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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

.PETER G. KIRSCH, OF DECATUR, INDIANA.

WASHING-

MACHINE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 507,546, dated October 31, 1898.
Application. filed Januﬁry 7,1893, Serial No, 457,690, (Nomodel.)

To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, PRTER G. KIRSCH, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Decatur,
in the countyof Adams and State of Indiana,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Washing-Machines; and I do
declare the following tobe a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specificaticn.

My invention relates to an improvement in
that class of washing machines in which an
agitator is employed to operate upon the
clothes, both of which are inclosed -in a wa-
ter-tight suds box.

My object is to produce an improved de-
vice by which a more efficient movement of
the agitator may be effected and to econstruct
the arrangement as a whole so that it will
more thoroughly wash the clothes without
tearing or fraying them out.

To these ends my invention counsists of cer-
tain novel features and combinationsof parts
more fully deseribed hereinafter and pointed
out in the claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings
which illastrate my invention: Figure 1 rep-
resents a perspective view of my complete ar-
rangement; Fig. 2 a vertical section; Fig. 3
a detail view of the agitator, and its operat-
ing crank or handle.

The reference letter a represents the body
of my machine which is supported by legs b,
and fitted with handles ¢. The tuba is pref-
erably circular in shape and is provided with
a top d, hinged to its upper edge. Arising
upwardly from the side of the tub is a rigid
standard e, which is provided with an over-
hanging arm /. This arm projects over the
top of the tub just above its center and has
formed in its free end a hole f/ which serves
as a bearing for the agitator shaft g. This
shaftisof a peculiar construction and isshown
in detail in Figs.1and 2. Itsupper end pro-
jects through the hole f/ in arm f, while its
lower end projects through an opening in the

lid d, a double crank h being formed between

the two points, by which crank the agitator
isoperated. The lower end of the shaft g ex-
tends some distance into the tub where it is
bent horizontally at ¢’ to form a second crank.
Its extremity ¢? is then bent downwardly and
attached to the circular agitator 2. The agi-
tator has an opening ¢’ formed in its center
through which the end g? of shaft g, projects
and at whieh point it is universally connected
to the agitator by means of metallicclip jand
eross braces orbars k. The underside of the
agitator is provided with a number of inde-
pendent projections [ and a pair of serrated
cross bars k which serve to engage the clothes.
Fitting within the tub are two semi-cireular
racks m, formed of a series of fluted bars n,
and binding strips 0. These racks fit around

' the sides and bottom of the tub and when in

place completely cover the same.

In using my improved machine the ciothes
are as usual placed in the tub with hot water
and soap suds, or any other cleaning agent
which may be used, and the agitator set to
operating which serves to rub and clean the
clothes.

It will be noticed, owing to the peculiar ar-
rangement of the agitator shaft, that the agi-
tator is given a eircular course and made to
act upon or traverse the whole bottom of the
tub thereby getting better results than ordi-
narily.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

In awashing machine, the combination with
the tub, of an agitator shaft, an overhanging
bearing for its upper end, a double operating
crank formed on the shaft between the bear-
ing and tub into which tub the lower end of
the shaft extends, a single crank formed on
such end,and an agitator attached.to the sin-
gle crank, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix mysignaturein
presence of two witnesses. ‘ .

PETER G. KIRSCH.

Witnesses: :

A. P. BEATTY,
M. KIRSCH.
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