 84, respectively. The receptacles
94 and 96 are cylindrical in shape in this example. The receptacles align with elevated
portion 95 of the base 70 of the seat assembly 68. The receptacles 94 and 96 align with

and are in communication with recessed channels 90 and 92.

[0024] As seen in Figure 3, the recessed region 80 has a pair of centrally-disposed
inner receptacles 98 and 100. The receptacles are interposed between sides 26 and 28 and
rear 22 and front 24 of the walker apparatus 20 in this example. The receptacles 98 and
100 are in communication with and extend downwards from channels 90 and 92,

respectively. The receptacles are rectangular prisms in shape in this example.

[0025] The seat assembly 68 has a pair of seat members 102 and 104, each of which
is generally rectangular when viewed from above in this example. The seat members
have outer ends 110 and 112 align with sides 26 and 28, respectively, of the walker
apparatus and inner ends 106 and 108 which are spaced-apart from the outer ends.
Referring to Figure 3, the outer ends of the seat members 102 and 104 pivotally connect

to the base 70 of the seat assembly 68 in this example via pairs of spaced-apart apart
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pivot rods, as seen by pivot rod 114 for seat member 102 in Figure 4. The rods extend
through bores in the seat members. Each of the seat members is selectively moveable
from a lowered position seen in Figures 1 and 2, in which the seat members extend in a
substantially horizontal direction, to an upper or raised position seen in Figures 3 to 6, in
which the seat members extend in a substantially vertical direction. As seen in Figure 2,
the inner ends 106 and 108 of the seat members 102 and 104 are adjacent to each other
when the seat members are in their lowered positions. The seat members are spring-
biased towards their raised positions via coil springs in this example, as best seen in
Figure 4 by springs 116 which extend about pivot rods 114 and exert an upward force

against seat member 102. Seat member 104 is biased in the same manner.

[0026] As seen in Figure 3, the seat members 102 and 104 include frame-like basket
retaining members 118 and 120 and cushion members 122 and 124 connected thereto.
Each basket retaining member is rigid and planar in this example. Basket retaining
member 118 is shaped to be received by and substantially mirror the shape of channels
82, 84, 86 and 90 and receptacles 94, 96 and 98. Basket retaining member 120 is shaped
to be received by channels 82, 84, 88 and 92 and receptacles 94, 96 and 100. The seat

members are spaced-apart when raised to receive basket 132.

[0027] Each of the basket retainer members has a pair of connector mechanisms, in
this example in the form of slotted channels positioned at distal corners thereof. This is
seen by channels 126 and 128 for retaining member 120 in Figure 3 at corners 127 and
129, with the channels having slots as seen by slot 130 for channel 128. The slotted
channels located adjacent to the inner ends of the seat members. Each of the slotted
channels 126 and 128 is semi-cylindrical in outer shape in this example and is shaped to
fit within half of its corresponding one of the receptacles 94 and 96, seen in Figure 3,
when the seat members 102 and 104 are in their lowered positions seen in Figure 1. The
slotted channels are configured to retain an object or accessory, in this example a basket
132 seen in Figure 5 when the seat members are in their raised positions; however, this is

not strictly required and the object may be another type of selectively hidden accessory in
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other embodiments. The seat assembly 68 may thus be said to function as an accessory

holder, in this example a basket holder.

[0028] The basket 132 in this example has a pair of spaced-apart elongate members,
in this example rods 134 and 136. The rods have spaced-apart ends shaped to be received
within the slotted channels of the basket retaining members, as seen by end 138 of rod
134 being received within slotted channel 128 of basket retaining member 118 in Figure
6. Each of the ends of the rods includes an annular channel 140 shaped to be received by
slots 130 with adjacent shoulders 142 and 144 thereof inhibiting dislodgement of the rods

from the channels.

