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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
FRANK M. GAULT, OF OKLAHOMA, OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 

CRATE FOR TRANSPORTNG POULTRY. 

No. 809,559. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Jan. 9, 1906. 
Application filed April 5, 1905, Serial No. 253,968, 

To all, Luhon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, FRANK.M. GAULT, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Okla 
homa, in the county of Oklahoma and Terri 
tory of Oklahoma, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Cratesfor Transport 
ing Poultry, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

coops or crates for transporting poultry by 
railway and other means, and is so construct 
ed as to embody the nesting or close-packing 
principle for the purpose of consolidation and 
convenience in shipping the coops when 
empty, and they consist of a wire cage having 
sills to which the wires are attached, the said 
coops being provided with sliding removable 
bottoms, the cage-wires extending from the 
sills upward, having a converging inclination, 
and are bound by horizontal ribs which may 
be welded or clamped at the enter-sections of 
said wires, a suitable door being provided 
either in the side, end, or top of the said coops, 
all of which will hereinafter be more fully de scribed. 
The objects of my invention are to provide 

a light, strong, convenient coop or crate for 
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the transportation of poultry. I attain these 
objects by the mechanism illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, forming a part of 
this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a complete 
transportation poultry-coop embodying the 
elements of my invention. Fig. 2 is a sec 
tional side elevation of the front sill, disclos 
ing the method of securing the wires thereto, 
invhich wood is used for the body of the sills. 
Fig. 3 is an end elevation with the bottom 
or floor in place where strap-iron is substi 
tuted for the wood sill. Fig. 4 is a modifi 
cation of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a sectional eleva 
tion of the inner portion of the sill, showing 
its construction. Fig.6 is a perspective view 
of the angle-iron constituting the body por 
tion of the main sills. Fig. 7 is a plan view 
of the base-framework, the cage portion be 
ing removed and a section of the floor or bot 
tom in place. Fig. 8 is a right end eleva 
tion of the coop with the cage-wires broken 
away and the coop-bottom in place. Fig. 9 
is a perspective view in section of a portion 
of the right corner of the coop, showing the 
bottom-locking device. Fig. 10 is an end ele 
vation of the angle-iron constituting the left 
end and side sills of the coop. Fig. 11 is a 
view in elevation, illustrating the various 

line acac of Fig. 2. 

methods of placing and holding in place the 
wires composing the cage portion of the coop. 
Fig. 12 is a plan view of a piece of angle-iron 
forming the body of the main sills and illus 
trating the method of forming a corner. 

Similar letters refer to similar parts in the several views. 
In the drawings, A represents the outer 

portion of the side and left end sills of the 
coop. A" is the right end sill. When wood 
is used for the base of the sills, the outer ver 
tical surfaces are provided with both longitu 
dinal and vertical grooves for the reception 
of the cage-wires a, having stirrup-like feet, 
the said wires, together with the rib-wires a', 
constituting the cage-like body of the coop. 
(See Fig. 2.) The longitudinal groove Cand 
the vertical grooves are of sufficient depth 
to leave the outer surfaces of said wires a 
flush with the wood and are secured in place 
by nailing or riveting the e' member of a 
strip of angle (or similar) iron to the outer 
side of the sills, covering or nearly covering 
and extending below the sills to provide a 
rest for the sliding floor or bottom B of the 
coop by having the member e extend in 
Wardly... (See Figs. 3, 4, and 8.) 
The wood sill may be substituted by strap 

iron A', as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, in which 
the rivets r, securing the strap-iron to the 
angle-iron, are placed in such position or lo 
cation as to secure firmly in place the stirrup 
like feet of the wires a. The first and last 
wires a have feet bent at a right angle to the 

