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1
ADJUSTABLE FEEDING UNIT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Application No. 63/348,508, filed Jun. 3, 2022,
entitled “Adjustable Feeding Unit” which is incorporated by
reference herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

When nursing or feeding (for example, breastfeeding or
bottle feeding) an infant, suboptimal positioning of the
infant increases the incidence of digestive difficulties. This
is discomforting for both the infant and the infant’s care-
giver. To improve an infant’s positioning, a caregiver typi-
cally needs to elevate the infant’s head above its stomach
such that the infant is feeding at or close to the optimal
feeding angle. To attain the optimal feeding angle, a care-
giver generally supports the infant with their arms and/or
wrists. However, prolonged feeding durations strain the
arms and/or the wrists of the caregiver.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying figures, where like reference numerals
refer to identical or functionally similar elements throughout
the separate views, together with the detailed description
below, are incorporated in and form part of the specification,
and serve to further illustrate embodiments of concepts that
include the claimed invention and explain various principles
and advantages of those embodiments.

FIGS. 1A through 1E are various orthogonal views of an
exemplary positioning element that is applicable alongside
several positioning elements to form a stack of a feeding
unit, in accordance with some embodiments;

FIGS. 2A through 2D are various views of an exemplary
stack of a feeding unit that includes three positioning
elements mounted one over the other, in accordance with
some embodiments;

FIG. 3 is a view of an exemplary stack of a feeding unit
that includes two positioning elements, in accordance with
some embodiments;

FIG. 4 is a view of an exemplary stack in which one or
more positioning elements are oriented differently than one
or more other positioning elements of said exemplary stack,
in accordance with some embodiments;

FIGS. 5A through 5C are various views illustrating an
application of a closed loop flexible member that serves as
a grab handle for the stack 104 of FIGS. 2A through 2D, in
accordance with some embodiments;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are views illustrating a flexible sheet or
a pliant sheet or a cover covering the stack of FIGS. 2A
through 2D, in accordance with some embodiments;

FIGS. 7A through 7C are various views illustrating an
exemplary elevating element and its application, in accor-
dance with some embodiments;

FIGS. 8A and 8B are views that illustrate alternative
configurations or profiles of the positioning element of
FIGS. 1A to 1E, in accordance with some embodiments;

FIGS. 9A through 9L are various views illustrating exem-
plary applications of various embodiments of the feeding
unit, in accordance with some embodiments;
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FIG. 10 is a view illustrating another exemplary applica-
tion of the feeding unit, in accordance with some embodi-
ments; and

FIGS. 11A through 12 illustrate yet other exemplary
applications of the stack or the feeding unit, in accordance
with some embodiments.

Skilled artisans will appreciate that elements in the figures
are illustrated for simplicity and clarity and have not nec-
essarily been drawn to scale. For example, the dimensions of
some of the elements in the figures may be exaggerated
relative to other elements to help to improve understanding
of embodiments.

The apparatus and method components have been repre-
sented where appropriate by conventional symbols in the
drawings, showing only those specific details that are per-
tinent to understanding the embodiments so as not to
obscure the description with details that will be readily
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art having the
benefit of the description herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The embodiments described herein are related to a feed-
ing unit that provides support during a feeding activity (for
example, an infant feeding activity), and, in particular, to an
adjustable feeding unit that could be angularly adjusted to
correct a position of an infant or a caregiver, during the
feeding activity.

In one aspect, an adjustable feeding unit for providing
support during a feeding activity is described. The adjustable
feeding unit includes a stack of multiple positioning ele-
ments mounted one over the other such that the positioning
elements define a base surface and an angularly raised
surface disposed at an angular offset with respect to the base
surface. One or more of the positioning elements are remov-
able from the stack to adjust the angular offset between the
base surface and the angularly raised surface.

Reference will now be made in detail to specific embodi-
ments or features, examples of which are illustrated in the
accompanying drawings. Generally, corresponding refer-
ence numbers may be used throughout the drawings to refer
to the same or corresponding parts, e.g., 1, 1', 1", 101 and
201 could refer to one or more comparable components used
in the same and/or different depicted embodiments.

Referring to FIGS. 1A through 1E, and also in conjunc-
tion with FIGS. 2A through 2D, a positioning element 100
is shown and described. The positioning element 100 is one
among the several positioning elements that are mounted
one over the other to form a stack 104 (see FIGS. 2A through
2D), and which are then combined and/or retained together
s0 as to be applied as a feeding unit 108 (also see FIGS. 9A
through 9C and FIG. 10). The feeding unit 108 is applied
during a nursing activity or a feeding activity. In some
examples, the feeding activity includes an activity, for
example, a breastfeeding activity or a bottle feeding activity,
associated with an infant. During a feeding activity, the
feeding unit 108 can be used to provide support (for
example, to the infant and/or to a caregiver). Aspects related
to the manner in which the stack 104 and/or the feeding unit
108 can be applied during the feeding activity to provide
support are described later. The stack 104 (and/or the
feeding unit 108) can have other uses and applications as
well, and those that are described here are purely exemplary.

With continued reference to FIGS. 1A through 1E, details
related to the positioning element 100 is now described. The
positioning element 100 includes a wedge-shaped body 112
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(annotated in FIG. 1A) that defines a first end 116 and a
second end 120. The second end 120 is disposed oppositely
to the first end 116, as shown. The first end 116 defines a first
end surface 124 (see FIG. 1B) of the wedge-shaped body
112 and the second end 120 defines a second end surface 128
(see FIG. 1C) of the wedge-shaped body 112. In some
embodiments, one or both the first end surface 124 and the
second end surface 128 are planar surfaces and the first end
surface 124 and the second end surface 128 are parallel to
each other. Alternatively, one or both the first end surface
124 and the second end surface 128 include non-planar
surfaces, for example, curved surfaces or irregularly shaped
surfaces. Alternatively, the first end surface 124 and the
second end surface 128 are non-parallel to each other, in
certain cases—for example, when the one or both the first
end surface 124 and the second end surface 128 include
non-planar surfaces.

