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1 ,

This invention relates to a kit of equipment for
properly laying out and providing the bases em-
ployed for a soft or other ball game.

It is an ohject of this invention to prov1de a
light easily carried kit containing the necessary
equipment for properly laying out and prOV1d1ng
the necessary bases and pitcher’s box employed
for playing a softball game.

. It is a further okject of this invention to pro-

vide a kit including the bases for use in play-
ing a softball game, holddown stakes for each
of said bases, and a layout string, for use in
laying out the relative position of each of the
bases with respect to the pitcher’s mound mount-
ed on a layout string winder.

It is a further object of this invention to pro-
vide plates for use as bases on a softball playing
field which have a plurality of slots therein adapt-
ed to receive holddown stakes and a layout string
winder so that these elements may be placed
between said plates and held there without mak-
ing the kit bulky when all of said plates are se-
cured together in one convenient kit. -

These and other objects of my invention w111
become apparent from the following detailed de-
scription taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the kit as as-
sembled;

PFigure 2 is a transverse sectional view taken
on the line 2—2 of Figure 1; )

Figure 3 is a plan view taken on the line 3—3
of Figure 1 that is in a plane immediately below
the two upper plates shown in Figure 1, so as to
show the arrangement of stakes and string
winder therebelow;

Figure 4 is a perspective view of one of the
plates with the holddown stake inserted through
a slot therein;

Figure 5 is a cross sectional view taken cen-
trally through a plate and a cooperating stake
showing the stake securing the plate to the
ground;

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the layout
string winder;

Figure 7 is a plan view of one of the holddown
stakes; and,

Pigure 8 is a side view of one of the holddown
stakes.

The softball kit comprises three main parts,
namely, a plurality of plates 9, a plurality of hold-
down stakes {1 and a layout string (3 wound on
a layout string winder (5.

The kit contains at least four and preferably
five flat square plates 9 made of wood, rubber,
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plastic, metal or any other suitable material, but
in the embodiment shown in the drawings the
plates are made of plywood. In other words,
it contains one plate each for home plate, first
base, second hase and third base, and preferably
one to serve as the pitcher’s box or mound. Each
plate. is provided with five elongated slots 19
parallel to and adjacent one edge of the plate.
These, slots are identically located in all plates.
A sixth slot 21 is centrally located on the plate
9 and preferably has its axis perpendicular to
the direction of the grain of the upper layer of
the plywood, as brought out in Pigs. 1 and 4, so
as to reduce any tendency to erilarge or tear if
pressure is applied outwardly on it. For ma-
chining purposes slots 19 as well as slots 21 are
elongated in the same direction. However, the
relative direction of the slot 21 with relation to
slots 19 is unimportant except from the stand-
point of economy in manufacture. The slots 19
may be, but are not necessarily, spaced equally
across the surface of the plate 9. Preferably, as
shown in Figure 1, three slots are located on one
side of the center line of the plate 8 and two
slots on the opposite side. This is to allow clear-
ance directly above the slot 21 so that the piece
which fits into slot 21 will' not come in contact
with the parts fitting into the slots 19.

The second part of the kit comprises five
holddown stakes f{. In the broader aspects of
the invention these stakes may be of any suit-
able design and construction, but in the partic-
ular embodiment shown in the drawings, and
which comprises a more limited phase ‘of the
present -invention, they are made from spring
metal, and preferably from spring wire steel, and
each stake is made from one piece of wire.  The
stake shown comprises a pair of downwar dly ex-
tendlng legs 23, the lower ends of which are
bent outwardly as at 25 so that when the stake
is pushed into the ground, as brought out in Fig-
ure 5, the outwardly extending portions 25 will
cause the legs 23 to spread apart and thus hold
thé stake more firmly into the ground. An 8-
shaped head portion 27 has its opposite ends ex-
tending laterally from the upper portion of the
legs 23. Just below head portion 27 the legs 23
are bent outwardly as at 29 to provide a shoul-
der portion. - Stakes {i are adapted t0 be pushed
vertically through the slot 21 in the plate 8. The
length of the slots 21 is so related to the spacing
of the legs 238 immediately below the head 21,
that when a stake is pushed through the slot 21
the 1nward1y mchned upper portions 29 of the
Tegs 23 snap into the slot 21 in the plate’ 9 tightly
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enough so that the stake will not work its way
up above the surface of the base. 'The lower
portion of the head 27 rests upon the top of the

plate when completely assembled therewith as

brought out in Figures 4 and 5. 'The head por-
tion 27 is made in this generally 8-shape to add
to the resiliency between the upper ends of the
legs 28 thereby to give a better spring action be-
tween the upper ends of the legs as well as to
provide ‘@ head that gapnot he drawn through
the slots: 21.

