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1 Claim. (ClL 223—95)

. This invention has reference to an improved garment-
hanger, in particular a skirt-hanger, of the kind compris-
ing a central portion with a tube-shaped channel for
housing two end portions which are movable in the
longitudinal direction of the hanger by spring action, said
end portions being provided with means for engagement
with the garment to be carried.

The invention has for its purpose a garment-hanger
of the kind referred to in which the parts are kept to-
gether and in which the means of the end portions for
engagement with the garment to be carried are suffi-
ciently ‘guided.

For this purpose the invention is mainly characterized
thereby that the end portions on their ends to be inserted
into the central portion are provided with a resilient
tongue carrying an abutment which engages a longi-
tudinal slot in the central portion, said slot terminating
at some distance from the outer end of the central por-
tion or vice versa.

So as to facilitate the insertion of the end portions,
the abutment preferably has a surface inclining obliquely
outwards towards the insertion end of the end portion.
Further, the insertion end of the end portion is prefer-
ably shaped as a hollow cylinder and can with advantage
be shaped of plastics. The tongue carrying the abut-
ment is obtained most simply by cutting two slots di-
ametrically opposite each other. Hereby, there is
formed on one hand the tongue carrying the abutment
and on the other hand an opposing guiding and rein-
forcing tongue. Further, according to the invention the
end portion of the spring acting against the end portion
of the hanger is preferably closely wound with such a
diameter that it can engage between the tongue carrying
the abutment and the reinforcement tongue.

According to another embodiment of the invention
there is in each one of the portions, shaped as hollow

cylinders, arranged a metal rail carrying at the end.

turned towards the center portion a tongue with an abut-
ment adapted to engage in the longitudinal slot. The
metal rail should taper away from the tongue so as to
be apt for being forced like a wedge into the end por-
tion. Preferably above the tongue there is arranged a
slot increasing the resiliency of the tongue. In this em-
bodiment there is also in the lower portion of the end
portions provided a slot in the end turned towards the
center portion, the abutment of said tongue extending
into said slot.

This embodiment gives several advantages. In case,
namely, an end portion for any reason is released from
its pressed in position with completely compressed spring
there is no risk that the abutment on the end portion
by the strong pressure on the end portion from the heli-
cal spring is pressed out of engagement. This hard
treatment is resisted effectively by the abutment on the
end of the tongue of the metal rail. As the rail extends
through the whole of the end portion shaped as a hol-
low cylinder, it reinforces the same and thereby a gar-
ment will be carried with greater safety on the hanger,

In the following, the invention will be elucidated with
reference to the accompanying drawings. In the draw-
ings:

FIG. 1 is a partly cut side elevation showing one half
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of the garment-hanger before the insertion of the end
portion into the center portion,

FIG. 2 is a corresponding view illustrating the same
half of the garment-hanger after the insertion of the
end portion into the center portion,

FIG. 3 is a view from below illustrating the connec-
tion between the end portion and the center portion,

FIG. 4 shows a complete garment-hanger with the end
portions inserted to the inner position and with a gar-
ment hanging on the hanger,

FIG. 5 is a partly cut side elevation of an end portion
according to another embodiment of the invention with
a rail arranged in the end portion,

FIG. 6 is a bottom view of the rail; and

FIG. 7 is a side elevation of the same.

The garment-hanger according to the invention com-
prises a center portion 1 with a hook 2. The center por-
tion has a tube channel 3 housing a helical spring 4 with
a closely wound end portion 5 having a somewhat smaller
diameter than the rest of the helical spring. On the
underside of the center portion there is arranged a slot
6 ending at some distance from the end 7 of the center
portion.

The garment-hanger comprises further an end portion
8 having at its outer free end means 9 for engagement
with the garment to be carried. This means is in 2 com-
mon way provided with an outer side giving a large
friction, e.g. a chamfered surface, with the cloth. The
end 10 of the end portion to be inserted into the center
portion 1 is provided with a resilient tongue 11 carrying
an abutment 12 with a surface 13 inclining in such a way
that the abutment tapers towards the imsertion end 1.

‘The tongue 11 is formed between two indentations 14

in the insertion end 10 shaped as a hollow cylinder. The
indentations 14 are arranged at diametrically opposite
positions and an upper reinforcement tongue 15 is there-
by formed also.