The wedge-shaped body 112 (see FIG. 1A) defines an
underbody surface 132 and a ramp surface 136. The term
‘underbody’, as used here, has been applied in concurrence
with the exemplary orientation of the wedge-shaped body
112 as illustrated in FIGS. 1A, 1B, 1C, and 1E. Said term
‘underbody’ does not necessarily mean that the underbody
surface 132 will always remain under or below the ramp
surface 136 when using the stack 104 or the feeding unit
108. The ramp surface 136 is inclined at an angle (for
example, a wedge angle, W) (see FIG. 1E) to the underbody
surface 132. As shown through several views of the posi-
tioning element 100 in FIGS. 1A through 1E, each of the
underbody surface 132 and the ramp surface 136 extends
from the first end 116 (or the first end surface 124) to the
second end 120 (or the second end surface 128), and as the
ramp surface 136 extends from the first end 116 (or the first
end surface 124) to the second end 120 (or the second end
surface 128), the ramp surface 136 moves further away or is
progressively distanced from the underbody surface 132.

Given the inclined or angular orientation of the ramp
surface 136 with respect to the underbody surface 132, a
cross-sectional area of the wedge-shaped body 112 defined
at the first end 116 is smaller than a cross-sectional area of
the wedge-shaped body 112 defined at the second end 120.
In other words, a thickness, T1, defined between the under-
body surface 132 and the ramp surface 136 at the first end
116 is smaller than a thickness, T2, defined between the
underbody surface 132 and the ramp surface 136 at the
second end 120. Also, an area of the first end surface 124 is
smaller than an area of the second end surface 128. In some
embodiments, the wedge angle, W, between the ramp sur-
face 136 and the underbody surface 132 can take any value
within a range of 5 degrees to 60 degrees. It will be
appreciated that said range is provided purely for illustrative
purposes and/or as an example and is not to be viewed as
limiting in any way.

The wedge-shaped body 112 also defines a first lateral
side surface 140 and a second lateral side surface 144. The
first lateral side surface 140 and the second lateral side
surface 144 are respectively defined or disposed on either
lateral sides of the wedge-shaped body 112. The first lateral
side surface 140 and the second lateral side surface 144
extend between the underbody surface 132 and the ramp
surface 136 and also span from the first end 116 (or the first
end surface 124) to the second end 120 (or the second end
surface 128) of the wedge-shaped body 112. In some
embodiments, a distance, D1, between the first lateral side
surface 140 and the second lateral side surface 144 at the
first end 116 is smaller than a distance, D2, between the first
lateral side surface 140 and the second lateral side surface
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144 at the second end 120 (see FIGS. 1B and/or 1D). In
some embodiments, the distance, D1, and the distance, D2,
are same or equal.

The first lateral side surface 140 defines a first concavity
148 and the second lateral side surface 144 defines a second
concavity 152 (see FIGS. 1B and 1D). The first concavity
148 and the second concavity 152 correspond to respective
curved profiles of the first lateral side surface 140 and the
second lateral side surface 144, which is rounded inwards
and directed into the wedge-shaped body 112 of the posi-
tioning element 100, as shown. As an example, each of the
first concavity 148 and the second concavity 152 extend
from the first end 116 to the second end 120 and, although
not limited, each of the first concavity 148 and the second
concavity 152 includes a profile of continuous curve,
although the first concavity 148 and the second concavity
152 can include a profile of a non-continuous curve, in
certain cases. In some embodiments, one or both the first
concavity 148 and the second concavity 152 includes the
profile of a circular arc. In some embodiments, both the first
lateral side surface 140 and the second lateral side surface
144 include corrugated surfaces (not shown). Further, the
positioning element 100 is formed from one or more of a
general foam material, or a medical grade material, or a high
density foam material, or a memory foam material, or a
plastic material, or a silicone material, or an equivalent
material now known or in the future developed.

In some embodiments, the positioning element 100
includes the following exemplary specifications or dimen-
sions: the first end 116 defines a length between 4 to 16
inches and thickness between 0.25 inches to 4 inches; the
second end 120 defines a length between 5 to 18 inches and
thickness between 1 to 8 inches; the first lateral side surface
140 and the second lateral side surface 144 each define a
length between 6 to 22 inches. The aforementioned exem-
plary specifications or dimensions for the positioning ele-
ment 100 are provided for illustrative purposes alone and the
positioning element 100 can include other values. The
aforesaid values need not be viewed as limiting in any way.

Referring to FIGS. 2A through 2D, the stack 104, appli-
cable to be used as the feeding unit 108, is described. The
stack 104 includes one or more positioning elements (such
as the positioning element 100) and such positioning ele-
ments are mounted one over the other so as to form the stack
104. For example, the stack 104 includes three positioning
elements (for example, a first positioning element 100", a
second positioning element 100", and a third positioning
element 100 —) mounted one over the other, with the first
positioning element 100" acquiring an uppermost position in
the stack 104; the third positioning element 100" acquiring
a lowermost position in the stack 104; and the second
positioning element 100" being sandwiched between the
first positioning element 100' and the third positioning
element 100" in the stack 104. The number of the position-
ing elements, as described above for the stack 104, are
provided for illustrative purposes alone, and the stack 104
can include any number of positioning elements.

Although not limited, all positioning elements 100", 100",
100" of the stack 104 are identical (for example, in dimen-
sion and/or in profile) to each other. In this regard, each of
the positioning elements 100", 100", 100" include each of
the features described for the positioning element 100.
Therefore, description corresponding to the positioning ele-
ment 100 are applicable to each of the first positioning
element 100", the second positioning element 100", and the
third positioning element 100™. Also, same or similar ref-
erence numerals, as used for describing the features of the
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positioning element 100, are used to describe the common
features of any of the first positioning element 100', the
second positioning element 100", and the third positioning
element 100". For example, the same or similar reference
numerals applied for identifying common features and/or
elements are used or denoted with a prime ().

In some embodiments, the stack 104 includes the posi-
tioning elements 100", 100", 100" mounted in the same
orientation. More specifically, the stack 104, as formed by
exemplarily mounting the three positioning elements 100",
100", 100™ one over the other, have the first ends 116 (for
example, the first end 116') of the wedge-shaped body 112
of each of the positioning elements 100', 100", 100" (for
example, the first positioning element 100') abut a first end
116 (for example, the first end 116") of a wedge-shaped body
112 of another (adjacent or adjoining) positioning element
(for example, the second positioning element 100"). In so
doing, the stack 104 has the first ends 116', 116", 116™
corresponding to the positioning elements 100', 100", 100™
generally face the same direction and has the second ends
120", 120", 120" corresponding to the positioning elements
100", 100", 100" generally face the opposite direction. The
term ‘generally’ is used here as the second ends 120', 120",
120", when viewed collectively, appear to turn in an angular
direction (for example, see angular direction, F) (FIG. 2D),
causing a (minor) variation in a direction of one second end
120 with respect to a direction of another second end
120—same can also be said about the first ends 116', 116",
116™.

