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This invention relates to Workboards and more 
particularly to workboards for practice in spell 
ing, number work and the like. 
One of the objects of the present invention is 

to provide a workboard to aid students in learn 
ing the alphabet and numbers, spelling, arithme 
tic, sentence formation and punctuation. 
Another objects is to provide a Workboard hav 

ing conveniently arranged number and letter 
cards and a work space in which these cards can 
be placed to form words or sentences, to execute 
arithmetic problems or the like. 
A further object is to provide a workboard 

having removable number and letter cards ar 
ranged for easy and convenient removal, 
A further object is to provide a Workboard hav 

ing pockets for removable number and letter 
cards and a work space provided with slots for 
receiving the Cards. 
These and other objects and advantages reside 

in certain novel features of construction, ar 
rangement and combination of parts as Well here 
inafter be more fully set forth and pointed out 
in the appended claim. 

In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a top plan view of my educational 

game with the cover removed; 
Figure 2 is a side elevational view with the 

cover in place; 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary sectional view online 

3-3 of Figure ; 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary sectional view on 

line 4-4 of Figure l; - - - - , , 

Claim. (C. 35-73) 
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Figure 5 is a fragmentary sectional view on 
line 5-5 of Figure 1. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the back of 
one of the cards used with this device; and 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the front of 
the card shown in Figure 6. 
The workboard of my invention may take vari 

ous forms but the embodiment shown in the 
drawing is preferred for its simplicity and inex 
pensive construction. In this embodiment, the 
Workboard has a flat preferably square back 20 
which may be of cardboard, wood, plywood or the 
like and a low marginal flange 2 f of Wood, ply 
wood or the like extends around the edge of the 
back 20 to form a relatively shallow box. A Suit 
able cover 22 of cardboard or the like extends 
over the wall 2 and encloses the box. 
The upper part of the workboard is provided 

with a plurality of vertical dividers 23 and hori 
zontal strips 24 which may be of wood, cardboard 
or the like and which are Suitably fastened to 
the back 20 as for example by gluing. In the 
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embodiment illustrated, the vertical and hori 
Zontal dividers 23 and 24 form two rows of thir 
teen pockets each to accommodate the twenty-six 
letters of the alphabet. At each pocket, the back 
20 is preferably marked with the appropriate 
letter for the particular pockets as shown in Fig 
lure 1 where all of the pockets are empty except 
that containing the letter G. 
The letters used with my workboard are printed 

On Stiff cards 25 which may be paper, cardboard, 
plastic or the like and are preferably rectangular. 
Cards. One inch wide and two inches high have 
been found to be satisfactory. The lower case 
letter is preferably printed on one side of the 
card 25 and the capital on the other side as 
shown in Figures 6 and 7. A plurality of cards 
25 is furnished for each letter and the strips 24 
are preferably inclinied as shown in Figure 3 so 
that the edge of each card 25 will be displaced 
relative to the card below it in the pocket to 
facilitate removal of single cards. 
The bottom of the box is provided with verti 

cal dividers 26 and a horizontal strip 27 similar to 
the dividers 23 and strips 24 and similarly se 
cured to the back 20. The dividers 26 and strip 
2 form pockets to receive cards 28 similar in 
form and construction to the cards 25 but printed 
with numbers and symbols. The symbols printed 
On the reverse sides of the number cards 1 to 0 
are largely a matter of choice and in one embodi 
ment of my invention I have used the symbols 
.., , , 2, '', ', 9%, GD, , and / respectively. The 
lower row of pockets also contains space for 
cards printed with mathmatical symbols such as 
+, x and = and the reverse side of these cards 
are preferably printed with the marks -, --, and 
$, respectively so that the mathmatical symbols 
will all be located in one part of the board. ... As 
in the case of the letter pockets, the back 20, is 
preferably printed with the number or symbol 
Corresponding to the cards 28 the particular lower 
pocket is to contain. The strip 27 is inclined 
Similarly to the strips 24 to facilitate removal 
of Single cards 28 from the pockets. 
The Work Space is located in the center of the 