[0029] As seen in Figure 5, the basket 132 further includes a flexible member 146
that is in the shape of a hollow rectangular prism in this example with an open top 148.
The flexible member is of fabric or other sheet-like material and has sleeves 150 and 152
through the rods 134 and 136 extend, the rods thus functioning to retain and suspend the
flexible member in place. The flexible member 146 extends between the basket retaining
members 118 and 120 when the rods 134 and 136 are so positioned within the slotted
channels 126 and 128 of the retaining members. The flexible member 146 has a rear 154
that aligns with the rear 22 of the walker apparatus 20 and a front 156 which is spaced-
apart from the rear and which aligns with the front of the apparatus. The flexible member
has a bottom 158 which is spaced-apart from open top 148 and which aligns with the top
74 of the base 70 of the seat assembly. The flexible member 146 has a pair of spaced-
apart sides 160 and 162 that align with the basket retaining members 118 and 120,
respectively. The rear 154, front 156 and bottom 158 extend between the sides 160 and
162 of the flexible member 146. The rear, front, bottom and sides of the flexible member

are each substantially rectangular in shape in this example.

[0030] Basket 132 thus may be inserted between the seat members 102 and 104 when
the seat members are in the raised positions and supported by the seat members thereby.
When the basket is not deployed, it may be connected to the side of the walker apparatus

or held onto by the user, for example.
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[0031] Referring to Figure 3, the seat assembly 68 includes a catch mechanism 164
for selectively biasing the seat members 102 and 104 towards their lowered positions
seen in Figures 1 and 2. The catch mechanism includes a pair of protrusions, in this
example spring-loaded pins 166 and 168. The pins are biased outwardly to abut against
respective ones of the seat members 102 and 104 when the members are in their lowered
positions. The basket retaining members have corresponding apertures, in this example
disposed within housings, for selectively receiving the pins. This is shown by aperture
170 located within housing 172 of retaining member 118. Housings 172 are generally
midway between corners 127 and 129 of the retaining members and are aligned by the
inner ends 106 of the seat members in this example. As seen in Figure 3, receptacles 98
and 100 are shaped to receive the housings 172 when the seat members 102 and 104 are
in their lowered positions. When the seat members are lowered, housings 172 abut
against pins 166 and 168, causing the pins to retract inwards. As the seat members
continue to be lowered, apertures 170 eventually align with the pins, enabling the pins to
extend outwards and into the apertures for retaining the seat members 102 and 104 in

their lowered positions as seen in Figures 1 and 2.

[0032] Referring to Figure 3, the catch mechanism 164 includes a push-button 174
that is operatively connected to the pins 166 and 168. Actuation of the push-button
downwards causes the pins to retract, thereby freeing the seat members to move to their
raised positions. Push-button 174 is between the seat members 102 and 104 and is
centrally located on elevated portion 95 of the base 70 of the seat assembly 68 in this

example.

[0033] Figures 7 to 9 show a walker apparatus 20.1 according to a second aspect.
Like parts have like numbers and functions as the walker apparatus 20 shown in Figures
1 to 6 with the addition of decimal extension “.1”. Walker apparatus 20.1 is substantially

the same as walker apparatus 20 shown in Figures 1 to 6 with the following exceptions.

[0034] Referring to Figure 7, the walker apparatus 20.1 includes a tray, in this

example a dinner tray 180. As seen in Figure 8, the tray has an upper surface 182 which
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faces the top 30.1 of the walker apparatus and a lower surface 184 opposite the upper
surface. The upper and lower surfaces of the tray are substantially rectangular in shape in
this example. The tray 180 has a pair of spaced-apart sides 186 and 188 which align
adjacent to sides 26.1 and 28.1, respectively, of the walker apparatus. The tray has a rear
190 which aligns adjacent to the channel 82.1 of the recessed region 80.1 of the seat
assembly 68.1. The tray 180 has a front 192 which aligns adjacent to the front 24.1 of the
walker apparatus 20.1. The tray includes a raised rim 194 which extends upwards from
the upper surface 182 thereof, from the perspective of Figure 8. The rim extends about
the top of the tray 180 and along the sides 186 and 188, rear 190 and front 192 of the tray.
The tray has a plurality of corners, in this example, rounded corners 196, 198, 200 and
202: corner 196 is adjacent to the front 192 and side 186 of the tray, corner 198 is
adjacent to the rear 190 and side 186 of the tray; corner 200 is adjacent to the side 188
and rear 190 of the tray; and corner 202 is adjacent to the side 188 and front 192 of the

tray.

[0035] The tray 180 pivotally couples to inner sides 204 and 206 of seat members
102.1 and 104.1, respectively, of the seat assembly 68.1. In this example, the tray
pivotally couples to the seat members via a plurality of outer link members 208, 210, 212,
and 214. The link members have first ends which pivotally couple to the tray 180
adjacent to respective ones of the corners of the tray. This is shown by first end 216 of

link member 210 coupling to the tray adjacent to corner 198 of the tray.