In other words, the positioning elements 100', 100", 100™
of the stack 104 (as exemplarily shown in FIGS. 2A through
2D) are oriented consistently such that all first ends 116
(116', 116", 116™") are aligned together and such that all
second ends 120 (120", 120", 120") are aligned together. In
so doing, the first concavity 148 corresponding to each of the
positioning elements 100", 100", 100" sits flush with one
another to combinedly define a first arcuate section 156 (see
FIGS. 2B and 2C) of the stack 104, and, similarly, the
second concavity 152 corresponding to each the positioning
elements 100", 100", 100" sits flush with one another to
combinedly define a second arcuate section 160 (see FIGS.
2B and 2C) of the stack 104. The first arcuate section 156
and the second arcuate section 160 helps the stack 104 or the
feeding unit 108 suitably conform to one or more body
portions of a user or a caregiver when setting the stack 104
or the feeding unit 108 close to themselves during the
feeding activity.

Referring to FIG. 2D, further details of the stack 104 are
described. With the stack 104 including the positioning
elements 100', 100", 100" mounted one over the other and
with them being oriented consistently or in the same direc-
tion, the stack 104 of the positioning elements 100, 100",
100" defines a base surface 164 and an angularly raised
surface 168 (for example, angularly raised with respect to
the base surface 164). The angularly raised surface 168 is
disposed at an angular offset, A, with respect to the base
surface 164. The underbody surface 132 of the lowermost
positioning element (for example, the third positioning
element 100™) in the stack 104 defines the base surface 164,
while the ramp surface 136 of the uppermost positioning
element (for example, the first positioning element 100") in
the stack 104 defines the angularly raised surface 168.

With continued reference to FIG. 2D, and, in some
embodiments, positioning elements 100', 100", 100" are
coupled or connected in sequence so as to be arranged into
the stack 104. In this regard, a connecting mechanism is
applied to couple one positioning element to another (adja-
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cent) positioning element. For example, an underbody sur-
face 132 of a wedged-shaped body 112 of one positioning
element (for example, the first positioning element 100')
includes a connecting surface and the ramp surface 136 of a
wedged-shaped body 112 of a successively arranged posi-
tioning element (for example, the second positioning ele-
ment 100") includes a coupling surface. When mounting
said positioning elements one over the other, the connecting
surface is brought into contact and engagement with the
coupling surface such that the two surfaces are coupled to
each other and such that the two positioning elements are
stacked one over the other and retained together.

As an example, for coupling one positioning element 100",
100", 100" to another positioning element 100", 100", 100"
so as to form the stack 104, the connecting mechanism
includes a Velcro mechanism 180. In this regard, an under-
body surface 132 of a wedge-shaped body 112 of one
positioning element (see first positioning element 100"
includes a first Velcro surface 184 and the ramp surface 136
of'a wedge-shaped body 112 of another (adjacent or adjoin-
ing) positioning element (for example, the second position-
ing element 100") includes a second Velcro surface 188. The
second Velcro surface 188 is complementary to the first
Velcro surface 184. To attain the coupling between one
positioning element (for example, the first positioning ele-
ment 100") and another positioning element (for example,
the second positioning element 100"), the first Velcro sur-
face 184 and second Velcro surface 188 are brought together
to be connected to each other. In that manner, the two
positioning elements 100, 100" are coupled to each other.
Such connections or couplings are contemplated between
other positioning elements 100", 100", 100" of the stack 104
as well.

Additionally, or optionally, the connecting mechanism
can include other means or methods of attaining the con-
nection. As an example, the connecting mechanism, config-
ured to couple one positioning element to another (adjacent)
positioning element, can include one or more of Velcro, or
magnets, or snap fittings, or double-sided tapes (not shown),
which can be arranged between any two of the successively
arranged positioning elements 100", 100", 100", allowing
said two successive positioning elements to be coupled
and/or connected to each other.

The angular offset, A, of the stack 104 is adjustable by
varying the number of positioning elements per stack. For
example, one or more positioning elements 100', 100", 100™
can be removed from the stack 104, and/or one or more of
the positioning elements (similar to positioning element
100) can be added (or returned) to the stack 104. When one
or more positioning elements (for example, the third posi-
tioning element 100™) are removed from the stack 104, a
stack 104' as shown in FIG. 3, is obtained. When one or
more positioning elements (for example, the third position-
ing element 100™) are added (or returned) to the stack 104,
the stack 104 is obtained. It will be appreciated that the stack
104 is also adjustable so as to include only a single posi-
tioning element (for example, the first positioning element
100" alone, and in which the second positioning element
100" and the third positioning element 100" can be absent.

Referring to FIG. 4, alternatively, it is possible for one or
more of the positioning elements 100', 100", 100" to be
oriented in different directions or opposite directions with
respect to the orientations of one or more other positioning
elements 100", 100", 100™ of the stack 104. In this regard,
FIG. 4 offers a view of an exemplary stack 104" in which
first ends 116', 116" associated with the first positioning
element 100" and the second positioning element 100" are
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generally facing the same direction, while the first end 116™
associated with the third positioning element 100™ is gen-
erally facing an opposite direction (for example, opposite
when compared to the direction of said first ends 116, 116"
associated with the first positioning element 100" and the
second positioning element 100"). In such a case, the
underbody surface 132 of the lowermost positioning element
(for example, the third positioning element 100™) in the
stack 104" defines a base surface 164' of the stack 104" and
the ramp surface 136 of the uppermost positioning element
(for example, the first positioning element 100") of the stack
104" defines an angularly raised surface 168' of the stack
104". An angular offset, B, obtained between said angularly
raised surface 168' and the base surface 164" of the exem-
plary stack 104" is different and smaller than the angular
offset, A, obtained between the angularly raised surface 168
and the base surface 164 of the stack 104 (see FIG. 2D).
Also, an overall height, H2, of the exemplary stack 104" is
smaller than an overall height, H1, of the stack 104.

