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7o oll whom it may concern.

Be it known that T, James A. Houseg, a
citizen of the United: States, residing. gt
Marign, in the county of Grant and State
of Indiana, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Brushes, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.- T

The invention relates. to brushes of the
type which are adapted to be supplied with

water “from a suitable source and which

supply is controllable by means of a valve
in the length of the hollow handle to which
the brush 1s attached.

The invention consists of a brush of pe-
culiar form and novel connecting means be-
tween such brush and handle whereby differ-
ent shapes and sizes of brushes may be in-
terchangeably fitted to the same handle.

The invention consists of the novel fea-
tures, details of construction and combina-
tion of parts, which hereinafter will be more
particularly set  forth, illustrated and
claimed.

- In the drawings hereto attached :—Figure
1 is a side view of a brush embodying the
invention. TFig. 2 is a top plan view, the
dotted lines indicating a pole fitted to the
handle to form an extension. Fig. 3 is an
enlarged view on the line »—= of Fig. 2
looking to the right as indicated by the ar-
rows. Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 of
a modification. Fig. 5 is a detail view show-

“ing the means, on a larger scale, for secur-
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ing the brush to the cap.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description, and indi-
cated in all the views of the drawings, by
the same reference characters.

~The handle 1 is hollow and is adapted to
be coupled at one end to a hose pipe 2, the

opposite end of the handle being provided .

with a cap 3 in the sides of which are
formed bayonet slots 4. A valve 5 is located
in the length of the handle to admit of con-
trolling the flow of water therethrough.
The brush comprises a back 6, tufts 7 set
therein, a cover 8, a metal band 9 encircling
the back 6 and cover 8 and a raised portion

10 formed or otherwise provided centrally
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of the cover 8. The raised portion 10 is of
like size in the various shapes and sizes of
brushes provided for use with the same han-
dle and has a packing ring 11 fitted to its
outer edge to insure the formation of a
close joint between the brush and cap 3.
Studs 12 project from the edges of the raised

portion. 10. and: are adapted to coOperate
with the slots 4 whereby. the brush is adapt-
ed to be secured to the cap.by means of a
bayonet. joint. Registering openings 13 are
formed 1n the brush back 6, cover 8 and
raised portion 10 and stuch openings admit
of: water passing. freely from the cap 3 to
the. tufits 7. - The supply. of water may be
regulated by means of the valve 5. When
placing a brush in position it is arranged-so
that the studs 12 register with the open ends
of the slots 4 after which the raised portion
10 is pressed into the cap and the brush is
given a partial turn to cause the studs 12
to enter the inner or closed ends of the slots
4. The reverse of this movement admits of
the brush being detached from the cap.

A brush constructed substantially in the
manner set forth herein is admirably adapt-
ed for washing carriages, buggies, automo-
biles and like vehicles, since it supplies am-

ple water and prevents injury to the paint-

and varnish. It is also understood that the
brush may be utilized for any purpose where
water is to be supplied simultaneously with
the application of the brush to the surface
to be washed. The construction is such as
to admit of brushes being interchangeably
fitted to the cap of the handle, the substitu-
tion being easily and quickly performed.

In the modification shown in Fig. 4 the
brush has its face portion enlarged, the con-
struction otherwise being substantially the
same as illustrated in Fig. 3.

To avoid the necessity for constructing
the handle 1 of an extreme length when it
is desired to use a long handle, a clamp 14
is fitted to the handle 1 and is adapted to re-
ceive a pole 15, indicated by dotted lines
in Fig. 2. The clamp 14 may be detachably
fitted to the handle 1 so as not to be in the
way when the pole 15 is not required.

To prevent loosening of the brush when
fitted to the cap a catch 16 is provided and
is attached to the cap 3 in such a position
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as to admit of the toothed portion of the -

catch extending along the approximately

.horizontal portion of one of the bayonet

slots 4 so'as to engage the stud 12 operating
in such slot. This 1s indicated most clearly
in Fig. 5.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, the advantages of the construction
and of the method of operation will be read-
ily apparent to those skilled in the art to
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which the invention appertams, and. Whlle,_
I have described the principle of opera-

tion of the invention, together with the:de-

vice which I now cons1der to be the best
embodiment thereof, I desire to have it un-

derstood that the device shown is merely
illustrative, and that such ‘changes may be

made when desired as are within the-scope:

_ of the invention as claimed.

10

Hayving thus described uhe 1nvent10n, What
is claimed as new isi—
In a fountain brush, a brush head havmg

- an upstanding extension formed with in-
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clining side walls, a packing strip passing
around the sides of the extension and of an
equal thickness throughout, a stud having a
portlon passing throucrh the strip and 1nto
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the extension, a cap havmg inclined sides co-
opemtmg Wlth inclined walls of the exten-

-sion, said cap being provided with a bayo-
.net slot, the walls ‘of which cobperate with
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the protrudlno end of said stud and a .

toothed catch secured to the cap and ex-

tending in parallelism with the upper walls’

of the bayonet slot; the teeth of said catch

2&

being alranged to successwely engflge said

stud.
In testlmony Whereof I aﬁ‘ix my 51gnatu1e
in presence of two witnesses. -

JAMES A. HOU SER

Wltnesses
J.F. CARMICI—IADL
J. S. Sisson.

Cepies of th1s patent may be obtained for five . cents eaeh by addlessmg the Gomm1s51oner of Patents,

Washmgton,
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