The end 5 of the spring is shaped in such a way that
it can engage the space 16 between the tongues 11 and
15,

The mounting is carried out in the following manner.
First, the helical spring 4-is inserted into the channel 3
in the center portion 1. The spring 4 shall have such
a length that when its inner end rests against the hook
2, its outer end in released position of the spring ex-
tends somewhat closer the end 7 of the center portion 1
than the slot 6. Thereupon, the tongue 11 of the end
portion 8 is pressed upwards by means of the thumb in
such a way that the insertion end 1€ of the end portion
8 can be inserted into the channel and thereupon the end
portion is pushed into the center portion 1 against the
action of the spring 4 until the abutment snaps down
into the slot 6. The end portion 8 is thereupon locked
in the center portion and can be reciprocated against
the action of the spring 4 a distance which is limited
by the length of the slot 6. Hereby, not only the end
portion is retained in the center portion 1 but it is also
guided in such a way that its means @ always is kept.
in the desired position. By means of the engagement of
the closely wound end 5 between the tongues 11 and 15
a correct cooperation between the spring 4 and the end
portion 8 is always ensured, i.. the spring 4 can never
be inserted too far into the channel of the end portion
8. The spring end 5 ensures also the engagement of the
abutment 12 in the slot 6.

The most convenient and least expensive way of manu-
facturing the center portion 1 as well as the end portion
8, the two end portions 8§ being shaped identically on the
two sides of the garment-hanger, is by means of extru-
sion of plastics or the like even though it of course is
possible to manufacture the garment-hanger of another
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material. By means of the invention the manufacture
and the mounting of the garment-hanger is facilitated
and rendered less expensive.

According to another embodiment of the invention the
tongue 11 and the abutment 12 which constitute parts
of and are molded integrally with the end portion 8 and,
thus, comprise plastics, are replaced by a metal tongue
17 with an abutment 18 which constitute a part of the
end of a metal rail 19 (cf. FIG. 5). The metal rail 19
which preferably comprises spring steel extends through
the whole of the end portion 8 shaped as a hollow
cylinder and reinforces this portion whereby the whole
construction is made more stable and solid.

At the mounting, the rail 19 is inserted with its end
remote the tongue 17 into the end of the end portion
8 turned towards the center portion 1 and is pressed
through the whole end portion 8§ to the position shown
in FIG. 5 whereas the tongue 17 with the abutment 18
will be situated in a slot 20 in the lower part of the end
portion 8. The rail 19 tapers somewhat in the direction
away from the tongue 17 and due to this fact it is clamped
in the end portion 8. A slot 21 above the tongue 17
makes the latter ‘longer and thereby its resiliency is in-
creased.

The end portion 8 is thereupon mounted in the center
portion 1 in exactly the same way as described in the
aforegoing in connection with the first embodiment.

The invention is not limited to the embodiments shown
and described herein but many modifications can be
carried out within the scope of the appended claim.
Thus, the abutment 12 can take many different shapes
as long as it is shaped in such a way that its engagement
with the slot 6 results in a retaining of the end portion
8 under a guidance of the same. Further, the reversed

arrangement is possible, i.e. to arrange the tongue 11 &

with the abutment 12 in the center portion 1 and in the
end portions 8§ there is at a certain distance from their
end 10 taken up a slot for engagement with the abutment.
What I claim is:
In a garment hanger, a center portion having a tube

10

30

4

channel and aligned elongated longitudinal slots formed
in the undersurface of said center portion terminating
at spaced distances from the ends thereof, two hollow
cylindrical end portions each having an elongated longi-
tudinal slot extending from an inner end thereof slidably
housed in said tube channel and adapted to be moved
horizontally relative to the hanger, means arranged on
a free outer end of each of said end portions for engage-
ment with the garment to be carried, a metal rail having
a tapered end abutting against the internal cylindrical
walls of each of said hollow cylindrical end portions, the
other end of said metal rail having a slot formed therein
defining a resilient tongue, said resilient tongue being
received within the longitudinal slot of each hollow cylin-
drical end portion, said resilient tongue including an
abutment extending therebelow, said abutment engaging
an inner end of the slot formed in said center portion
when the end portions are moved into operative posi-
tions relative to said center portion, and two springs posi-
tioned in said tube channel with the free outer end of
each spring engaging the inner end of a respective one
of said hollow cylindrical end portions.
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