In some embodiments, the positioning elements 100",
100", 100" forming the stack 104 are non-identical or
non-similar (for example, in dimension and/or in profile) to
each other. As an example, the wedge angle, W, (see FIG.
1E) of one positioning element 100', 100", 100" of the stack
104 differs from the wedge angle, W, of another positioning
element 100', 100", 100™ of the stack 104. In yet some
embodiments, each positioning element 100, 100", 100" of
the stack 104 is similar or identical (for example, in dimen-
sion and/or in profile), but only to some, and not all, of the
positioning elements 100', 100", 100™ of the stack 104
and/or also accordingly include only some, and not all, of the
features described for the positioning element 100. Many
such variations can be contemplated based on the descrip-
tion here, but without departure from the claimed subject
matter.

Referring to FIGS. 5A through 5C, and in some embodi-
ments, the wedge-shaped body 112 includes one or more
slits (for example, see slit 192, FIG. 5A). As an example, the
slit 192 is formed at or close to the second end 120 of the
wedge-shaped body 112, as shown, although it is possible
for the slit 192 to be formed elsewhere on the wedge-shaped
body 112—for example, the slit 192 is formed at or close to
the first end 116 of the wedge-shaped body 112, or towards
one of the first lateral side surface 140 or the second lateral
side surface 144 of the wedge-shaped body 112. The slit 192
extends from the ramp surface 136 to the underbody surface
132. In some embodiments, slits, similar to the slit 192, are
correspondingly provided for the positioning elements 100",
100", 100™, as well, and combinedly, said slits are referred
to as ‘slits 192°.

When the positioning elements 100', 100", 100" are
mounted one over the other for either attaining or adjusting
the angular offset (for example, angular offset, A, between
the base surface 164 and the angularly raised surface 168),
the slits 192 associated with each of the positioning element
100", 100", 100" are aligned with each other such that a
closed loop flexible member 196, which can include one or
more of a piece of cloth, Velcro, silicone, elastic, plastic,
fabric, rope, and/or any other flexible material, now known
or in the future developed, is passed through the slits 192. To
form the closed loop flexible member 196, a flexible piece
or a strip of a cloth is first routed or passed through the slits
192, and then one end of the flexible piece is connected to
another end of the flexible piece (by any suitable fastening
or securing mechanism) such that the flexible piece defines
and form the closed loop flexible member 196 (see FIGS. 5B
and 5C).
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When the closed loop flexible member 196 is engaged
with the positioning elements 100', 100", 100" through the
slits 192, the closed loop flexible member 196 defines a
portion which is distanced from the stack 104 so as to allow
a caregiver’s or a user’s palm or fingers to be inserted
therethrough, permitting the closed loop flexible member
196 to be held or grabbed by the caregiver or the user (see
FIG. 5C). Such a feature allows the closed loop flexible
member 196 to serve as a grab handle for the stack 104 or
the feeding unit 108. In that manner, the closed loop flexible
member 196 is applied in conjunction with the stack 104
and/or is made part of the stack 104 or the feeding unit 108.

In some embodiments, the slits 192 need not be aligned to
allow for varying the angular offset, A, (see FIG. 2D) and
formation of the overall stack 104. In some embodiments,
each positioning element 100", 100", 100" has multiple slits
so that the stack 104 can be aligned differently by passing
the closed loop flexible member 196 in different formations
s0 as to attain a different stack formation (for example, the
formation of the stack 104" in FIG. 4). Although not limited,
the slits 192 can be in the form of a hole to allow a
complementarily shaped closed loop flexible member (for
example, one that resembles a shoelace) to pass through.

Referring to FIGS. 6A and 6B, the feeding unit 108
includes a cover or a flexible sheet or a pliant sheet 198, for
example, in the form of a cloth 200 or other similar
materials, now known or in the future developed (for
example, a flexible cover or a flexible cloth piece) to enclose
the stack 104. For example, the cloth 200 covers the stack
104 and retains the stack 104 as a single unit. The cloth 200
is made from any suitable material which is easily wrapped
and wound around the stack 104 and which is then turned
and tied into itself such that the cloth 200 is fully or at least
partially enclosing the stack 104 therein. The cloth 200 is
also washable. In some embodiments, one or more exten-
sions (not shown) of the cloth 200 are wound around the
stack 104 and tied together such that the extensions, in
concert, serve as a grab handle for the stack 104 or for the
feeding unit 108. In such a case, the closed loop flexible
member 196 can be omitted from the feeding unit 108. In
some embodiments, the cloth 200 includes a separate or an
independent handle (not shown) that can be made from the
same material as the cloth 200 or a material which is
different from the material of the cloth 200 now known or in
the future developed.

Referring to FIGS. 7A through 7C, the feeding unit 108
include one or more elevating elements (see an elevating
element 204). The elevating element 204 is used to elevate
or raise the stack 104. The elevating element 204 includes a
planarly laid out body defining a thickness, E. Although not
limited, the thickness, E, is constant throughout an extension
(for example, a planar extension) of the elevating element
204. The elevating element 204 includes a first end portion
208 and a second end portion 212 and further includes a first
lateral side portion 216 and a second lateral side portion 220
extending between the first end portion 208 and the second
end portion 212. The first lateral side portion 216 and the
second lateral side portion 220, in some embodiments,
respectively define a first curved contour 224 and a second
curved contour 228 of the elevating element 204. Further,
the elevating element 204, in some embodiments, is made
from the same material as one or more of the positioning
elements 100", 100", 100", and thus includes one or more of
a general foam material, or a medical grade material, or a
high density foam material, or a memory foam material, or
a plastic material, or a silicone material, or an equivalent
material now known or in the future developed.
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In an assembly of the elevating element 204 with the stack
104, the elevating element 204 is positioned under and/or is
brought into contact with the base surface 164 of the stack
104 such that the elevating element 204 is placed beneath or
under the stack 104. In so doing, the elevating element 204
elevates or raises an overall height (for example, height, H1)
of the stack 104 by a value that equals or corresponds to the
thickness, E, of the elevating element 204 (see height, H1',
FIG. 7B). Further, when the elevating element 204 is placed
under the stack 104, the first curved contour 224 of the first
lateral side portion 216 is aligned with the first arcuate
section 156 of the stack 104 and the second curved contour
228 of the second lateral side portion 220 is aligned with the
second arcuate section 160 of the stack 104. A connection of
the elevating element 204 with the base surface 164 of the
stack 104 can be attained by using a connecting mechanism,
which can be similar to the connecting mechanism discussed
in connection with FIG. 2D.