[0036] The seat members 102.1 and 104.1 have rear peripheral portions 218 and 220
which align with the rear 22.1 of the walker apparatus 20.1, and link members 210 and
212 align with said rear peripheral portions of the seat members in this example. The seat
members 102.1 and 104.1 have front peripheral portions 222 and 224 which align with
the front 24.1 of the walker apparatus 20.1, and link members 208 and 214 align with

said front peripheral portions of the seat members in this example.

[0037] The link members 208, 210, 212 and 214 have second ends which pivotally

couple to respective ones of the inner sides of the seat members. This is shown in Figure
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8 by second end 226 of the link member 214 pivotally coupling to retaining member
120.1 adjacent to inner side 206 and front peripheral portion 224 of seat member 104.1 of
the seat assembly 68.1. The second ends 226 of the link members 208, 210, 212 and 214
are spaced-apart above the first ends 216 of the link members when the seat members
102.1 and 104.1 are in their raised positions shown in Figure 8. The tray 180 is positioned
so as to be selectively hidden when the seat members are in their lowered positions seen
in Figure 9. The seat assembly 68.1 may thus be said to function as an accessory holder

in the form a tray holder.

[0038] Backstrap 62.1 in this example includes a lower strap 228 which extends in a
substantially horizontal manner generally in parallel with the elongate portions 230 and
232 of handles 56.1 and 54.1 in this example. The backstrap includes an upper strap 234
which couples to lower strap 228 via common ends 236 and 238. The upper strap of the
backstrap 62.1 is positioned above lower strap 228 and elongate portions 230 and 232 of
the handles. The backstrap has an aperture 240 extending therethrough. The aperture is
positioned between the upper and lower straps. The aperture 240 is generally oval in
shape in this example. The straps 228 and 234 and aperture 240 generally extend along
the front 24.1 of the walker apparatus 20.1 in this example. The backstrap 62.1 further
includes a pair of cushion members 242 and 244 in this example extending about straps

228 and 234, respectively.

[0039] Figures 10 to 14 show a walker apparatus 20.2 according to a third aspect.
Like parts have like numbers and functions as the walker apparatus 20.1 shown in
Figures 7 to 9 with decimal extension “.2” replacing decimal extension “.1” and being
added for parts not previously having decimal extensions. Walker apparatus 20.2 is
substantially the same as walker apparatus 20.1 shown in Figures 7 to 9 with the

following exceptions.

[0040] Tray 180.2 in this embodiment includes a collapsible peripheral wall 246. As
seen in Figure 11, the wall extends about the rear 190.2, front 192.2 and sides 186.2 and

188.2 of the tray and extends upwards from the rim 194.2 of the tray when the seat
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members 102.2 and 104.2 are in their at least partially raised positions. As seen in Figure
12, the wall 246 has a lower peripheral edge 247 which in this example couples to rim
194.2. The wall has an upper peripheral edge 249 spaced-apart from the lower peripheral
edge thereof.

[0041] Referring back to Figure 10, the wall 246 includes a plurality of elongate,
rounded corner supports. This is shown by corner supports 248 and 250 in Figure 10
which are adjacent to the inner side 206.2 of seat member 104.2. The corner supports are
flexible, arc-shaped in top profile in this example, and extend between the lower
peripheral edge 247 and the upper peripheral edge 249 of the wall. The wall 246 further
includes a plurality of flexible planar members, in this example flexible meshes. This is
shown by mesh 252 extending between supports 248 and 250 and between the lower
peripheral edge 247 and upper peripheral edge 249 of the wall. Each mesh is made of
fabric in this example; however, this is not strictly required and the mesh may be made of
other materials such as plastic or the like, in other example. The wall 246 may function to

inhibit food from falling off of the tray 180.2, for example.

[0042] Seat assembly 68.2 does not include a catch mechanism in this example. As
seen in Figure 10, the recessed region 80.2 of the base 70.2 of the seat assembly 68.2 is
substantially in the shape of a rectangular prism in this example. The recessed region of
the base of the seat assembly extends between sides 26.2 and 28.2, rear 22.2 and front
24.2 of the walker apparatus 20.2 in this example. The recessed region 80.2 of the base
70.2 of the seat assembly 68.2 is shaped to receive the tray 180.2 when the seat members

102.2 and 104.2 are in their lowered positions seen in Figure 14.

