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This invention relates to a too! holder.

The object of the invention is to provide a holder for
supporting a tool such as a hammer.

Another object of the invention is to provide a tool
holder for supporting a hammer such as a carpenter’s
hammer whereby the hammer can be suspended or sup-
ported in a position which is convenient to the user and
whereby the hammer will remain locked in the holder
until it is to be used, the holder adapted to be manually
unlocked ‘with one hand when the hammer is to be re-
moved from the holder.

A further object of the invention is to provide a ham-
mer holder or support which is extremely simple. and
inexpensive to manufacture.

Other objects and advantages will be apparent during
the course of the following description.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a part of this
application, and in which like numerals are used to desig-
nate like parts throughout the same:

Figure 1 is a front elevational view illustrating a
hammer being supported by the holder of the present
invention, and showing the holder attached to a suitable
support which may be connected to a person’s belt or
the like.

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the hammer holder,
showing the keeper in locked position.

Figure 3 is a side elevational view of the hammer
holder of Figure 1, with the keeper in unlocked posi-
tion.

Figure 4 is a front elevational view of the holder of
the present invention, with the keeper in locked posi-
tion.

Figure 5 is a side elevational view similar to Figure 3,
but showing the keeper in locked position.

Figure 6 is a view taken from the side opposite shown
in Figure 3 and showing the keeper in unlocked posi-
tion.

Figure 7 is a sectional view taken through the hammer
holder, with the parts in the position shown in Figure 6.

Figure 8 is a sectional view taken on the line 8—8 of
Figure 6.

Figure 9 is a top plan view of the hammer holder, with
the keeper in unlocked position.

Figure 10 is a sectional view similar to Figure 7
but showing a shim mounted on the keeper.

Referring in detail to the drawings, the numeral 10
designates a conventional hammer which includes the
usual handle 11 and head 12. The head 12 is provided
with a shank 14 and an enlarged head portion 15. The
present invention is directed to a holder 16 which is
adapted to be used for supporting the hammer 16, and
the holder 16 may be secured to a suitable supporting
structure. 17 by securing elements 13, Figure 3. The
supporting structure 17 may be provided with slits or
cutouts 18, whereby the device can be attached to a
workman’s belt 19. However, it is to be understood that
the holder 16 of the present invention can be attached
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to any desired supporting structure as for example to
an apron or to other parts of a- workman’s clothing.

The holder 16 of the present invention includes a back
wall 20 which is adapted to be arranged contiguous to
the supporting structure 17 and the securing elements 13
may-extend into the back wall 20, The holder 16 further
includes a bottom wall 21, a front wall portion 22,
and spaced parallel side walls 23 and 24, Figures 6 and 3,
respectively.

The holder 16 includes a body member that is pro-
vided with an arcuate recess 25 which defines a chamber
or compartment for receiving the cylindrical head 15 of
the hammer 10 when the hammer is being supported as
shown in Figure 1. The first side wall 22 of the body
member is provided with an arcnate cutout 26, and the
cutout 26 is adapted to have the shank 14 of the hammer
head extend therethrough. The cutout 26 is of smaller
size than the recess 25 so as to define a shoulder 27,
and the shoulder 27 is abuited or engaged by a portion
of the hammer head 15 so as to prevent accidental dis-
placement of the hammer from the holder.

There is further provided a spring member 28 which
has ome end secured to the side wall 22 in any suitable
manner. A bar or-pin 29 is secured to the spring mem-
ber 28, and the provision of the spring mounting 28 per-
mits the bar .29 to move or shift slightly for a purpose
to be later described. The pin or bar 29 is provided with
an end portion 3@ of reduced size, and the end portion
30 projects through a slot 31 in the side wall 24. The
bar 29 is arranged in a slit or cutout 32 at the bottom of
the holder, Figure 7, and the bar 29 is arranged con-
tiguous to the bottom of the holder so that when the
hammer is in the position shown in Figure 1, the head 15
will engage the bar 29 to depress the bar 29 due to the
weight of the hammer. The slot 31 permits the end por-
tion 30 'of the bar 29 to move up and down, depending
upon whether or not the hammer is in- the holder.

There is further provided an L-shaped keeper which is
indicated generally by the numeral 33, and the keeper 33
includes a leg 34 which is pivotally connected to the side
wall 24 by means of a pivot pin 35. The keeper 33 fur-
ther includes an arm 36 which is arranged at right angles
with respect to the leg 34, and the inner surface of the
arm 36 is shaped arcuately as at 37 so as to conform to
the shape of the hammer head 15. When desired, a plu-
rality of shims 39 may be detachably comnected to the
inner surface 37 of the arm 36 by means of a securing
element or screw 38 whereby hammer heads of different
sizes can be accommodated in the device. The back wall
28 of the device may be provided with an opening or cut-
out 40 whereby a suitable tool such as a screwdriver can
be inserted through the opening 40 so as to engage the
kerf or slit in the screw 38, as when the shims 39 are
to be removed or replaced.

A washer 41 may be mounted on the pivot pin 35,
and a spring member 42 may have one end connected to
the pin 35, while the other end of the spring 42 may be
secured to the keeper 33. The leg 34 of the keeper 33
is provided with a pair of cutouts which define a pair of
spaced apart dogs or teeth 44 and 45 for selectively en-
gaging the outer projecting end 30 of the bar 29. A
knob 46 may be secured to the outer surface of the arm
36 so as to facilitate manual movement of the keeper.

