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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

ALBERT TAUBERT AND RICHARD KNY, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 
OPERATING-TABLE, 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 684,13), dated October 8, 1901. 
Application filed December 31, 1900, Serial No. 41,685, (No model.) 

To ct/t, twh07), it invatty coice.77: 
Beit known that we, ALBERT TAUBERT and 

RICHARD KNY, citizens of the United States, 
and residents of the city of New York, bor 
ough of Manhattan, in the county and State 
of New York, have invented a new and Im 
proved Operating-Table, of which the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The purpose of the invention is to construct 

an operating-table in three sections-namely, 
two end sections and an intermediate sec 
tion-and to provide means for independent 
adjustment of each section and means for 
locking the sections together in such manner 
that they may be collectively adjusted and 
to effect the adjustments expeditiously and 
in a manner convenient to the operator. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction and combination of the several 
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth, and 
pointed out in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the oper 
ating-table and its support, illustrating the 
table in elevated position, two sections of the 
table being connected in the same longitudi 
nal plane and the third section appearing at 
an angle thereto. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sec 
tion through the table and its support, the 
central section of the table being in a low 
ered horizontal position and the othersections 
being placed at different inclinations to the 
central section. Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail 
view illustrating the manner in which one of 
the end sections is detachably connected to 
the central section, and Fig. 4 is a transverse 
section through a member of the support for 
the operating-table and a side elevation of a 
latch employed to hold the central section of 
the table firmly in its horizontal and lowered 
position. 
A represents the base or support for the op 

erating-table B. This support or base A may 
be of any suitable construction. As shown 
it consists of four legs 10, which are out 
wardly inclined to render the base wider at 
the bottom than at the top, and said legs are 
braced at the top by suitable cross-bars 11 
and at the bottom by cross-bars 12 and side 

bars 13. At the bottom portion of the base 
a support is provided for a receptacle 15, 
adapted to receive the drainage from the op 
erating-table B. This support, as shown, con 
sists of an intermediate cross-bar 16, adjacent 
to one of the end cross-bars 12, and longitudinal 
bars or plates 17, as is best illustrated in Fig. 
1. At the upper portion of the base or sup 
port A a pan 18 is attached to said base or 
support in any suitable or approved manner, 
and the bottom of this pan is given a down 
ward inclination in direction of the recepta 
cle 15, and that end of the pan which is over 
the receptacle 15 is open. The pan 18 receives 
liquid from the operating-table B and con 
ducts said liquid to the receptacle 15. 
The operating-table B is preferably made 

in three sections-namely, a central section 
19 and two end sections 20 and 21. The sides 
22 of the central section 19 extend beyond one 
end of the body of said section, and the ex 
tended portions of the sides are curved down 
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ward and are pivoted, as shown at 23, to the is 
extensions or lugs 24, which are secured in 
any suitable or approved manner to the up 
per portion of the base or support A at a 
point where the upright portions of the said 
base or support connect with the upper or 
horizontal sections, as is illustrated in Fig. 1. 
The body of the central section 19 of the op 
erating-table is provided with an opening 25, 
preferably V-shaped, which opening is made 
at that end of the section 19 farthest removed 
from the pivots 23, as is shown in Fig. 1, and 
the said opening 25 connects with a longitu 
dinal gutter 26, formed in the body or bed of 
the said section 19, which gutter is open at 
the top of the said bed or body throughout 
its entire length and is open at the bottom, 
where it connects with the V-shaped opening 
25, so that any blood or liquid may find its 
way from the operating-table through the W 
opening 25 and the open portion of the gut 95 
ter to the pan 18. The curved or pivotal ends . 
of the intermediate section 19 of the operat 
ing-table are connected by a cross-bar 27, and 
on this cross-bar 27, near each end, arms 28 
are secured, which arms extend beyond the 
pivotal end of the intermediate section 19 of 
the operating - table and engage with and 
serve to hold in position the end section 20 of 
the operating-table in a manner to be here 
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inafter described. Each of these arms 2S is 
provided with a ball or weight 29, and these 
balls or weights 29 serve to hold the Outer 
ends of the arms 28 in engagement with the 
said end section 20 of the operating-table. 
The central section 19 of the operating-table 
B is provided, preferably, with a handle 30, 
which handle is in the form of a yoke and is 

- attached rigidly to the sides of the said inter 
-Io mediate section of the operating-table at a 

point about centrally between the ends of the 
aid section, as is shown in Fig. 1. This han 
dle 30 is utilized for adjusting the interme 
diate section 19, and when the other sections 
are locked to the intermediate section all of 
the sections may be adjusted together simul 
taneously by moving the handle 30 up or 
down. The end section 20 is pivotally con 
nected at the side portions of its inner ends 
with the side portions of the interimediate 
section 19 at a point between the pivot of the 
central section and the central side portions 
of said central section, as is shown at 30° in 
Fig. 1. The end section 20 consists of a bed 
or body plate 20 and side and outer end 
flanges 20, which extend down from the bed 
or body plate, and at the central end portion 
of the end table-section 20 a longitudinal bar 
31 is located, which extends from the outer 
end flange of the said outer table-section 20 
to the inner end flange 20°, (shown in Fig. 2,) 
and the sides of this end section 20 extend 
beyond the inner flange 20°, so that the end 
section 20 may be raised or lowered while the 
central section 19 of the operating-table is in 
a fixed position, as is also shown in Fig. 2. 
The longitudinal bar 31 is provided with a 
series of notches 32 in its under edge, and 
these notches are adapted to receive a cross 

