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Yo all whom it may concern

Be it known that I; Carr. Murray, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Curtis,
in the county of Frontier and State of Ne-
braska, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Rural - Mail - Box Installa-
tions, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

One object of my present invention is the
provision of a rural mail box installation
embodying such a construction that the box
is securely maintained at a suitable height
to enable a mail carrier passing in a vehicle
to conveniently place mail in the box and
yet may be expeditiously and easily low-
ered for the removal of mail from the box;
the construction also being so arranged that
when the box is released, it will be promptly
returned to the elevated position.

Another object of the invention is the
provision of a mail box installation embod-
ving means for preventing breakage in the

event of a vehicle striking the outwardly

reaching arm of the construction.

Other objects and practical advantages
of the invention will be fully understood
from the following description and claims
when the same are read in connection with
the drawings, accompanying and forming
part of this specification, in which:

‘Figure 1 is a side elevation of the mail
box installation constituting the best prac-
tical embodiment of my invention of which
I am cognizant.

Fig. 21s a front elevation of the device.

Fig. 3 is a top plan view; Fig. 4 is a view
similar to Fig. 1, but showing the box-car-
rying arm in the lower position.

Iig. 5 is an inverted section taken in the
plane indicated by the line 5—5 of Fig. 1,
looking upwardiy.

Fig. 6 is a detail section taken in the
plane indicated by the line 6—6 of Fig. 1,
and showing the manner in which the weak
pin which normally holds the upper mem-
ber of the standard against turning about
its axis rests in the lower member of the
standard. .

Tig. 7 is a detail section taken in the
plane indicated by the line 7—17.

Similar numerals of reference designate
corresponding parts in all of the views of
the drawings.

The standard or post of my novel instal-
lation comprises a lower, tubular member 1
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adapted to be sunk in the ground and held
against turning through thé medium of a
blade 2. At 3 the said tubular member 1 is
provided with a radially disposed screw,
as shown. The standard or post also com-
prises an upper tubular member 4 socketed
i the member 1 so as to bear on and be sup-
In order to prevent
turning of the upper member 4, T provide
the weak pin 5 of wood or other appropriate
material. The said pin 5 vests radially in
registered apertures in the members 1 and
4, and 1s adapted to prevent turning of the
member 4 about its axis, unless a vehicle or
the like should strike the arm 7 on the mem-
ber 4, in which event the pin will break and
permit turning of the member 4 about its
axis, and thereby avert serious injury to the
device.

The mail box 8 is disposed above the arm

7, and is connected to the side bars of
said arm 7 through the medium of trans-
verse bolts 9 on which are preferably hung
hooks 10, designed to hold packages that
are too large to be placed in the box.
The side bars of the arm 7 being sufficiently
separated to receive the box 8 between them,
it is necessary to provide the side bars 7
with the offset 11.

Provided at 12 on the standard member 4-

is a lever 13, one arm of which is weighted,
as indicated by 14. The other or un-
weighted arm of the lever 13 is connected
through a rod 15 to the outer transverse
bolt 9. The connection of the rod 15 to the
lever 13 is a pivotal connection, and is pret-
erably effected through the medium of a
transverse bolt 16. The connection of the
rod 15 to the bolt 9 is likewise a pivotal con-
nection. At 17 is a cable passed loosely
over the bolts 9 and 16 and having pendent
end portions 18, as shown.

The weighted lever 13 serves to ade-
quately support the arm 7 and the box 8 in
horizontal positions, by virtue of the fact
that the connection between the bolt 16 and
the rod 15 rests as shown in Fig. 1 just
about the dead center. When, however, it
is desired to lower the arm 7 and box 8 for
the placing of mail in or removal of mail
from the latter, the same may be accom-
plished by a child when necessary; it being
simply necessary for the child to draw
downwardly on the end portions 18 of the
said cable 17. Then when the arm 7 and hox
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8 are released, the weighted lever 13 will
operate to raise the same to and maintain
them in the horizontal positions illustrated.

In the preferred embodiment of my in-
vention I employ in the upper member 4 of

_the post or standard a frame 20 that is

adapted to rest inside the member 4 and is

- engaged with the member 4 in the manner
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shown in Tig. 7, so that turning of the
frame 20 in member 4 is precluded On
the frame 20 is a blackboard 21, designed to

be used for advertising or bulleum board,

purposes.

In practice all of the parts of my no»d
installation are ddapted to be made of metal,
with the exception of the weak pin 5 and the

blackboard 20, and manifestly when the
parts are. st‘:nfhrcuzed the device may be

produced in large quantl ties at a small cost
ior each device.

 Having described my invention; what I-
claim and desire to secure by Letters-Pat- -

ent, is:

1 In a raral mail box installation, the
combination of a standard comprising a
lower tubular member, an upper member
sheathed and supported in the lower mem-
ber, a weak pln engaging the lower and up-
per members to permlb t irning of the latter
about its axis under shock or strecs, arn arm
reaching laterally from the upper menber,
and a m‘ul box carried by said arm.

2. In a rural mail box installation, the
combination of a standard, an arm pivoted

to and extending laterally from said stand-

ard, a mail box carried by said arm, a lever
fulerumed on the standard and having a
weighted arm, and a rod interposed Isetween
and COIlllGCulilO the outer portion of the lat-
eral arm on the standard and the unweight-
ed arm of the lever.

3. In a rural mail box installation, the
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combination of a standard, an arm pivot od
to and extending laterally from said stand-
ard, a mail box ‘carried by said arm, a lever
fulerumed on the standard and havmof a
weighted arm, a rod interposed between and

' connectlno' the outer por‘mon of the lateral
“arm on the standard and the unweighted

arm of the lever, and a cable passed over the
connections of said rods and having pend-
ent end portions.

4, In a rural mail box installation, the
combination of a standard, an arm plvoted
to and reaching laterally from the standard,
a weighted Jever fulcrumed on the standard
and means interposed between and connect~
mo the weighted lever and the outer portion

£ the lateral arm? the lateral arm being
adap*ed to carry a mail box and the connec-
tion between the weighted lever and the said
arm being adapted When the arm and the
mail box thereon are in raised position to
raise above the dead center, Wheleby castial
gravitation of the arm is prevented.

5. In a tural mail box installation, the
combination of a standard, an arm pivoted
to and reaching laterally from the stand-
ard, a Welonted lever fulerumed on the
standard and means interposed between and
connuctmo the weighted lever and the
outer portion of the lateral arm; the lateral
arm being adapted to carry a mail box and
the connectlon between the weighted lever

and the said arm being adapted when the

arm and the mail box thereon ave in raised

position to raise above the dead center,
whereby casual gravitation of the arm is
prevented, and means connected with the
weighted lever whereby the. said connecuon
may be drawn downwwrdly to break ‘the
dead center.

In tnstunom Whereof I affix my sign ature.
CARL MURRAY
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