The head portion 27 of each stake I is shaped
50 as to adapt it to fit into the slots 19 in adjacent:

and superposed plates when the stakes It gre.

laid flat on one of the plates in the manner shown
in Figure 3. When the plates are assgmbled. gne
on top of the cther the head portion 21 will ex~
tend through the plate on which if is ]'ying and
into the adjacent plates above and below: the plate

upon which the stakes age lying, as brought out in :

Fig. 2.
The thlrd prlmary part of the k1t comprlses the
u

wmder l& ThlS provxdes an upwa,rdly exténdm,g
ﬂange portlon 37. i nl

TY
adapted to fit into siot 21 in one of the cent;a,l' h

plates 9 in the assembled kit, as brought out in
Figs.. 2 and 3. The Wmder is, placed ina ﬂat nqsx-
thn transverse}y actoss the stakes whmh are, aI-
ready in

pick. Qut some pomt m an empty ﬁeld q,d con-
sider that. pomt asthe. pltchmg mound or pi

pomt and the stmng is. then unwound from tb@
wmder By swxqgmg a cn:cle around, the pltchen S
: moun;ll Where th.e strmg 1s pegge

sk the st [
thmugh the slats 2l in the bases on mto the
ground One base can be used as the pltchmg
mound and may be the. first to plac;ed in posi-

merelil‘ necessary to take one of the plate
Iay the ﬁve base ho]ddown stakes in.

across the top of the
nge 37 preferabl.v eg-
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stead of downwardly because the user might in-
advertently wind the string around only a portion
of the width of the winder 15 so as to cause a
bulkiness which would prevent the winder from
lying flat on the plate 9.  This might prevent the
flange 37T from extending into slot 2! of the cen-
tral plate if it were facing down toward that
plate. The other four plates 9 can be placed two
above and two below the plate onto which are
mounted stakes: and winder and the vertical
flange 37T of the winder fitted into the slots 21 of
the plates 9 placed above the central plate 8.

Any suitable means of holding the plates to-
gether when the kit is assembled, such as a bag,
straps, cord, etc., but in the partficular embodi-
ment. shown in the drawings a harness 39, is se-
cured. to gither the top or bottom plate as by
means of tacks, screws, or the like, as illustrated
inc Big. 1. The ends of the harness are wrapped
around the ends of the kit and secured together
on the, opposﬂ;e side of the kit, as by tymg them
to one of said plates, 1t is. preferable that 1t be
tucked. underneath the base when it is placed on
the. gromnd so that, it will not stick up around the
base A carrying handle ‘41 is fitted over one. edge
of the lgt and. Las 1ts ends secured on.opposite
sides of the kit to ong. of. the strap portions of
harness 39.

It will thus he seen that I have provided a sim-
ple. hght klt of equxpment for laying out and set-
tmg up a- playmg ﬁeld for a softball game, I 11ke—
Wxse _have prov1ded effectlve means. for holdmg
the plates. in posmon and for la,ymg out the ball

5 diamond.,

While. I haye descrlbed one partlculaz embodi-
ment of my 1nvent10n it, 1s to he unﬂerstood that

lgims,
T claim:
1. A-Kkit of equipment for Iaymg out amd settmg
- bal] playmg ﬁeld compmsmg a plu

a rlurahty ‘of ldeptlcally arranged slms ther,
plurality of stakes for helding down said hases,
laterally extendi ng head portion at the upper end
of each stake, a.layout Line and winder therefor,
a- Iaterally extendmg ﬁange portlon prmectmg
from said. Wlnd.er ﬁtted in.one of said-slogs, sa1d

plate the remamder of sazd p}ates mlacnd abovev ,

aqd below saxd plate contamma tbe stakes. and

havmg a plurallty of 1dent1cally arranrred s_lots
therein, one of said slots being in the center. of
said plates, the remainder of said slots being
spaced outwardly from: said single slot, a plurality
of stakes for holding down said bases, a laterally.
extending head portion at the upper end of each
of said stakes, a layout line and winder therefor,
a laterally extendmg flange. projecting from said
fitted said: single slot in the center of
one qﬁ sald plates, salcl stake adapted to pass ver-

t1cally through said slot to hold said base in place
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on one of said plates with the lateral projections REFERENCES CITED
of.sa1d stakes fitted 1_nto their re_spectwe slots In The following references are of record in the
said plate, the remainder of said plates placed file of this patent:
above and below said plate containing the stakes .

and winder, a harness permanently secured to 5 UNITED STATES PATENTS

one of said plates, for substantially holding said Number Name Date
plates together for carrying purposes, and means 1,416,525 Taylor - e May 16, 1922
secured to said harness for carrying said assem- 2,084,775 Orefice oo June 22, 1937
bled kit.
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