[0043] The wall 246 of the tray 180.2 is folded at least in part and positioned below
the seat members 102.2 and 104.2 when the seat members are in their lowered positions.
The meshes 252 and corner supports 248 and 250 of the wall fold inwards in this example
so as to abut the upper surface 182.2 of tray 180.2 when the seat members are in their
lowered positions. The wall 246 extends in a substantially planar manner when the seat

members 102.2 and 104.2 are in their lowered positions in this example. The tray 180 is
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substantially hidden beneath the seat members 102.2 and 104.2 of the seat assembly 68.2

in this embodiment when the seat members are in their lowered positions.

[0044] As seen in Figures 10 and 12, the seat assembly 68.2 further includes a pair of
connecting members, in this example a pair of inner link members 254 and 256. As seen
in Figure 12, first ends 258 and 260 of the link members 254 and 256, respectively,
pivotally couple to inner sides 204.2 and 206.2 of seat members 102.2 and 104.2 at
locations between the rear and front peripheral portions of the seat members in this
example. Second ends 262 and 264 of the link members pivotally couple to upper
peripheral edge 249 of the wall 246 adjacent to sides 186.2 and 188.2, respectively, of the
tray 180.2.

[0045] When the seat members 102.2 and 104.2 are moved to their raised positioned
seen in Figure 10, this causes the link members 254 and 256 seen in Figure 12 to pull
upwards on the peripheral edge 249 of wall 246. The wall as a result is caused to unfold
to its open position seen in Figure 10 to receive items therewithin. Tray 180.2, with its
wall 246, may thus be referred to as a foldable or collapsible basket. Walker apparatus
20.2 as herein described thus provides a tray 180.2 that folds together with the rest of the
seat assembly 68.2 covering down and therefore may save the user from having to look

for a tray when needed.

[0046] As seen in Figure 12, each of the outer link members has a slot extending
therethrough adjacent to its second end thereof in this example. This is seen by slot 266
extending through outer link member 212.2 adjacent to its end 226.2. The seat members
of the seat assembly 68.2 pivotally couple to the outer link members via protrusions
which extend through and slidably along said slots in this example. This is shown by
protrusion 268 of seat member 104.2 slidably extending through slot 266 of link member
2122

[0047] It will be appreciated that many variations are possible within the scope of the

invention described herein. The connectors that actuates lowering of the trays described
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herein can be in various configurations, not limited to link members or hinge rods. For
example, the connectors may be a piano-type hinge. Also, the specific positioning of the
link members or connectors is not strictly required either, as they may be either located

on both sides of the tray or at the center thereof, for example.

[0048] For example, the tray 180 in an alternative embodiment may be selectively
removeable in order to lower the seat members 102.1 and 104.1 of seat assembly 68.1 of
the walker apparatus 20.1. It will also be understood by someone skilled in the art that
many of the details provided above are by way of example only and are not intended to
limit the scope of the invention which is to be determined with reference to at least the

following claims.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED I8S:

1. A seat assembly comprising:

a pair of seat members each of which is selectively moveable from a lowered
position in which the seat members extend in a substantially horizontal direction
to an upper position in which the seat members extend in a substantially vertical
direction, the seat members being configured to retain an object when in their

upper positions.

2. The seat assembly as claimed in claim 1 wherein the object is an accessory.
3. The seat assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the object is a basket.
4, The seat assembly as claimed in claim 3, further including said basket, the basket

extending between and being supported by the seat members when the seat

members are in the upper positions.

5. The seat assembly as claimed in any one of claims 3 and 4, wherein each of the

seat members includes a connector mechanism that selectively connects the

basket thereto.
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The seat assembly as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 5 wherein each of the seat
members has an outer end and an inner end, the inner ends of the seat members

abutting each other when the seat members are in their lowered positions.

The seat assembly as claimed in claim 5 wherein each of the seat members has an
inner end, the inner ends of the seat members abutting each other when the seat
members are in their lowered positions, the connector mechanism being located

adjacent to the inner ends of the seat members.

