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Claim(s) completely searchable:
1-5, 8-19

Claim(s) not searched:
6, 7

Reason for the limitation of the search:

In reply to the invitation to indicate the claims on which the search is
to be based, the applicant argued that claims 1 and 6 would fall under
the exception under Rule 43(2)(c) as alternative solutions to the same
problem. However, this argumentation cannot be followed for the following
reasons:

The common problem addressed by claims 1 and 6 is to provide protection
against reverse engineering. This problem definition is considered too
broad in the present case because, if one were to follow this line of
argumentation, hundreds of different published applications would have to
be considered as alternative solutions rather than as different
inventions. The objective problem addressed by claim 1 is to deactivate
the device in case a portion of the second metal Tayer is removed, for
which purpose the device of claim 1 comprises the technical feature of
forming one or more gate connections in the second metal Tayer. The
device of claim 6 in contrast addresses the problem of inducing a gate
failure in the device in case an ion beam is used for reverse
engineering, for this purpose it comprises one or more floating
structures in the second metal layer connected to transistor gates.
Claims 1 and 6 cannot therefore be considered as alternative solutions to
the same problem in the sense of Rule 43(2)(c) EPC.

Thus, the search report has been drawn up on the basis of the first
independent device claim of invention I and its dependent claims, this is
claims 1 - 5 (Rule 62a(1) EPC).

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that the application will
be further prosecuted on the basis of subject-matter for which a search
has been carried out and that the claims should be Timited to that
subject-matter at a later stage of the proceedings (Rule 62a(2) EPC).
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing claims for which payment was due.

D Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due and for those claims for which
claims fees have been paid, namely claim(s):

D No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present (supplementary)
European search report has been drawn up for all claims.

[l

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

[

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present
(supplementary) European search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent
application which relate to the inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid,

namely claims:

[

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present (supplementary)
European search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application
which relate to the first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

1-7
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-7

Device having a base layer, a first and a second Tayer, and
at least two metal layers wherein manipulation of the second
layer deactivates the device (leads to a gate failure)

2. claims: 8-19

Electronic element having two devices with two
characteristics dependent on a parasitic element, the output
of the element being dependent on the first and second

characteristic.
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This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
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Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
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US 2010001403 Al 07-01-2010 JP 2010016164 A 21-01-2010
US 2010001403 Al 07-01-2010
US 2011165737 Al 07-07-2011

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82
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