4o bar 33, which connects the weighted arms 28, 
as is also shown in Fig. 2. 
An angular bar or arm 34 is attached to 

each side of the central or intermediate sec 
tion 19 of the operating-table at that end 
which is farthest removed from the pivot 23, 
and a bracket 35 is secured to the outer face 
of the vertical member of each arm or bar 34, 
and these brackets are adapted to receive the 
lower ends of rods 36, (shown in dotted lines 
in Fig. 1) to which rods clips may be at 
tached for holding the limbs at a point above 
the table. The vertical members of the arms 
34 extend downward or beyond the under face 
of the table, as is shown in Fig. 1. 
In the upper edges of the arms 34 and in 

the upper portions of the sides of the inter 
mediate section 19 of the operating-table re 
cesses 37 are made, and these recesses are 
adapted to receive lugs 38, which extend from 
the sides of latch-arms 39, which arms, as 
shown in Fig. 3, are pivotally attached to ex 
tensions 40 from the sides of what may be 
termed the '' inner’ end of the end section 21 
of the table. 
The latch-arms 39 are provided with heads 

41 at their lower ends, and the head portions 
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of the arms 39 are connected by a cross-bar 
42. Above the said cross-bar each latch-arm 
is provided with two connecting-recesses 43 
and 44, which recesses may be produced in 
the longitudinal edges of the latch-arm, which 
face the intermediate section of the said op erating-table. 
arms 41 are adapted to receive pins 45, which 
extend from the inner faces of the vertical 
members of the angle plates or arms 34, as is 
also shown in Fig. 3, and the recesses 44 in 
the said latch-arms are adapted to receive 
points 47, formed on slides 46, having verti 
cal movement upon the inner faces of the ver 
tical members of the said angle plates or arms 
34, as is also shown in Fig. 3. Thus it will 

The recesses 43 in the latch 
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be observed that the end section 21 is remov 
ably connected with the intermediate section 
19, as when the slides 46 are carried upward 
out of engagement with the latch-arms 39 the 
said arms may be removed from engagement 
with the angle-plates 34, and while the slides 
46 serve to lock the lower portions of the 
latch-arms 39 in engagement with the cen 
tral section of the table the pins 38 serve the 
same purpose at the upper portion of the said 
latch-arms. 
A longitudinal bar 4S is secured to the un 

der face of the end section 21 of the operat 
ing-table, and this longitudinal bar 48 corre 
sponds to the longitudinal bar 31, carried by 
the opposite end section. 20. The bar 4S is 
likewise provided with notches or recesses 49 
in its under face. These notches or recesses 
are adapted to receive a cross-bar 50, con 
necting adjusting-arms 51, which arms rock 
upon the cross-bar 42, as shown in Fig. 1. 
The free ends of the adjusting-arms 51 ex 
tend down below the bar 42 and are provided 
with weights 52, which serve to normally hold 
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the connecting-bar 50 in engagement with the 
recessed surface of the longitudinal bar 48. 
Both longitudinal bars 48 and 31 are pro 

vided with a releasing device of the same con 
struction. This releasing device is best shown 
in Figs. 1 and 2 and consists of levers 53, 
pivoted to the longitudinal bars 31 and 48 at 
or near their outer ends, and rods 54, pivotally 
connected with the said levers, which rods ex 
tend along the longitudinal bars normally 
above the recesses therein, and the opposite 
ends 55 of the rods 54 are curved, and the 
curved ends of the said rods pass through 
guide-staples 56, attached to the said longi 
tudinal recessed bars 31 and 48, while springs 
57 are attached to the said curved ends 55 of the 
rods 54 and to the longitudinal recessed bars. 
These springs 57 serve to hold the rods 54 
above the recesses in the longitudinal bars 31 
and 48; but when an end section is to be ad 
justed the lever 53 carried by that section 
is pulled outward, whereupon the rod 54 con 
nected with that lever moves downward and 
forces the Weighted locking device used in 
connection with that section out from the re 
cess in the longitudinal bar belonging to such 
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Section, whereupon that section may be car 
ried up or down as far as desired. When the 
lever 53 is released, the rod 54 will return to 
its normal position, and the weights on the 
locking device for that section will cause the 
said locking device to enter the most conven 
ient recess in the longitudinal bar carried by 
that section. 
A rack 5S is formed at each side of the in 

termediate or central section 19 of the oper 
ating-table, at the bottom portion thereof, and 
the teeth of these racks are adapted to be en 
gaged by the upper ends of the latch-arms 59, 
which constitute the locking device for this 
Section of the operating-table. These arms 
59 extend below the bar 60, to which they are 
secured, and at the lower ends of the latch 
arms weights 62 are secured. The bar 60 is 
virtually a shaft, as it is mounted to turn in 
bearings 61, secured to the upper portion of 
the support or base A, as is best illustrated 
in Fig. 4. A chain 63, a cord, or its equiva 
lent is attached to one of the weights 62 and to 
the handle 30, as shown in Fig. 2, and by 
drawing upon the chain 63 the latch-arms may 
be carried out of engagement with the racks 
5S, and the central section of the said table 
may be adjusted up or down. It will be un 
derstood that when the sections of the table 
have been locked in adjusted position by the 
locking or latch devices described and the 
central section of the table is moved all of the 
Sections will be moved at the same time. 