Effectively, adding or removing one or more of the
positioning elements 100", 100", 100" changes the angle (or
the angular offset, A) of the stack 104 (or the feeding unit
108) and removing or adding the elevating element 204
changes the height (for example, height, H1) of the stack 104
(or the feeding unit 108). It will be appreciated that the stack
104 or the feeding unit 108 can include more than one
elevating element.

In some embodiments, the elevating element 204 is inte-
grally formed with one of the positioning elements 100",
100", 100"™. For example, the elevating element 204 is
integrally formed with the third positioning element 100" of
the stack 104 to define a positioning element 700 (see FIG.
7C). In such a case, the assembly and connection between
the elevating element 204 and the base surface 164 of the
stack 104, as described above, is not needed.

Referring to FIG. 8A, a wedge-shaped body 112' is
shown. The wedge-shaped body 112' is usable as a posi-
tioning element in the stack 104. The wedge-shaped body
112' includes one or more of the features of the wedge-
shaped body 112 and thus includes common reference
numerals as the wedge-shaped body 112 for reference to
common parts and/or features, with the exception that the
second end surface 128 of the wedge-shaped body 112'
includes a bulged surface 232. The bulged surface 232
defines a convexity 236 or defines a profile that extends
outwards of the wedge-shaped body 112, as shown. The
bulged surface 232 extends in and along the same plane
along which the ramp surface 136 extends. Further, the
convexity 236 extends or is defined from the first lateral side
surface 140 to the second lateral side surface 144, or, in
some cases, the bulged surface 232 is defined in a manner in
which it is spaced away from each of the first lateral side
surface 140 and the second lateral side surface 144. The
bulged surface 232 can be used to rest an infant’s head
during the feeding activity.

With reference to FIG. 8B, a wedge-shaped body 112" is
shown. The wedge-shaped body 112" is usable as a posi-
tioning element in the stack 104. The wedge-shaped body
112" includes one or more of the features of the wedge-
shaped body 112' and thus includes common reference
numerals as the wedge-shaped body 112' for reference to
common parts and/or features, with the exception that the
bulged surface 232 of the wedge-shaped body 112" at the
second end surface 128 defines a notch or a cutout 240. The
cutout 240 can be used to route the user’s or the caregiver’s
palm or fingers through the closed loop flexible member 196
when the stack 104 or the feeding unit 108 is held by use of
the closed loop flexible member 196 (see FIGS. 5A through
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5C). In some embodiments, the cutout 240 is formed at an
apex of the convexity 236, although the cutout 240 can be
formed elsewhere on the wedge-shaped body 112 depending
upon a position of the closed loop flexible member 196.

Referring to FIGS. 9A through 10, the stack 104 or the
feeding unit 108 is applied to support an infant and/or to a
caregiver attending to the infant so as to feed the infant
during a feeding activity or a nursing activity. The feeding
activity or nursing activity can correspond to a breastfeeding
activity or a bottle feeding activity, and the stack 104 or the
feeding unit 108 is applied to elevate and/or support and/or
correct a position of the infant’s head, during the feeding
activity or the nursing activity, as shown in FIGS. 9A
through 10.

With regard to FIGS. 9A through 9C, an application of the
stack 104 or the feeding unit 108 with a pillow 244 (for
example, a breastfeeding pillow useable for a breastfeeding
activity) is illustrated and described hereinbelow. It will be
noted that any reference to a ‘breastfeeding pillow’ can
include or correspond to any pillow which may be usable for
breastfeeding. The application illustrated in FIGS. 9A
through 9C is referred to as a first application. The first
application also illustrates the adjustable nature of the stack
104 or the feeding unit 108. More particularly, the adjustable
nature of the stack 104 or the feeding unit 108 facilitates or
enables the angular offset (for example, angular offset, A) of
the stack 104 or the feeding unit 108 to be varied, allowing
the caregiver to customize, adjust, and/or correct the feeding
angle of the infant, depending upon a size, a body type, or
a position of the caregiver or the infant. In so doing, the
infant’s head is optimally and appropriately raised or
elevated above its stomach, allowing the infant to feed at or
close to the optimal feeding angle. Effectively, it will be
noted that the stack 104 can be configured to elevate and
correct a position of the pillow 244 when supporting an
infant on the pillow 244 during the breastfeeding activity. In
some embodiments, the stack 104 and the pillow 244 can be
part of the feeding unit 108. Also, the pillow 244 and the
stack 104 can be coupled together by way of a mechanism,
such as the Velcro mechanism 180. The pillow 244 and the
stack 104 can also be coupled and stacked together by way
of any outer cover (not shown) encompassing both.

FIG. 9A illustrates the use of three positioning elements
(for example, the first positioning element 100', the second
positioning element 100", and the third positioning element
100™) in conjunction with the pillow 244 to elevate the
infant’s head to bring the infant at or close to the optimal
feeding angle; FIG. 9B illustrates the use of two positioning
elements (for example, the first positioning element 100' and
the second positioning element 100") in conjunction with the
pillow 244 to elevate the infant’s head to bring the infant at
or close to the optimal feeding angle; and FIG. 9C illustrates
the use of a single positioning element (for example, the first
positioning element 100') in conjunction with the pillow 244
to elevate the infant’s head to bring the infant at or close to
the optimal feeding angle.

Further, FIGS. 9D through 9F illustrate another exem-
plary application of the stack 104 or the feeding unit 108,
and said application can be referred to as a second applica-
tion. The second application corresponds to supporting an
infant and/or to a caregiver attending to the infant in the
same manner as has been described for FIGS. 9A through 9C
so as to feed the infant during the feeding activity or the
nursing activity, with the exception that said second appli-
cation omits the use of the pillow 244, during the feeding
activity or the nursing activity. Instead, the second applica-
tion includes the use of the elevating element 204 with the
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stack 104. In such a case, the stack 104 and the elevating
element 204 can be part of the feeding unit 108.

FIGS. 9G through 91 illustrates yet another exemplary
application of the stack 104 or the feeding unit 108, and said
application can be referred to as a third application. The third
application corresponds to supporting an infant and/or to a
caregiver attending to the infant in the same manner as has
been described for FIGS. 9A through 9C so as to feed the
infant during the feeding activity or the nursing activity, with
the exception that said third application omits the use of the
both the pillow 244 and the elevating element 204.