The seat assembly as claimed in claim 1 wherein each of the seat members has an
inner end, the inner ends of the seat members abutting each other when the seat
members are in their lowered positions, and a slot located adjacent to its

respective inner end for receiving a respective end of a basket.

The seat assembly as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 8 further including a catch
mechanism that selectively biases the seat members towards their lowered
positions, actuation of the catch mechanism enabling the seat members move

towards their upper positions.

The seat assembly as claimed in claim 9 wherein the seat members are spring-

biased towards their upper positions.
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The seat assembly as claimed in claim 1 further comprising a catch mechanism,
the catch mechanism including a pair of protrusions which are outwardly-biased
to abut against respective ones of the seat members in their lowered positions and
a push-button operatively connected to the protrusions, actuation of the push-
button causing the protrusions to retract, thereby freeing the seat members to

move to their upper positions.

The seat assembly as claimed in claim 11 wherein the protrusions are spring-

loaded pins.

The seat assembly as claimed in any one of claims 11 and 12, wherein the catch

mechanism is interposed between the seat members.

The seat assembly as claimed in claim 1 further including a planar member to

which the seat members pivotally couple.

The seat assembly as claimed in claim 14, wherein the seat members pivotally
couple to the planar member at outer ends thereof and wherein the seat assembly
further includes a catch mechanism coupled to the planar member, the catch

mechanism selectively retaining the seat members in their lowered positions.

The seat assembly as claimed in claim 1, further including a planar member to

which the seat members pivotally couple, the planar member having a recessed
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region shaped to receive the object when the seat members are in their lowered

positions.

The seat assembly as claimed in claim 16, wherein the object is pivotally coupled

to respective ones of the seat members.

The seat assembly as claimed in any one of claims 16 to 17 wherein the object is
pivotally coupled to inner sides of respective ones of the seat members via a

plurality of link members.

The seat assembly as claimed in any one of claims 1 and 16 to 18, wherein the

object is a tray.

The seat assembly as claimed in claim 19 wherein the link members are

positioned adjacent to respective corners of the tray.

The seat assembly as claimed in any one of claims 19 and 20, further including
the tray, the tray additionally including a collapsible peripheral wall, the wall
extending in a substantially planar manner when the seat members are in their

lowered positions.

The seat assembly as claimed in any one of claims 1 and 16 to 18, wherein the

object is a collapsible basket.
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The seat assembly as claimed in claim 22, wherein the collapsible basket is

substantially hidden beneath the seat members when the seat members are in their

lowered positions.

A chair comprising the seat assembly as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 23.

The chair as claimed in claim 24, further including a pair of spaced-apart support

members, the seat members pivotally connecting to respective ones of the support

members.

A walker apparatus comprising the seat assembly as claimed in any one of claims

1 to 25.

A walker apparatus comprising:

a pair of spaced-apart support members;

a seat assembly comprising a pair of seat members pivotally connecting to

respective ones of the support members, the seat members being moveable from

lowered positions to upper positions; and
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an accessory extendable between and being supported by the seat members when

in the seat members are in their upper positions.

The walker apparatus as claimed in claim 27 wherein the accessory is a basket.
The walker apparatus as claimed in claim 27 wherein the accessory is a foldable
basket, the basket being both folded at least in part and positioned below the seat
members when the seat members are in their lowered positions.

The walker apparatus as claimed in claim 27 wherein the accessory is a tray.

The walker apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 27 to 30 further including a
catch mechanism which selectively biases the seat members in towards their
lowered positions, actuation of the catch mechanism enabling the seat members to
move towards their upper positions.

The walker apparatus as claimed in claim 31 wherein the catch mechanism is
interposed between the seat members and wherein the seat members are spring-
biased towards the upper positions thereof.

A walker apparatus comprising:

a pair of spaced-apart support members; and
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a seat member which pivotally connects to one of the support members, the seat
member being moveable from a lowered position to a raised position, the seat
member being spring-biased towards the raised position, the seat member

functioning as an accessory holder in its raised position.

The apparatus as claimed in claim 33 further including a catch mechanism that

selectively biases the seat member towards its lowered position, actuation of the

catch mechanism enabling the seat member to move towards its raised position.

The walker apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 33 and 34, wherein the

accessory holder is a basket holder.

The walker apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 33 and 34, wherein the

accessory holder is a tray holder.
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