To provide for the nesting 
or close packing one within another of the 
empty coops or crates, the wires a, extending 
upward from the sills, converge toward a com 
mon center and deviate from the perpendicu 
lar at any desired angle, as shown in Fig. 4 
and by the dotted lines in Fig. 3, that the 
said empty coops may by removing the bot 
toms or floors thereupon be thus packed for 
the purpose of economizing space in ship 
ment, and the bottoms or floors may be baled. 
In order to provide for a removable bot 
tom or floor, the right-hand end sill A is nar 
rower (vertically) than the side and left end 
sills A, (see Fig. 8,) thus providing space for 
the bottom or floor B to slide into place, it 
resting on the horizontal members e of the 
angle-iron constituting the body of the sills, 
the said bottom or floor B being secured from 
accidental removal by the longitudinal 
springs did, Secured at any convenient point 
to the outer surface of the sills A. by rivets 
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d', the opposite ends of said springs being 
provided with lateral horizontal pins d, 
which pass through openings in the sills and 
enter apertures adapted thereto in the edges 
of the bottom or floor B. (See Figs. 7, 8, and 9.) 

In Fig. 7 the method of securing the right 
end sill A' in place is illustrated, in which the 
bar of iron forming the body of the sill has 
each end extended and the flange e cut away 
a sufficient distance to permit the member et 
being bent at right angles, lapping over and 
being secured to the right end of the sills A 
by rivets gg, and for the purpose of Securing 
additional firmness the extended portion of 
the strap-iron A' is bent at right angles in 
wardly and secured in place by rivets g'. 
(See Fig. 7.) The boards composing the 
floor or bottom B may be held together by 
staples h. h or more firmly secured by cleats k 
k, Figs. 3 and 4. 
The method of forming corners of angle 

iron is illustrated in Fig. 12, in which a por 
tion of the member e is cut away at a corner 
point at an angle of forty-five degrees, per 
mitting (when raised to a proper temperature) 
the end 2 to bend to the position shown by 
the dotted lines. 
The upwardly-extending cage-wires a are 

secured in their position by being encom 
passed by horizontal rib-wires a? and are se 
cured at their intersections by being welded 
or by the use of clamps of any convenient 
form, as illustrated in Fig. 11, and the wires 
may be uniform or woven. 
The rivets r are for the purpose of secur 

ing greater firmness and security to the posi 
tion of the strap-iron A'. 
The door of the coop when closed is secured 

in position by the wire latch b', loosely at 
tached to one of the ribs a? and passing back 
of wire a, and in front of and extending past 
the extreme wire of the door or by any other 
convenient means. 

In operation the bottoms or floors B of the 
coops are removed and the cage portions are 
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pressed one within another and secured in 
position and the bottoms or floors are balled 
or packed together and secured by ropes, 
wires, or otherwise and are thus shipped to 
their destination; at which point the bottoms 
and cage portions are unpacked, the bottoms 
or floors placed in position and secured there 
in by the locking-pins previously referred to, 
at which time they are ready to be filled with 
poultry and shipped. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim to be new and useful, and desire to 
secure by Letters Patent, is 

1. A crate for transporting poultry, com 
prising an upper part or cage, formed of up 
wardly and inwardly inclined wire loops, 
having their feet removably secured in the 
sills, and a divisional and sectional base, 
whereby the respective parts may be de 
tached, collected and shipped in separate 
packages, substantially as described. 

2. In a crate for transporting poultry, the 
combination with a divisional and sectional 
base, comprising the detachable sills A A', 
the removable floor-pieces B, provided with 
staples h. h., of an inwardly-tapering cage 
formed of wire loops a encircled with rib 
wires a? and provided with a suitable door 
Substantially as described. 

3. In a transportation poultry-coop con 
sisting of a tapering cage portion, its base 
being secured to sills providing a supporting 
seat for the sliding removable bottom; the 
locking-pins d' d' secured in the ends of the 
longitudinal Springs d, the said springs being 
firmly secured to the outer surface of the side 
sills, substantially as described and for the 
purposes set forth. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two subscribing witnesses. 

FRANK M. GAULT. 
Witnesses: 

W. T. HANSON, 
J. R. JoNES. 
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