Furthermore, FIGS. 9] through 9L illustrates still another
exemplary application of the stack 104 or the feeding unit
108, and said application can be referred to as a fourth
application. The fourth application corresponds to support-
ing an infant and/or to a caregiver attending to the infant in
the same manner as has been described for FIGS. 9A
through 9C so as to feed the infant during the feeding
activity or the nursing activity, with the exception that said
fourth application utilizes a relatively large sized stack 104
and elevating element 204 compared to the sizes of the stack
104 and the elevating element 204 in FIGS. 9A through 91,
during the feeding activity or the nursing activity.

The sizes in any of the aforesaid applications described in
conjunction with FIGS. 9A through 9L are not to be viewed
as limiting in any way. Further, in any of the applications
provided in FIGS. 9A through 9L, a positioning element
similar to the positioning element 700 (see FIG. 7C) can be
used either additionally or optionally to any of the one or
more of the positioning elements 100 and/or the elevating
element 204 employed in the stack 104 or in the feeding unit
108. By use of the feeding unit 108, in one or more of the
ways described above, digestive difficulties in an infant are
eased and/or the incidence of digestive difficulties in an
infant are decreased. Because of the adjustable nature of the
feeding unit 108, the term feeding unit 108, as used herein,
is also be referred to as an ‘adjustable feeding unit 108°. As
will be appreciated, the term ‘adjustable’ means that one or
more positioning elements 100", 100", 100" in the feeding
unit 108 is removable or returnable to the stack 104 such that
one or more parameters (for example, the angular offset, A)
of the feeding unit 108 can be varied and/or adjusted. The
term ‘adjustable’ also means that by the use of the elevating
element 204, an overall height of the stack 104 is adjusted
or increased.

Further, it will be appreciated that, in some cases, the
feeding unit 108 itself is sized appropriately such that the
feeding unit 108 can act as a pillow for breastfeeding (see
FIGS. 9] through 9L). As an example, a larger sized breast-
feeding pillow can commensurately require a larger sized
feeding unit, and, conversely, a smaller sized breastfeeding
pillow can commensurately require a smaller sized feeding
unit. The sizes of the feeding unit 108 and the pillow 244 are
not drawn to scale in FIG. 9 (or in any figure), and they are
not to be viewed as limiting in any way, as they are
illustrated to provide an example application of the feeding
unit 108 among several example applications of the feeding
unit 108. It will be appreciated that the stack 104 or the
feeding unit 108 in FIGS. 9J through 9L can be used without
the elevating element 204, as well.

Referring to FIG. 10, the stack 104 (or the feeding unit
108) can also offer support and/or elevation to a caregiver
(for example, the caregiver’s arm, elbow, hand, and/or wrist)
when the stack 104 (or the feeding unit 108) is turned and
placed on one of its lateral sides. For example, the stack 104
(or the feeding unit 108) is seated atop a bench, a surface, or
a chair (for example, a nursery chair), on which the caregiver
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is seated and have one of the first arcuate section 156 or the
second arcuate section 160 face downwards and the other of
the first arcuate section 156 or the second arcuate section
160 face upwards, such that the caregiver is able to rest a
portion of its hands over the upward facing arcuate section.
Such use of the stack 104 (or the feeding unit 108) is
contemplated when the infant’s head is needed to be rested
atop the caregiver’s hand, wrist, or arm, and the caregiver’s
hand, wrist, or arm, needs support.

The application of the stack 104 or the feeding unit 108,
as shown in FIG. is not only used to attain the optimal
feeding angle and prevent digestive difficulties in the infant,
but it is also used for the convenience of the caregiver and
to prevent the inducement of strain and fatigue in the
caregiver arm, elbow, or wrist. In some embodiments, the
stack 104 or the feeding unit 108 is angled, turned, or
rotated, to support a variety of other nursing or feeding
positions, including, but not limited to, reclined nursing
position, football hold position, cross cradle position, side
lying position. In some embodiments, the exemplary stack
104" of FIG. 4 is used for the application described in
connection with FIG. 10, as the exemplary stack 104"
defines a relatively increased surface area at each of its first
arcuate section 156 and the second arcuate section 160,
allowing the caregiver’s hand to be conveniently rested atop
one of them.

In some embodiments, the stack 104 (for example, the
wedge-shaped body 112) or the pliant sheet 198 is provided
with a layer (for example, a relatively thin layer) of a
hydrophobic or a water repellant coating, for example,
acrylic coatings, epoxy coating, that opposes any liquid,
such as water, from adhering against the outer surfaces of the
stack 104 or prevents an ingress of any liquid, such as water,
into a body (for example, the wedge-shaped body 112) of the
stack 104. Such coatings allow any liquid deposit on the
surfaces of the stack 104 to be relatively easily wiped away
from the stack 104, thus simplifying use particularly when
infants or new-born need to be nursed in medical or neonatal
care sections of hospitals.

Referring to FIG. 11A, a pillow 244' is discussed. The
pillow 244" may be same as the pillow 244, but can include
one or more pockets 246 to correspondingly receive and
accommodate one or more stacks 104. As an example, the
application illustrated in FIG. 11A includes the pillow 244'
having two pockets 246 (for example, a first pocket 246' and
a second pocket 246") for correspondingly receiving and
accommodating the stack 104 one at a time. As an exem-
plary application, with a single stack 104, during a breast-
feeding activity or a nursing activity, a caregiver can insert
the stack 104 into the first pocket 246", to lift and feed the
infant from a first side, and then remove the stack 104 to
insert the stack 104 in the second pocket 246" to lift and feed
the infant from the second side. In some embodiments, the
pockets 246 can be provided on a cover for the pillow 244.

Referring to FIG. 11B, the same application as the appli-
cation described in connection with FIG. 11A can be
achieved by having the pockets 246 (for example, the first
pocket 246' and the second pocket 246") formed in a sheath
254 instead of having the pockets 246 (for example, the first
pocket 246' and the second pocket 246") formed in the
pillow 244 (or in a cover for the pillow 244). In such a case,
the sheath 254, in addition to defining the first pocket 246
and the second pocket 246", can also define a pillow pocket
258 which can receive and accommodate the pillow 244
therein. In so doing, the stack 104 is configured to elevate
and correct a position of the pillow 244 received within the



US 11,871,854 B2

13

sheath 254. Also, in such a case, the stack 104 and sheath
254 can be part of the feeding unit 108.

