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To ali, Luhon, it inct i? ?oncern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM WILDPRETT, 

of Providence, in the county of Providence 
and State of Rhode Island, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Lad 
ders; and I hereby declare that the following 
is a full, clear, and exact description of the 
Same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, forming part of this specifica 
tion. 
This invention has reference to improve 

ments in ladders, and particularly to ladders 
which are adapted to be mounted on tracks. 
The object of the invention is to so construct 

a ladder for store and similar service that it 
can be shifted about with the least possible 
obstruction to the passage through which it 
OWeS. 

Another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a readily-movable ladder which may be 
turned out of the way when not in use. 

Still another object of the invention is to 
improve the construction of ladders for store 
and similar service. 
The invention consists of ways or tracks, 

carriages mounted on the ways, and a ladder 
pivotally connected with the carriages. 
The invention also consists in such other 

novel features of construction and combina 
tion of parts as shall hereinafter be more fully 
described, and pointed out in the claims. 

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of 
the improved ladder shown in combination 
with its carriages and the ways for the same. 
Fig. 2 represents an enlarged view of the piv 
oting device at the upper end of the ladder, 
Fig. 3 representing a similar view of the piv 
oting device at the lower portion of the lad 
der with the carriage or wheel to which the 
ladder is pivoted. 

Similar numbers of reference designate cor 
responding parts throughout. - 
Ladders of this nature are particularly 

adapted for use in stores, behind counters, or 
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where it is necessary that the upper portion 
of the apartment be reached from time to 
time. In order that these ladders may be 
moved the more readily, it has been the cus 
tom to attach the ladder to a wheel or car 
riage mounted to travel on a fixed support 
by which the main weight of the ladder was 

sustained in transit and by which the ladder 
was held in the upright position when in use. 

In carrying my invention into practice Ise 
cure a ladder to its supporting-carriage in 
such manner that the ladder may be turned 
in the most convenient position for use in 
transit or when out of use. 

In the drawings the ways or tracks 5 and 6 
represent any usual device on which ladder 
supporting carriages may travel. In some 
cases but one track is used, but the number, 
location, or construction of the tracks or ways 
is immaterial. On the track 5 are mounted 
the wheels 7 and 8, rotatable on axles or shafts 
which are fixed in the plate 9, having the U 
shaped members 1010, which prevent the un 
due tipping of the plate and wheels on the 
rail, and the outwardly-bent portion 11. This 
plate 9 is also furnished with the depending 
stirrup 12, the outwardly-extending arm 13, 
suitably braced, and with the catch 14. 
To the upper end of the ladder side 15 is se 

cured the fitting 16, which is pivoted to the 
stirrup 12 by the pivot 17, and to the upper 
end of the ladder side 15' is fastened the stud 
18, which is adapted to be engaged and sup 
ported by the outer end of the arm 13 when 
the ladder is in position for use, or which may 
be engaged and held by the catch 14 when 
the ladder is swung back out of such posi 
tion, as is indicated by dotted lines in the 
drawings. . . 

At the lower end the ladder is mounted on 
wheels which assist in supporting the ladder. 
In the drawings the wheel 19 is journaled in 
a frame 20, fixed to the outer side 15 of the 
ladder, while the wheel 21, traversable on the 
rail 6, is journaled in the frame 22, which is 
pivotally secured by the pivot 23 to the frame 
24, fastened to the lower end of the ladder 
side 15. 

Reference to the drawings will readily sug 
gest the manner in which the ladder is oper 
ated. When in use, the ladder occupies the 
position shown in full lines and when in this 
position may be traversed along the rails. 
It is, however, preferred to fold the ladder 
back, as indicated in dotted lines, when the 
same is to be moved, as in this position the 
ladder occupies but little space in the transit 
and can readily be swung into position when 
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the desired point is reached. ... When not in 
use, the preferable position is, of course, that 
shown in dotted lines. 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters: 
Patent 

1. The combination with a carriage having 
an outwardly-extending arm, and a latching 
or holding device, of a ladder pivotally con 
nected with the carriage and furnished with 
a portion adapted to bear against the car 
riage-arm when the ladder is in a position for 
use and to be engaged and held by the hold 
ing device when the ladder is brought into 
position therefor. 

2. The combination with an upper and a 
lower track, and carriages mounted to travel 
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thereon, of a ladder pivotally supported be 
tween the carriages. - 

3. The combination with the track-carriage 
9 having the depending member 12, the arm 
13 and the catch 14, and a carriage compris 
ing the wheel 21 mounted in the frame 22, of 
the ladder having the side 15 provided with 
the frames 16 and 24 pivoted respectively to 
the member 12 and to the frame 22, and the 
side 15' provided with the stud 18, as and for 
the purpose described. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 

hand. --- 

WILLIAM WILDPRETT. 
Witnesses: 

JOSEPH A. MILLER, Jr., 
M. F. BLIGH. 
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