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(57) Abstract

A method for programming a cellular set over
a control channel is disclosed. The programming
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method may be used to update data stored within a
cellular set by having the cellular set search the con-
trol channel for data updates that are broadcast over
the control channel upon command of a controller
coupled to the wireless system. In one embodiment,
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the method updates a carrier list of system identi-
fication numbers ("SIDs"). A cellular set searches
the control channel for a unique identifier that is fol-
lowed by the current carrier list number. The cellular
set compares the current carrier list number with a
stored carrier list number. If the carrier list numbers
do not match, the cellular set stores the current car-
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rier list number in memory and enters an acquisition ./

mode in which it continuously monitors the control
channel for updated data, possibly in the form of SIDs
to add or remove from the list. The cellular set is pro-
grammed to recognize the updated data and retrieve J
it into memory.
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