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This invention relates generally to nether garments for 
women and more particularly to new and useful im 
provements in an adjustable brassiere. 
A principal object of the invention is to provide a 

body-surrounding brassiere constituting a continuous sup 
porting band about the upper part of the body. 
With brassieres as heretofore constructed there was a 

tendency for the shoulder straps to fall off the shoulder 
onto the arms of the wearer making it uncomfortable and 
unsightly. The brassieres also had a tendency to ride 
up when the arms were elevated. Also with stretch straps 
there is a tendency for the strap to become elongated 
after several washings and to lose its ability to support 
the breast sections of the brassiere. It is an important 
object of the present invention to provide a brassiere 
with stretch shoulder straps that sweep from the front 
of the body of the brassiere to a readily adjustable con 
nection at the back portion of the brassiere to make the 
garment snugly fit the wearer and provide the necessary 
uplift for the life of the brassiere. - 
Another object of the invention is to provide a brassiere 

that will cling always to the upper part of the body of 
the wearer. 

It is also proposed to provide a brassiere wherein elas 
tic material of the body of the brassiere extends from the 
rear upper edge of the brassiere to under the armpits 
of the wearer so that the sides of the brassiere are held 
snugly against the surface of the body. 
For further comprehension of the invention and of 

the objects and advantages thereof, reference will be had 
to the following description and accompanying drawings, 
and to the appended claims in which the various novel 
features of the invention are more particularly set forth. 

In the accompanying drawings forming a material part 
of this disclosure: 
FIGURE 1 is a front perspective view of a brassiere 

of the corselet or long line type embodying one form 
of the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a rear perspective view thereof. 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the shoulder 

strap and rear panel connection in unfastened condition. 
FIG. 4 is a similar view showing the strap fastened to 

the rear panel. 
FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 6 but showing the 

strap in moved adjusted position. 
FIG. 6 is a view similar to FIG. 1 of a brassiere em 

bodying a modified form of the invention. 
FIG. 7 is a rear view thereof. 
Referring in detail to the drawings, and particularly 

to FIGS. 1 and 2, the improved brassiere shown herein 
is indicated generally by the reference numeral 10. The 
brassiere 10 is a so-called long line type or corselet type 
brassiere and includes a bodice 12 extending to the waist 
line of the wearer. 
The bodice 12 consists of joined front panel sections 

14 and 15, and two rear panels 16 and 18. The front 
panel sections are composed of non-stretchable fabric ma 
terial. The rear panels 16 and 13 are composed of elas 
tic fabric material stretchable both vertically and hori 
zontally as viewed in FIGS. 1 and 2, and as indicated 
by the crossed double headed arrows in FIG. 2. Each 
of the rear panels 16 and 18 has a central top tapered 
extension 20 formed at one side with a slightly curved 
edge 22 leading inwardly and downwardly deep to a 
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straight free end edge 24. The extension at its other side 
is formed with a shallow curved edge 26 leading to its 
meeting and edge with the respective front panel section. 
The shallow curved edge 26 constitutes the armpit of the 
brassiere. When the straight free end edges 24 are se 
cured together as shown in FIG. 2, the curved edges 22 
constitute the low back portion of the brassiere. The 
front and rear panels constituting a tubular cover for the 
upper part of the body of the wearer. 
A narrow fabric band 30 is secured along one long 

edge thereof to the lower edges of the front and rear 
panels by means of a line of stitching 32. The bottom 
free end of the band is scalloped as indicated at 34. 
The band 30 is formed of elastic fabric material stretch 
able longitudinally or horizontally as viewed in FIGS. 
1 and 2. 
A narrow tape 36 is positioned centrally of the front 

panel 4 at the rear thereof, from top to bottom thereof, 
and is secured in position to the material of the front 
panel by lines of stitching 38 along the long edges thereof. 
The tape is given vertical stability by means of a stay 
40, extending from the top to the bottom and inter 
posed between the tape and the material of the front 
panel 14. This tape 36 divides the front panel into sec 
tions 41 and 42. 

Similarly, a narrow tape 44 is positioned over the ad 
jacent long edges of the front section 41 and the rear 
panel 16 at the rear thereof, and a similar narrow tape 
46 is positioned over the adjacent long edges of the front 
section 42 and the rear panel 18 at the rear thereof. 
The tapes 44 and 46 are secured in position by means 
of lines of stitching similar to stitching 38, and these 
tapes are given vertical stability by means of stays 48 
and 50, respectively, interposed between the tapes and 
the material of the front panel 14. 
At the top portions of the front sections 41 and 42, 

the cups 52, 52 for the breasts are formed. Each cup 
is formed of a lower solid fabric portion 54 and an up 
per portion 56 of lace material. The bottom edge of the 
lower fabric portion 54 is curved as indicated at 58 and 
the upper edge of the upper portion 56 is tapered down 
wardly on each side of its center as indicated at 60, 66. 
A row of stitching 62 secures the lower fabric portion 
54 to the upper lacy portion 56. 
A non-elastic V-shaped fabric tape 66 is secured to 

and finishes off the top inner tapering edges of the cups 
50. The free meeting edges of the rear panels 16 and 
3 are provided with hook and eye fastening assemblies 
indicated at 72 for releasably fastening the free end 
edges together as shown in FIG. 2. 