Referring to FIG. 12, the stack 104 can include coupling
features 262, such as Velcro, provided outwardly such that
by use of such coupling features 262, the stack 104 can be
coupled to the body of the user or a caregiver. In such a case,
an additional part 266, such as a belt 266', can be used and
the same can be wrapped around the user or the caregiver’s
body (for example, around a waist of the caregiver’s body)
and which can include complementing coupling features 270
in relation to the coupling features 262 that enable a cou-
pling between the additional part 266 and the stack 104.
Such coupling between the additional part 266 and the stack
104 helps retain the stack 104 in place and prevents the stack
104 from misplacements, for example, during a nursing
activity or a breastfeeding activity or a bottle feeding
activity. In such a case, the stack 104 and said additional part
266 can be part of the feeding unit 108. The additional part
266 can be made from any material now known or in the
future developed. A size, configuration, and/or design of the
belt 266', as illustrated in FIG. 12 is exemplary, and, in
actual practice or application, a belt having a different size,
thickness, configuration, and design, may be used.

Based on the exemplary applications described above, it
will be appreciated that the feeding unit 108 is applicable in
a variety of orientations and positions for the caregiver, the
infant, or for both, and thus includes several other uses and
applications than what is described. Accordingly, it will be
appreciated that the applications and/or uses described
herein are purely exemplary.

In the foregoing specification, specific embodiments have
been described. However, one of ordinary skill in the art
appreciates that various modifications and changes can be
made without departing from the scope of the invention as
set forth in the claims below. Accordingly, the specification
and figures are to be regarded in an illustrative rather than a
restrictive sense, and all such modifications are intended to
be included within the scope of present teachings.

The benefits, advantages, solutions to problems, and any
element(s) that may cause any benefit, advantage, or solu-
tion to occur or become more pronounced are not to be
construed as a critical, required, or essential features or
elements of any or all the claims. The invention is defined
solely by the appended claims including any amendments
made during the pendency of this application and all equiva-
lents of those claims as issued.

Moreover, in this document, relational terms such as first
and second, top and bottom, and the like may be used solely
to distinguish one entity or action from another entity or
action without necessarily requiring or implying any actual
such relationship or order between such entities or actions.
The terms “comprises,” “comprising,” “has”, “having,”
“includes”, “including,” “contains”, “containing” or any
other variation thereof, are intended to cover a non-exclusive
inclusion, such that a process, method, article, or apparatus
that comprises, has, includes, contains a list of elements does
not include only those elements but may include other
elements not expressly listed or inherent to such process,
method, article, or apparatus. An element preceded by
“comprises . . . a”, “has . . . a”, “includes . . . a”,
“contains . . . a” does not, without more constraints, preclude
the existence of additional identical elements in the process,
method, article, or apparatus that comprises, has, includes,
contains the element. The terms “a” and “an” are defined as
one or more unless explicitly stated otherwise herein. The
terms “substantially”, “essentially”, “approximately”,
“about” or any other version thereof, are defined as being
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close to as understood by one of ordinary skill in the art, and
in one non-limiting embodiment the term is defined to be
within 10%, in another embodiment within 5%, in another
embodiment within 1% and in another embodiment within
0.5%. The term “coupled” as used herein is defined as
connected, although not necessarily directly and not neces-
sarily mechanically. A device or structure that is “config-
ured” in a certain way is configured in at least that way but
may also be configured in ways that are not listed.

The Abstract of the Disclosure is provided to allow the
reader to quickly ascertain the nature of the technical dis-
closure. It is submitted with the understanding that it will not
be used to interpret or limit the scope or meaning of the
claims. In addition, in the foregoing Detailed Description, it
can be seen that various features are grouped together in
various embodiments for the purpose of streamlining the
description. This method is not to be interpreted as reflecting
an intention that the claimed embodiments require more
features than are expressly recited in each claim. Rather, as
the following claims reflect, inventive subject matter lies in
less than all features of a single disclosed embodiment.
Thus, the following claims are hereby incorporated into the
Detailed Description, with each claim standing on its own as
a separately claimed subject matter.

We claim:

1. An adjustable feeding unit for providing adjustable
support for a feeding activity, the adjustable feeding unit
comprising:

a stack of a plurality of positioning elements mounted one
over the other such that the plurality of positioning
elements defines a base surface and an angularly raised
surface disposed at an angular offset with respect to the
base surface, wherein
one or more positioning elements of the plurality of

positioning elements are removable from the stack to
adjust the angular offset between the base surface
and the angularly raised surface for varying the
angularly raised surface between multiple angular
positions with respect to the base surface, thereby
angularly elevating a head of an infant between
various postures above a stomach of the infant to
enable the infant to feed at an optimal feeding angle
for the feeding activity,

each positioning element of the plurality of positioning
elements includes a wedge-shaped body defining an
underbody surface, a ramp surface inclined at a
wedge angle to the underbody surface, each of the
underbody surface and the ramp surface extending
from a first end of the wedge-shaped body to a
second end of the wedge-shaped body,

a cross-sectional area of the wedge-shaped body at the
first end is smaller than a cross-sectional area of the
wedge-shaped body at the second end and a thick-
ness between the underbody surface and the ramp
surface at the first end is smaller than a thickness
between the underbody surface and the ramp surface
at the second end,

the plurality of positioning elements are mounted in the
same orientation such that first ends of wedge-
shaped bodies of corresponding positioning elements
face a first direction and second ends of the wedge-
shaped bodies of the corresponding positioning ele-
ments face a second direction, opposite to the first
direction, and

the wedge-shaped body defines a first lateral side
surface and a second lateral side surface extending
between the underbody surface and the ramp surface,
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the first lateral side surface and the second lateral
side surface define a first concavity and a second
concavity, respectively, and each of the first concav-
ity and the second concavity extends from the first
end to the second end.

2. The adjustable feeding unit of claim 1, wherein a
distance between the first lateral side surface and the second
lateral side surface at the first end is smaller than a distance
between the first lateral side surface and the second lateral
side surface at the second end.

3. The adjustable feeding unit of claim 1, wherein the
wedge angle of one positioning element of the plurality of
positioning elements is different from the wedge angle of
another positioning element of the plurality of positioning
elements.

4. The adjustable feeding unit of claim 1, wherein the
wedge angle of one positioning element of the plurality of
positioning elements is the same as the wedge angle of
another positioning element of the plurality of positioning
elements.

5. The adjustable feeding unit of claim 1, wherein the first
end defines a first end surface and the second end defines a
second end surface, wherein the first end surface is parallel
to the second end surface.