It is necessary at times to secure the cen 
tral section 19 of the table in a lower horizon 
tal position, as shown in Fig. 2. This is ac 
complished as follows: An arm 64 extends 
from the end of the intermediate section of 
the table, which is adjacent to the end sec 
tion 20, and this arm 64 is provided with a 
pivotally-attached latch 65. A collar 66, as 
shown in Fig. 4, is secured on the shaft 60, 
and a pin 67 extends from this collar, which 
pin is adapted, when the intermediate sec 
tion of the table is to be locked, to enter a 
slot in a rocking member 68, carried by one 
of the bearings 61, as is also shown in Fig. 
4, and this rocking member is provided with 
an arm 69, adapted to be received by the 
head of the latch 65. When the central sec 
tion of the table is brought to the lower hori 
ZOntal position, the head of the latch 65 is in 
the position shown in Fig. 2 and in positive 
lines in Fig. 4.-namely, in a horizontal posi 
tion-and the rocking member 68 is carried 
inward until the pin (37 is received in the slot 
therein, as is also best shown in positive lines 
in Fig. 4. The central section of the table 
will thus be held firmly locked in its lower 
position; but when the central section of the 
table is to be raised the handle 30 is pressed 
down, whereupon the latch 65 will carry the 
arm 69 up to the dotted position shown in 
Fig. 4, and the rocking member 68 will be 

3 

a manner to bring the upper ends of the 
latch-arms 59 in engagement with the racks 5S. 

IIaving thus described our invention, we 
claim as new and desire to secure by letters 
Patent 

1. An operating-table comprising pivotally 
connected sections, a rack on one of Said Sec 
tions, a latch arranged to engage said rack, 
and a releasing-bar extending lengthwise ad 
jacent to the rack and movable outward to 
disengage the latch from the rack. 

2. An operating-table comprising a Sup 
port, a table proper pivoted thereto and pro 
vided with a rack, a latch pivoted to the Sup 
port and arranged to engage said rack, said 
latch having a projecting pin at its fulcrum, 
an arm pivoted to the support and having a 
member adapted to engage the pin of the 
latch, to lock the latter, and another latch 
projected from the table proper and adapted 
to be engaged by said arm, as set forth. 

3. A support, an operating-table construct 
ed in pivotally - connected sections, one of 
which sections is pivotally attached to the 
support, means for disconnecting one section 
from the other, racks carried by all of the sec 
tions, a weighted latch device for each sec 
tion, the latch devices being adapted for en 
gagement with the said racks, levers pivoted 
to sundry of the said racks, spring-controlled 
rods pivotally attached to the said levers, one 
end of the said rods being curved, and guides 
for the curved ends of the said rods, for the 
purpose specified. 

4. A support, an operating-table construct 
ed in pivotally-connected sections, each sec 
tion being provided with a rack and sundry 
of the racks being provided with releasing 
devices, a weighted latch device for each sec 
tion of the table, the latch devices for the end 
sections of the table being carried one by the 
intermediate section and the other by the 
end section to which it belongs, means for 
detachably connecting an end section with 
the intermediate section, and a locking de 
vice for the intermediate section, as and for 
the purpose specified. 

5. The combination, with a base or support 
having a shaft mounted thereon, a pin car 
ried by the said shaft, and a rocking member 
carried by the base or support and provided 
with an arm adapted to extend over the said 
pin, of an operating-table consisting of a cen 
tral section and end sections pivotally con 
nected, one end section being pivotally con 
nected with the central section, racks located 
upon the under face of each of the said sec 
tions, a pivotal connection between the cen 
tral section and the base or support, a 
Weighted latch device for one end section 
carried thereby, adapted for engagement with 
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the rack of said section, a latch device for 
the opposite end section, which latch device 
is carried by the central section of the table, 

carried away from the pin 67, permitting the a latch device for the central section of the 
shaft 60 to turn and the weights 62 to act in table, which latch device is carried by the 
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shaft connected with the base, and an aux 
iliary latch carried by the central section, 
which latch is arranged for engagement with 
the arm connected with the said rocking 
member, the said rocking member having a 
slot to receive the pin on the said shaft when 
the central section is brought to a lower hori 
Zontal position, as specified. 

In testimony whereof we have signed our 
names to this specification in the presence of to 
two subscribing witnesses. . . 

ALBERT TAUBERT. 
RICHARD KNY. - 

Witnesses: 
J. BERNARD ENGLISH, 
ALFRED C. JONES. 

  


