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This invention relates to a novel ticket pad
and a novel tray for holding such pad to facili-
tate dispensing of the tickets thereof.

While the articles of the present invention are
capable of general use, they were primarily de-
signed to facilitate the sale of tickets used in
connection with pari-mutuel betting at race
tracks. '

The primary object of the invention is to pro-
vide a pad of tickets and a dispensing tray there-

for, which are constructed so that the pad is ef-

fectively held in the tray and the stacks of
tickets of the pad are separated so that adjacent
stacks are readily distinguishable from each
other. ) .

Another object is to provide a ticket pad em-
bodying a plurality of similar ticket sheets, each
comprising a plurality of spaced tickets con-
nected at corresponding ends to a common stub
portion by widely spaced connecting. portions
which are so narrow and few that the tickets
are barely joined to the stuby portion and may
be easily pulled therefrom with the application
of almost unnoticeable force, the sheets being
bound together at their stub portions so as to
provide a pad having a plurality of spaced readily
distinguishable stacks of tickets.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide an open-front elongatéd tray having bot-
tom, end and back walls and provided with a
plurality of uniformly spaced vertical transverse
separator members or plates for reception in the

spaces between the stacks of tickets of the ticket:

pad, the separator members being spaced from
the back wall a distance substantially equal to
the width of the stub portions of the ticket sheets
so that said stub portions may be disposed in the
space between the back wall and the separator
members and may be engaged by said separator
members to prevent forward pulling or movement
of the pad from the back of the tray and thereby
facilitate detachment of the tickets.

The exact nature of the present invention, as
well as other objects and features thereof, will
become apparent from the following description
when considered in connection with the accom:-
panying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a ticket pad ar-
ranged within a tray, the pad and tray embody-
ing the present invention,

Figure 2 is a vertical transverse section taken
on the line 2—2 of Figure 1.

" Figure 3 is a fragmentary vertical longitudinal
section taken on the line 3—3 of Figure 1.

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the ticket pad,

drawn on a reduced scale.
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Figure 5 is a perspective view of the tray, drawn
on a reduced scale. ‘

Referring in detail to the drawings, the pres-
ent invention includes a ticket pad composed of
a plurality of similar elongated ticket sheets 5
laid in a pile and bound together as at 6 along
one longitudinal edge of the pile to form the pad.
Each ticket sheet comprises a plurality of spaced
tickets T connected at corresponding ends to a
common narrow stub portion 8 by widely spaced
connecting portions § which are so narrow and
few that the tickets are barely joined to the stub
portion and may be very easily pulled therefrom
with the application of almost unnoticeable force.
Each ticket sheet is provided near its bound edge
with a longitudinal row or line of elongated die
cuts {2 which define the narrow and widely
spaced connecting portions 8§ therebetween.
These die cuts or slits are distinguished from
perforations such as are commonly used to pro-
vide a weakened line to facilitate separation. of
sheet portions, because said perforations leave
numerous closely related connecting portions
that require the sheet portions to be torn apart
by the application of appreciable force and by
reason of which there is a definite chance of
tearing the ticket portions instead of separating
them at the perforations, unless considerable care
is exercised. The tickets of each ticket sheet are
appreciably spaced by cutting slots {§ of mate-
rial width in the sheet from one or the unbound
longitudinal edge thereof to the line of die cuts
or to a point short of the other or bound longi-
tudinal edge of the same. Thus, when the ticket
sheets are bound together, a pad is produced
which includes a plurality of materially spaced
stacks of tickets. This is readily distinguishable
from mere slits between contiguous tickets as
heretofore provided.

The present invention also includes a special
elongated tray for reception of the present pad
of tickets to facilitate dispensation of the tickets,
one by one, as they are sold. This tray is open
at the front and includes a flat bottom wall 12,
flat end walls 13, and a flat back wall {4. A plu-
rality of uniformly spaced vertical transverse
separator members or plates {5 are rigidly se-
cured on the bottom wall {2 in positions to be
received in the slots {I between the stacks of
tickets, and these separator members are spaced
ifrom the back wall 14 a distance substantially
equal to the width of the stub portions 8 so that
the latter may be disposed in the space between
said separator members and said back wall as
shown, when the pad is placed in the tray, the
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separator members engaging said stub portions
bhetween the stacks of tickets to prevent forward
pulling or movement of the pad from the back
of the tray and to thereby facilitate detachment
of the tickets. The tray and.separator members
are preferably formed of sheet metal, each sepa~
rator member having a flat lateral base flange
16 welded on the bottom wall 12 and serving to
space said separator member from the next sep-
arator member. The forward portions of the
end walls 13 and the separator members 15 pref-
erably have forwardly inclined upper edges 7
to permit the salesman to dispense the tickefs
without interference.

The tickets are printed with a distinguishing
key letter 18 near the bottom edge, and those in
each stack are consecutively numbered beside the
key letter as at §9.

From the foregoing description, it will be seen
that the invention provides means whereby the
tickets may be speedily taken from the pad. It
is not necessary for the user to first separate
the top ticket from the rest of the stack of which
it is a part. The salesman merely places the
index and middle fingers of the right hand on
the top of a stack of tickets, places the thumb
of the same hand on the lower left hand corner
of the stack, and then simultaneously raises the
thumb and draws the mentioned fingers to the
left of the thumb and forwardly. When this is
done, the top ticket will be detached from the
stub portion and will come off of the stack so
that by further raising the thumb the ticket
may be grasped between the thumb and index
finger. This operation may be accomplished by
a left handed person by reversing the direction
of moving the fingers laterally. By giving the
tickets key letters and numbering those in each
stack consecutively, a supervisor of ticket sellers
has only to check the numbers on the tops of
the stacks against the ticket seller’s funds. If
there is any variance, the individual stacks may
be checked for missing tickets by riffing the
stacks and observing the numbers as they go by.
Thus, audit of the sold tickets may be speedily
completed. As is old and well known in the rack
art, a plurality of the trays may be assembled
to form a rack in which the trays are disposed
in stepped or terraced relation so that all are
readily accessible.

From the foregoing description, it is believed
that the construction, manner of use and advan-
tages of the present invention will be readily un-
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4

derstood and appreciated by those skilled in the
art. Modifications and changes in details of
construction are contemplated, such as fairly fall
within the spirit and scope of the invention as
claimed.

What is claimed as new is:

1. The combination with a pad of tickets com-~
posed of a plurality of similar elongated ticket
sheets bound together in a pile along one longi-
tudinal edge of the pile, each ticket sheet com-
prising a plurality of tickets connected at corre-
sponding ends to a common narrow stub portion
by connecting portions that barely hold the tick-
ets to the stub portion so that they may be de~
tached from the stub portion by the use of very
little force, the tickets of each ticket sheet being
materially spaced apart so that the pad provides
a plurality of materially spaced stacks of tickets,
of an open front elongated tray in which said
pad is disposed to facilitate dispensation of the
tickets singly, said tray having a back wall and
being provided with uniformly spaced vertical
transverse separator members received in the
spaces between the stacks of tickets, said sepa-
rator members being spaced from the back wall
to engage the stub portions between the stacks
of tickets and prevent forward movement of the
pad from the back wall of the tray.

2. The construction defined in claim 1, wherein
said separator members comprise sheet metal
plates having lateral base flanges, the tray fur-
ther including a flat bottom wall to which the
base flanges of the separator members are fixed,
the base flange of each separator member serv-
ing to space a next adjacent separator member
therefrom.
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