6. The adjustable feeding unit of claim 1, wherein the first
end defines a first end surface and the second end defines a
second end surface, wherein the second end surface includes
a bulged surface defining a convexity, wherein the convexity
extends from the first lateral side surface to the second
lateral side surface.

7. The adjustable feeding unit of claim 6, wherein the
second end surface defines a cutout.

8. The adjustable feeding unit of claim 1, further com-
prising a pliant sheet to cover the stack and retain the stack
as a single unit.

9. The adjustable feeding unit of claim 1 further compris-
ing one or more elevating elements to elevate the stack.

10. The adjustable feeding unit of claim 1, wherein

one or more positioning elements of the plurality of

positioning elements includes a slit, the adjustable
feeding unit further comprising a closed loop flexible
member passed through the slit to serve as a grab
handle for the stack, and

each positioning element of the plurality of positioning

elements is coupled to an adjoining positioning element
of the plurality of positioning elements using a hook
and loop type fastener, such as the one sold under the
Trademark of Velcro, to form the stack.

11. The adjustable feeding unit of claim 1, wherein the
feeding activity corresponds to a breastfeeding activity and
the adjustable feeding unit includes a pillow, the stack
configured to elevate and correct a position of the pillow
when supporting an infant on the pillow during the breast-
feeding activity,

wherein the pillow includes one or more pockets to

receive and accommodate the stack.

12. The adjustable feeding unit of claim 1, wherein the
feeding activity corresponds to a breastfeeding activity and
the adjustable feeding unit includes a sheath to receive and
accommodate a pillow, the stack configured to elevate and
correct a position of the pillow received within the sheath
when supporting an infant on the pillow during the breast-
feeding activity,

wherein the sheath includes one or more pockets to

receive and accommodate the stack.

13. The adjustable feeding unit of claim 1, wherein each
positioning element of the plurality of positioning elements
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is formed from one or more of a general foam material, or
a medical grade material, or a high density foam material, or
a memory foam material, or a plastic material, or a silicone
material.

14. An adjustable feeding unit for providing adjustable
support for a feeding activity, the adjustable feeding unit
comprising:

a stack of a plurality of positioning elements mounted one
over the other such that the plurality of positioning
elements defines a base surface and an angularly raised
surface disposed at an angular offset with respect to the
base surface, one or more positioning elements of the
plurality of positioning elements including a slit;

a closed loop flexible member passing through the slit;
and

a pliant sheet to cover the stack and retain the stack as a
single unit, wherein
one or more positioning elements of the plurality of

positioning elements are removable from the stack to
adjust the angular offset between the base surface
and the angularly raised surface for varying the
angularly raised surface between multiple angular
positions with respect to the base surface, thereby
angularly elevating a head of an infant between
various postures above a stomach of the infant to
enable the infant to feed at an optimal feeding angle
for the feeding activity,

at least one of the pliant sheet or the closed loop flexible
member serves as a grab handle for the stack,

each positioning element of the plurality of positioning
elements includes a wedge-shaped body defining an
underbody surface, a ramp surface inclined at a
wedge angle to the underbody surface, each of the
underbody surface and the ramp surface extending
from a first end of the wedge-shaped body to a
second end of the wedge-shaped body,

a cross-sectional area of the wedge-shaped body at the
first end is smaller than a cross-sectional area of the
wedge-shaped body at the second end and a thick-
ness between the underbody surface and the ramp
surface at the first end is smaller than a thickness
between the underbody surface and the ramp surface
at the second end,

the plurality of positioning elements are mounted in the
same orientation such that first ends of wedge-
shaped bodies of corresponding positioning elements
face a first direction and second ends of the wedge-
shaped bodies of the corresponding positioning ele-
ments face a second direction, opposite to the first
direction, and

the wedge-shaped body defines a first lateral side
surface and a second lateral side surface extending
between the underbody surface and the ramp surface,
the first lateral side surface and the second lateral
side surface define a first concavity and a second
concavity, respectively, and each of the first concav-
ity and the second concavity extends from the first
end to the second end.

15. A method for providing adjustable support for a
feeding activity, the method comprising:

mounting a plurality of positioning elements one over the
other such that the plurality of positioning elements
forms a stack and defines a base surface and an angu-
larly raised surface disposed at an angular offset with
respect to the base surface;

removing one or more positioning elements of the plu-
rality of positioning elements from the stack to adjust
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the angular offset between the base surface and the

angularly raised surface for varying the angularly

raised surface between multiple angular positions with
respect to the base surface, thereby angularly elevating

a head of an infant between various postures above a

stomach of the infant to enable the infant to feed at an

optimal feeding angle for the feeding activity, wherein

each positioning element of the plurality of positioning
elements includes a wedge-shaped body defining an
underbody surface, a ramp surface inclined at a
wedge angle to the underbody surface, each of the
underbody surface and the ramp surface extending
from a first end of the wedge-shaped body to a
second end of the wedge-shaped body,

a cross-sectional area of the wedge-shaped body at the
first end is smaller than a cross-sectional area of the
wedge-shaped body at the second end and a thick-
ness between the underbody surface and the ramp
surface at the first end is smaller than a thickness
between the underbody surface and the ramp surface
at the second end,

the plurality of positioning elements are mounted in the
same orientation such that first ends of wedge-
shaped bodies of corresponding positioning elements
face a first direction and second ends of the wedge-
shaped bodies of the corresponding positioning ele-
ments face a second direction, opposite to the first
direction, and

the wedge-shaped body defines a first lateral side
surface and a second lateral side surface extending
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between the underbody surface and the ramp surface,
the first lateral side surface and the second lateral
side surface define a first concavity and a second
concavity, respectively, and each of the first concav-
ity and the second concavity extends from the first
end to the second end.

16. The method of claim 15 further comprising:

positioning one or more elevating elements in contact

with the base surface of the stack to elevate the stack.

17. The method of claim 15 further comprising:

using a pliant sheet to cover the stack and retain the stack

as a single unit; and

applying the pliant sheet as a grab handle for the stack.

18. The method of claim 15 further comprising:

passing a closed loop flexible member through a slit

formed in one or more positioning elements of the
plurality of positioning elements; and

applying the closed loop flexible member as a grab handle

for the stack.

19. The method of claim 15, wherein removing one or
more positioning elements of the plurality of positioning
elements from the stack reconfigures an angular offset of the
stack from defining a first angular offset between the angu-
larly raised surface and the base surface to a second angular
offset between the angularly raised surface and the base
surface, the second angular offset being different from the
first angular offset.