In accordance with the present invention, elastic longi 
tudinally stretchable straps 74, as indicated by the double 
headed arrows in F.G. 1, are fastened at one end to the 
apices of the cups 52 by lines of stitching 76. An impor 
tant feature of the invention is the provision of means 
for adjustably connecting the other ends of the straps to 
the extensions 20 of the rear panels 16 and 8. The other 
free end of each stretch strap is turned upon itself, and, 
inserted between the overlapped portions, is a non-stretch 
able cotton fabric lining 81. The overlapped portions are 
stitched across at spaced intervals as indicated at 80 form 
ing transverse loops 82. The extremity of each extension 
20 is also formed with a loop 84 with a fabric lining 85 
to receive the slotted body of a fastening buckle 86 formed 
with an offset tongue portion 88 disposed parallel to but 
spaced from the body and adapted to be inserted into one 
of the loops 82 of the end of the strap for interlocking 
with the strap and releasably holding the strap in adjusted 
elongated position. 
By positioning the apices of the rear panels and the 

apices of the cups as shown and tying the ends of the 
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straps thereto, a stretch in the direction of the length 
of the straps is afforded, the inherent elasticity of the ma 
terial of the rear panels providing a two-way stretch 
so that a vertical as well as a horizontal tension is af 
forded to provide the necessary uplift and to provide 
snug fit around the top of the body. The length of the 
straps may readily be adjusted by inserting the tongue por 
tion 88 of the buckle 86 in the desired loop 82. 
The modified form of brassiere 10' shown in FIGS. 6 

and 7 differs from the brassiere 10 of FIG. 1 in that the 
front panel 4' and rear panels i6' and 18’ are short, 
being sufficiently long to cover the top portion of the 
body only, the bodice portion of brassiere 10 being 
omitted. Furthermore, vertical stability not being neces 
sary, the stays of brassiere 10 are replaced by a front 
seam 40' and side seams 44' and 46. The bottom band 
30' is fastened to the front and rear panels by zig-zag 
stitching 32. 

In all other respects, the brassiere 6' is similar to bras 
siere10 and similar reference numerals are used to indi 
cate similar parts. 
While I have illustrated and described the preferred 

embodiments of my invention, it is to be understood that 
I do not limit myself to the precise constructions herein 
disclosed and that various changes and modifications 
may be made within the scope of the invention as defined 
in the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, what I claim as 
new, and desire to secure by United States Letters Patent 
1S 

1. A brassiere comprising a bodice having a front 
panel of nonelastic fabric material with elongated side 
edges, rear panels of elastic fabric material secured to the 
side edges of the front panel, said panels constituting 
a tubular cover for the upper part of the body of the 
wearer, cups of nonelastic fabric material for the breasts 
of the wearer at the top of the front panel at both sides 
of the center thereof, said cups being secured at the lower 
edges thereof to said panel, and a pair of elastic shoulder 
straps, one end of each of the straps being secured to the 
top of each cup, the other end of each of said straps 
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being adjustably fastened to the top of a rear panel, said 
adjustable fastening consisting of a loop on the top of each 
rear panel, and a buckle secured in each loop, said buckle 
having an offset tongue portion exteriorly of the loop, 
and a plurality of loops on the free end of each strap, 
adapted to coact with the offset tongue portion on the 
buckle. 

2. A brassiere comprising a bodice having an elongated 
front panel of nonelastic fabric material with elongated 
side edges, elongated rear panels of elastic fabric mate 
rial secured to the side edges of the front panel, said 
rear panels having central extensions at the top center 
thereof, said panels constituting a tubular cover for 
the upper part of the body of the wearer above the waist 
line, cups of nonelastic fabric material for the breasts of 
the wearer said cups secured to the top of the front panels 
at each side of the center thereof, said cups each having 
an upwardly tapering central portion, and a pair of shoul 
der straps of elastic fabric material, one end of each of 
the straps being secured to a projecting center of each 
cup, the other end being adjustably fastened to the top 
central extensions of the rear panels, said adjustable fas 
tening consisting of a buckle carried on the top of each 
central extension of the rear panels and secured thereto, 
and a plurality of loops on the free ends of the straps 
adapted to receive a portion of the buckle, wherein a 
nonelastic stiff cotton fabric lining is inserted in the 
loop on the extremity of the top central extension of each 
rear panel and secured thereto. 
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