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As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the fingers 25 and the pres 
Sure pads 28 carried thereby are so arranged on the finger 
imounting plate 20 so as to each be centered over a belt 4 
when in engagement with the web. 

In operation of the mechanism with the knife bar 4 
and movable knife 13 in elevated position, as shown in 
full lines in Fig. 3, the belt conveyor 3 and feed coupling 
formed by rollers 10 and 1 may be actuated to advance 
the web of material past the cutting station. Upon com 
pletion of web movement, the vertical rod 19 is pulled 
down to lower the knife bar 4 and knife S3 carried there 
by. This movement also results in lowering the fingers 25 
and prior to cutting of the web the parts will take the 
position shown in broken lines in Fig. 3. In the broken 
line position of Fig. 3, the pressure pads 23 on the fingers 
25 have made contact with the web to hold the web 
while the knife 3 has not as yet made contact with the 
web. Continued downward movement of the knife bar 14 
will cause flexing of the fingers 25 from their broken line 
position in Fig. 3 to the position shown in Fig. 4 to impart 
tension to the web prior to cutting thereof by knives 12 
and 3. 

This flexing of the fingers increases the distance between 
the knife 13 and the pressure pads 28 so as to produce 
tension in the web as well as remove any wrinkles that 
may be present. 

I claim: 
1. A web cutting mechanism comprising, in combina 

tion, a base, a scissors-type cutter supported on said base 
including a fixed knife and a knife bar pivotally mounted 
at one end on the base adapted to carry a cooperating 
knife, means located forwardly of and beyond the cutter 
for supporting and intermittently advancing said web in 
cluding a belt conveyor beyond the cutter having a plural 
ity of laterally spaced belts, a finger mounting plate ad 
justably mounted on said knife bar, and a plurality of 
laterally spaced fingers mounted on said mounting plate 
and extending rearwardly to positions overlying the belt 
conveyor, each of said fingers comprising a leaf spring 
having a downwardly angled mid-section and a free end 
extending generally parallel to the belt conveyor and away 
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from the knife bar, and a pressure pad carried on the free 
end of each leaf spring normally at a level beneath the 
lower edge of the movable knife for engagement with the 
web on said support means prior to the movable knife, 
whereby movement of the knife bar causes said fingers 
to engage the web and place the web under tension prior 
to the cutting of the web by the movable knife. 

2. A mechanism for cutting limp film material com 
prising, in combination, a base, a cutter supported on said 
base including a fixed knife and a movably mounted knife 
bar adapted to carry, a cooperating knife at opposite sides 
of the material path, means beyond the cutter at the same 
level as the fixed knife for supporting and intermittently 
advancing said material, a finger mounting plate ad 
justably mounted on said knife bar, and a plurality of 
laterally spaced fingers mounted on said mounting plate 
and extending rearwardly to positions overlying said 
means, each of said fingers comprising a leaf spring hav 
ing a downwardly angled mid-section and a free end 
extending generally parallel to said means, and a pressure 
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pad carried on the free end of the leaf spring normally 
at a level beneath the lower edge of the movable knife 
for engagement with the material on said means prior to 
the movable knife, whereby movement of the knife bar 
causes Said fingers to engage the material and place the 
web under tension prior to the cutting of the material by 
the movable knife. 

3. A web cutting mechanism comprising, in combina 
tion, a base, a cutter supported on said base including a 
fixed knife and a knife bar movably mounted on the base 
adapted to carry a cooperating knife, means for support 
ing and intermittently advancing a web including a con 
veyor, a mounting plate adjustably mounted on said knife 
bar, flexible straight leaf spring means mounted on said 
mounting plate and extending rearwardly and downwardly 
to overlie the conveyor at a level beneath the lower edge 
of the movable knife for engagement with the web prior 
to the movable knife, whereby movement of the knife bar 
causes said flexible means to engage the web and be 
flexed to place the web under tension prior to the cutting 
of the web by the movable knife. 

4. A web cutting mechanism comprising, in combina 
tion, a support, means for feeding material onto said 
support, a base, a cutter supported on said base between 
the support and the feed means including a fixed knife 
and a movably mounted knife bar adapted to carry a co 
operating knife at opposite sides of a web path, a 
finger mounting plate mounted for movement relative 
to the base and in timed relation to the knife bar and at 
the same side of the web path as the knife bar, and a 
plurality of laterally spaced fingers mounted on said 
mounting plate and extending in a direction away from 
the cutter to overlie the support, each of said fingers 
comprising a leaf spring having a downwardly angled mid 
Section and a free end normally at a level beneath the 
lower edge of the movable knife for engagement with 
material on the support prior to cutting thereof by the 
movable knife, whereby the free ends of the fingers 
engage the material prior to engagement of the mate 
rial by the movable knife and the fingers then flex to place 
the material under tension prior to the cutting of the 
material by the movable knife. 
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