Workboard between the upper and lower rows of 
pockets. In the embodiment shown in the draw 
ing, the work Space is provided with a plurality 
of slots formed by horizontal strips 30 which ex 
tent from One side of the workboard to the other 
and may extend under the Wall 2 as shown in 
Figure 5. These strips 30 may be of wood, card 
board, plastic or the like and I prefer to secure 
the strips 30 to Spacers 3 which are in turn se 
cured to the back 20. The spacers 3 are pref 

  



2,685,860 
3 

erably slightly thicker than the cards 25 and 28 
so that the cards may be easily inserted and re 
moved from the slots formed by the strips 30 
and back 20. As illustrated in Figure 1, the 
problems possible with my workboard are exe 
cuted by placing the proper cards in the slots 
and the formation of the slots and pockets per 
mits use of my workboard in a vertical Or angul 
lar position as well as in a horizontal position. 
My workboard can be used in a wide variety of 

ways to accomplish different results. A Small 
child or illiterate could be taught the alphabet 
by removing all of the cards from the pockets and 
memorizing the letters appearing on the board. 
Insertion of the cards back into the pockets Would 
provide practice in matching the letters and in 
learning the sequence of the letters in the alpha 
bet. The same result with respect to the numbers 
could be accomplished in the Same general way. 

In the work space provided by the Strips 30 
words can be spelled, sentences formed and simple 
arithmetic problems performed by taking the 
various cards from their respective pockets and 
placing them in proper sequence in the Work 
space. The board illustrated contains the letters, 
numbers and symbols for simple word and Sen 
tence construction and simple arithmetic prob 
lems but it is apparent that cards bearing other 
symbols can be added to increase the Scope of the 
board. The symbols included can also be used for 
different purposes. For example, the quotation 
mark and apostrophe could be used for problems 
involving inches and feet, and the period for deci 
mal problems. The oblique line could be used for 
fractions and the symbols for dollar, cent, per 
cent etc. permit the execution of more complex 
arithmetic problems. 

I have found it an advantage to form the Strips 
24, 2T, and 30 of a distinguishing color Such as 
green or red for example. This color aids the 
user in proper location of the letters Cr figures 
for exercises or for return to the proper pocketS. 
All of the uses of my workboard require manual 
manipulation of the letter and number cards 
which is very helpful in establishing coordination 4 
of hand movement with mental activity. For this 
reason my workboard is especially helpful for 
children unable to write but Sufficiently pro 
gressed in learning to be ready for Spelling, read 
ing and number work such as the cerebral palsied i 
and paralytics. 
My workboard can also be put to other uses 

such as use as a conversation board by mutes, 
the non-vocal aphasic or the deaf and may also 
provide educational entertainment for shut-in 
children. 
From the foregoing, it will be apparent that I 

am able to obtain the objects of my invention 
and provide a new and useful workboard on which 
words may be spelled, sentences formed and arith 
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4. 
metic problems executed in a pleasing and at 
tractive fashion. The invention may be embodied 
in other specific forms without departing from 
the spirit of my invention or essential character 
istics thereof. The present embodiment is there 
fore to be considered in all respects as illustrative 
and not restrictive, the scope of the invention 
being indicated by the appended claim rather 
than by the foregoing description and all changes 
Which come within the meaning and range of 
equivalency of the claim are therefore intended 
to be embraced therein. 
What is claimed and desired to be secured by 

Letters Patent is: 
An educational device comprising a substan 

tially flat surface of generally rectangular con 
figuration, means forming a first series of pockets 
extending horizontally across said surface and ad 
jacent to one edge thereof, means forming a sec 
ond Series of pockets extending horizontally across 
Said surface and adjacent to an opposite edge 
thereof, said pocket forming means including side 
and bottom closures for each of said pockets, each 
of Said pocketS being adapted to contain a plu 
rality of flat cards bearing preselected indicia 
thereon in a vertical, upstanding position, said 
bottom closures being inclined upwardly and out 
Wardly from said Surface so as to vertically dis 
place the cards in Said pockets relative to each 
other thereby facilitating the removal of cards 
one at a time, the portion of said surface above 
and behind each pocket being marked with the 
indicia of the cards to be contained in the re 
spective pockets, and a plurality of working chan 
nels extending horizontally across said surface be 
tween said first and second series of pockets, said 
channels being adapted to Support and retain 
cards in selected arrangementS. 

CORAL JO BISHOP. 
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