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This invention relates to surgical instru 
ments and, among other objects, aims to pro 
vide an improved, simple, efficacious and rela 
tively inexpensive device for applying oint 

5 ments or other medicinal preparations to the 
vaginal cavity for treatment of a diseased or 
infected vagina or womb. More particularly, 
it aims to provide improved means for insert 
ing a novel pad carrying an ointment to the 

10 neck of the womb and having provision to re 
lease the pad so that it will be displaced when 
the applicator is removed. 

In the accompanying drawing, 
Fig. 1 is a side elevation of the preferred 

5 form of applicator; 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view; 
Fig. 3 is another longitudinal sectional 

View, showing a pad about to be released by 
the instrument; and 

Fig. 4 is an end view of the applicator with 
the pad in place. 

Referring particularly to the drawing, the 
instrument there shown includes a pad-hold 
ing head 10 having a tubular, handle exten 

'sion 11 conveniently screw-threaded to the 
reduced rear end of the head and a plunger 
12 having a cup-shaped piston or expelling 
member 13 Works in the tube. Herein, a 
flanged plug 14 is secured in the end of the 

30 tubular extension and an ordinary knob 15 is 

20 

removably secured to the plunger rod so that 
the rod can be inserted through the head 
when the knob is removed. 

In this example, the head is rounded so as 
85 to present a smooth exterior surface being 

approximately hemispherical and presents a 
bowl-shaped pad-receiving opening which 
preferably has a substantially conical bottom 
16 at the inner end of a cylindrical portion 
17. Of course, the bottom of the bowl could 
be shaped differently, but herein it is sub 
stantially conical in order to afford a seat for 
the piston which is frusto-conical and conven 
iently made of die-stamped sheet metal. 
When the piston is seated in the bottom of 
the bowl, it affords a seat for a pad 18 prefer 
ably made of textile or suitable soft fibrous 
material in the form of disc which is larger 
in diameter than the bowl and which is adapt 
ed to be pushed into the bowl, as shown in 

scient method now known to us for treating 

Fig. 2. The construction is such that the disc 
is contracted and will expand when expelled 
by the piston (Fig. 3) and thereby hold itself 
in place in the vagina. 

In this instance, a cord 19 is attached to the 
center of the pad to provide means for re 
moving it after it has served its purpose. 

Referring to Figs. 2 and 3, the piston has 
an eye or hole 20 adapted to be alined with 
an eye or hole 21 through the bottom portion 60 
of the bowl and the cord is passed through 
these holes so as to lie alongside of the handle, 
as shown, and not interfere with the insertion 
of the instrument. This cord should be held 
straight by a finger or thumb when the in 
strument is inserted and should not be al 
lowed to become wound about the handle be 
cause of the possibility of displacing the pad 
upon removal of the instrument. 

It will be understood that, after the pad is 
also released, the cord is released and as the 
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instrument is removed, the holes or eyes slide 
over the cord. The novel disc-shaped pad 
has sufficient resiliency to expand and assume 
or tend to assume its disc-shape when re 
leased and also presents soft absorbent edges 
to which the ointment or medicament may be 
applied, thus insuring that the application 
will be held against the neck of the womb. 
From the foregoing description, it will be 

seen that the improved applicator and asso 
ciated medicament pad are very simple and 
easy for a woman to apply without the aid of 
a surgeon or physician. They can be manu 
factured and sold at a relatively low price. 85 
Further, the pads will remain in place after 
they are released and will afford relief to the 
infected or diseased part. In short, the in 
vention provides the easiest and most effi 
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the neck of the womb. 
Obviously, the present invention is not re 

stricted to the particular embodiment there 
of herein shown and described. Moreover, it 
is not indispensable that all of the features 
of the invention be used conjointly, since they 
may be employed advantageously in various 
combinations and sub-combinations. 
What we claim is:- 
1. An applicator of the character described 100 
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comprising, in combination, a substantially 
hemispherical head having a cylindrical pad 
receiving bowl portion and a cup-shaped 
bottom; a relatively small tubular handle 
projecting from the rear end of the head; a 
plunger extending through the handle; a 
cup-shaped piston on the end of the plunger 
adapted to be seated against the bottom of 
the bowl behind the cylindrical portion; and 
a disk shaped medicament pad of larger di 
ameter than the bowl adapted to be inserted 
in the cylindrical portion against the piston. 

2. An applicator of the character described 
comprising, in combination, a substantially 
hemispherical head having a cylindrical pad 
receiving bowl portion and a cup-shaped bot 
tom; a relatively small tubular handle pro 
jecting from the rear end of the head; a 
plunger extending through the handle; a 
cup-shaped piston on the end of the plunger 
adapted to be seated against the bottom of 
the bowl behind the cylindrical portion; a 
disk-shaped medicament pad of larger di 
ameter than the bowl inserted and friction 
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ally held in the cylindrical portion thereof; 
and a cord connected to the pad, said head 
and said cup-shaped piston having alined 
openings on one side through which the cord 
is threaded. 
In testimony that we claim the foregoing 

as our own, we have hereto affixed our sig 
lnatures. 

BURTON A. WASHIBURN. 
FRED S. LACK. 
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