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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE E. JENKINS, -

of the city of Philadelphia, in the State of
Pennsylvama, haveinvented certain Improve-
ments in Tassels, of which the following is a
specification :

My improvements relate to the tassels
which consist of a series of wooden blocks
turned of various forms, covered with silken
or other fibrous threads, and secured together
by means of a hollow tube, over which the
turned and bored blocksare slipped, and then
secured permanently together by means of a
cord through the tube ; and in some instances
the tube is dispensed with, and the cord alone
used to secure the blocks together. In either

~ of these two modes of securing the blocks to-

gether there are objectionable features: First,
in regard to the tube, it requires too large an
opening through the crossing threads at the
two ends of each block for the introduetion
of the tube, and its construction, being re-
quired to be of wood, is tedious, and adds to
cost; and, moreover, the tube will not permit
the neck-blocks of the series to be made of as
slender or contracted diameters as the modern
style requires; and, second, when the said
tube is dispensed with to avoid the large bore
in the blocks, and the cord alone rehed upon
to keep the blocks together, the stem of the
finished tassel is necessarily flexible, and the
consequent friction of the covering-threads

-at the ends of the blocks very soon cuts them

through, and thus ruins the tassel.
The object of my improvement is toremedy
the said objections, and my invention consists

-in dispensing with the tube and its central

cord by constructing the series of blocks with
a central bore in each, not of larger diameter
than will readily admit of the slipping of the
same over a slender stem of steel oriron wire,
having an eye or loop at one end, and ‘an ad-
justable removable wedge-key or screw-nut
adapted to the other end, so that the block,
when covered by threads or other fabrie, in
the usual manner, can be readily strung upon
the metallic stem, and firmly compressed to-
gether at their ends, between the eye or loop-
end, and the key or screw-nut end of the
metallic stem, when the said key or screw-nut

is applied and wedged, or screwed up, as the
case may be, against the bottom block, or an
intervening washer.

Figure 1 is a longitudinal central section of
the series of blocks and the central bar, ar-
ranged in the proper relation to each other,
which exists in the finished tassel. Tig. 2 is
a side view of the finished tassel.

@ b ¢ d e represent the series of wooden
blocks without the covering fabrie, arranged
in relation to each other and to the metallic

_bar I, with its cord-loop f* and retaining-key

J'; and also a wooden washer, g, between-the
bottom block a and the key . The bar Fis
intended to be made of steel wire, about one-
sixteenth of an inch in diameter, flattened at
one end, 7, sufficiently to permit of the drill-
ing of a capacious hole therein for the attach-
ment of the usual suspension cords . The
lower end f’/ may be screw-cut and a screw-
nut fitted thereto, or it may be flattened

-slightly, and a small hole drilled thereat to

admit of the insertion of a cross-pin or wedge-
key, so as to bind the covered blocks together
when the said bar is passed through the small
central holes in the blocks, and thquh the
naked wooden washer g, substantially as in-
dicated in Tig.1. The central hole in the
upper block e is widened at its upper end,
sufficiently to admit the enlarged or widened
upper or cord end of the bar I*. The central
holes through the blocks need be only slightly
larger than the bar IF to permit the blocks to
be readily slipped along the same in applying
them. Each block, excepting the washer-
block g, is ecovered with silken threads, or
other suitable fabric, by a winding-machine in
the usual manner, before applying and se-
curing them upon the bar F, the suspending
cords & being, of course, first inserted in the
hole at the upper end f7/, the last operation
being the application of the fringe 7, washer
g, and key, to produce the finished tassel,
Fig. 2. '
It-will be readily understood without further
description or explanation that the metallic
bar F will give all the firmness and rigidity
required in the stem of the tassels; will avoid
the necessity of the usual wooden tube; will
require the central bores in the blocks to be
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but a little larger in diameter than the diame-
ter of the metallic bar, and consequently will
allow the outside recesses in the neck-blocks
d and b to be made much deeper, or the said
néck-blocks of less diameter than heretofore,
and the bar will cost less than the tube.

The invention is intended to be used in the
construction of ornamental tassels of any
size or quality that their respective uses may
require, the size of the metallic bar F being
adapted to suit the various sizes and intended
uses of the tassels.

I do not intend to confine my invention to
the form and number of the blocks, nor to the
ornamental covering and fringe shown in the
drawings, as the same must be varied to suit
the change of styles. Neither do I desire to

claim, broadly, the use of a metallic stem or bar

in lieu of the usual central cord, as a metallic
spring-bar has been used before in combina-
tion with the usual tube ; but

Having fully described my improvements,
what I claim as my invention is—

The single metallic stem or bar F with its
eye or opening f/, and adjustable removable
fastening at £/, in combination with a series
of separate blocks having central bores re-
spectively to correspond in diameters with
the diameter of the said stem or bar, substan-
tially as and for the purpase hereinbefore set
forth and described.

GEORGE E. JENKINS.

Witnesses:
BENJ. MORISON,
Wn., H. MORISON.