From the foregoing, it is apparent that there has been
provided a holder or support for a tool such as a hammer.
In use, the holder 16 may be secured to a suitable sup-
porting structure such as the structure or member 17 in
any suitable manner, as for example by means of the
securing elements 13. Then, with the keeper 23 in the
lowered or unlocked position as shown in Figures 3, 6,
7, 9 or 10, the hammer 19 can be arranged so that its
head 15 seats in the chamber or recess 25 and at the
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same time the shank 14 projects through the cutout 26.
As soon as the hammer is placed in this position, the
weight of the hammer will cause the head 15 to en-
gage the bar 29 and depress or pivot the bar 29 slightly
so that the end portion 30 of the bar will -be moved
down out of the path of the tooth 44 whereby the spring
member 42 will pivot the keeper 33 from the unlocked
position of Figure 3 to the locked position of Figures 1, 4
and 5. Thus, with the keeper 33 in the locked position
as shown in Figures 1, 4 or 5, the hammer will be posi-
tively retained in the holder 16 so that it can not be acci-
dentally displaced or removed. However, when it is de-
sired to remove the hammer 10 as when the hammer
is to be used, it is omly necessary to manually engage
the knob 46 and pivot the keeper 33 from the locked
position shown in Figure ! and 5 to the unlocked posi-
tion shown in Figures 3 and 6 whereby the hammer can
be readlly lifted or removed from the holder 16. The
spring member 42 tends to normally urge or bias the
keeper 33 to its locked position as shown in Figure 1.
The spring 28 prov1des a yieldable mounting for the
bar 292 so that when the hammer head is placed in the
recess 25, thé weight of the hammer will depress the
bar 29 so as to cause the reduced end portion 30 to
clear the lug or tooth 44 whereby the keeper 33 can
be free to pivot. The tooth 45 acts as a stop member
to limit swinging movement of the keeper 33. The ar-
rangement shown in Figure 10 permits hammers of dif-
ferent sizes to be accommodate in the device. Thus, one
or more of the shims 39 can be secured to the arm
36 by means of a securing element 38, and the securing
element 38 can be adjusted by means of a screwdriver
inserted through the opening 49.

The stop member 45 maintains the keeper 33 vertical
until the keeper 33 is manually moved. The use of the
shims 39 permits the device to be adjusted so that
different hammer sizes can be supported or accommo-
dated. The slit 32 in the bottom of the device provides
sufficient clearance for any debris that may be present.
When the hammer is placed in the device, the hammer
triggers the flexible bar 29 and this releases the keeper
33 so that the spring 42 causes the keeper to travel
in an arc and thus secure the hammer head in the
holder. To remove the hammer, the keeper 33 is
pushed with the humb until the tooth 44 engages the
end portion 30 of the bar 29 and the bar 29 thus holds
the keeper 33 in open position until the hammer is re-
placed. The holder may be mounted in any suitable
locality as for example on a leather scabbard, or on a
nail apron, or else it can be attached by conventional
clips to work clothing. With the present invention, the
hammer is quickly and readily accessible and only one
hand is required for engaging and disengaging the ham-
mer which is an especially important advantage when
working on ceilings and walls.

I claim:

1. In a helder for a hammer of the type including a
head and a reduced diameter shank, a body member in~
cluding a back wall, a front wall, a bottom wall, first
and second spaced parallel side walls, there being an
arcuate recess in said body member defining a chamber
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for receiving the hammer head, said first side wall being
provided with an arcuate cutout for the projection there-
through of said shank, said cutout being of smaller size
than said recess whereby said head abuts the inner sur-
face of said first side wall to prevent accidental displace-
ment of the head out of said chamber, a spring member
having one end secured to said first side wall, a bar
having one end secured to said spring member, there
being a slot in said second side wall, the outer end of
said bar being of reduced size and projecting through
said slot and out beyond said second wall, an L-shaped
keeper including a leg pivotally connected to said second
side wall, an arm arranged at right angles with respect
to said leg and extending therefrom, a pivot pin extend-
ing through said leg and through said second side wall,
and a spring member having one end connected tosaid
keeper and its other end connected to said pivot pm,
there being a pair of cutouts in said leg defining a pair
of teeth for engaging the outer end of said bar.

2. In a holder for a hammer of the type including a
head and a reduced diameter shank, a body member in-
cluding a back wall, a front wall, a bottom wall, first
and second spaced parallel side walls, there being an
arcuate recess in said body member defining a chamber
for receiving the hammer head, said first side wall being
provided with an arcuate cutout for the projection there-
through of said shank, said cutout being of smaller size
than said recess whereby said head abuts the inner sur-
face of said first side wall to prevent accidental dis-
placement of the head out of said chamber, a spring
member having one end secured to said first side wall,
a bar having one end secured to said spring member,
there being a slot in said second side wall, the outer end
of said bar being of reduced size and projecting through
said slot and out beyond said second wall, an L-shaped
keeper including a leg pivotally connected to said second
side wall, an arm arranged at right angles with respect
to said leg and extending therefrom, a pivot pin extend-
ing through said leg and through said second side wall,
a spring member having one end connected to said keeper
and its other end comnected to said pivot pin, there
being a pair of cut-outs in said leg defining a pair of
teeth for engaging the outer end of said bar, a plurality
of shims detachably connected to the inner surface of
said arm, and a securing element extending through said
shims and engaging said arm, there being an opening in
the back wall of said body member for the projection
therethrough of a screwdriver to engage said securing ele-
ment.
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