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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THEODORE F. SIMPSON,
of Cincinnati, in the county of Hamilton and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Musical Instruments,
of which the following is a specification

The invention relates to all those classes of
musical instruments in which a key-board is
employed ; and consists in coustrueting the
center of the key-board with a straight front
line, in the ordinary manner, between about
the points which would be intersected by
straight lines drawn at right angles thereto
from each side of the performer, and with the
two ends of the key-board, from these points
outward, with forward eurved front lines, the
converging point of the lines between the
keys in each curve being on lines passing
near the sides of the performer and in his
Tear. ‘

The object of the invention is to enable the
performer to execute rapid and difficnlt pas-
sages of music with greater faeility and cer-
tainty of correctness, the key- board being
within range of the natural sweep of the arms,
whereby are avoided many movements of the
Lody, elevating the elbows, and curving the
arms and wrists, and whereby less muscular
force is required to sustain the arms and
wrists in the necessary position, and hence
the performance is less fatiguing.

Figure 1 of the accompanying drawing is a

perspective view of a portion of a musical in-
strument embodying the invention ; and Fig.
2 is a plan of the key-board.

A B B A is the front line of the key-board,
whicli is straight from B to B and curved at
the two ends from A to B. C represents the
seat of the performer. B D and B E and in-
termediate lines are parallel, and A D and B
D and all intermediate lines converge and
meet at the point D, and the linés B & and A
E and all intermediate ones are also converg-
ing lines, and meet at the point E, the apex
of each set of converging lines being at the
side and in rear of the performer, as shown,

I do not claim, broadly, a curved key-board,
nor one having two curves, the circles of
which intersect, as I consider both of such
forms objectionable; but

. What I do claim, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is v

In a musical instrament, a key-board, the
frout line of the central part of which Is
straight, and the front lines of the two ends
are curved, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

In testimony whereof I have -hereunto set
my haud this 10th day of March, 1876.

T. F. SIMPSON.

Witnesses:’
EpwarD BoyD,
JoHEN O’GARA.




