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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, James Syita LANIER,

o citizen of the United States, residing at |

West Point, in the county of Troup and
State of Georgia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Mail Receiving
and Delivering Apparatus; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact deseription of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.
This invention relates to improvements in
mail receiving and delivering apparatus and
more particularly to the type especially
adapted for facilitating the receipt and de-
livery of mail from and to a container by a
postman without requiring his dismounting.
Among the objects in view is the produc-
tion of a sirple and comumercially practical
device which shall be at the same fine sus-
ceptible of ready and easy manipulation and
capable of automatically assuming an out of
the way position when not retained by an
operator. :
The invention comprisés certain novel con-
structions, combinations, and errangement
of parts as will be hereinafter fully described
and claimed.
In the accompanying drawing: Figure 1 is

a view in side elevation with the parts illus-

trated in full lines extended and in dotted
lines just after being retracted and before re-
turning to.a lateral position. Fig. 2 is an
edge view thereof showing the parts in full
lines in the normal at rest position and in
dotted lines in either of the positions indi-
cated in Fig. 1, parts being broken away for
the saving of space. Fig. 3 is a horizontal
section talken on the plane indicated on line
3—3 of ¥ig. 1 and looking downwardly.
g 4 s a transverse vertical central section
faken through the support for the mail box
detached from the box, the section being
taken approximately on the line indicated by

5 line4—4 of Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is an inverted plan

view of the upper or swiveled portion of the
parts seen in Fig. 4. Tig, 6 is & similar view
of the lower or fixed portion of said parts.
Fig. 7 is an enlarged detail transverse section
through the vertical bar of the bracket indi-
cating the guiding cam m the top plan, the
section being taken on the plane indicated by
tine 7—7 of Fig. 8. Fig. 8 is a vertical sec-

tion taken on the plane indicated by line
8—8 on Fig. 7.

Referring to the drawing by numerals, 1
indicates a post or other suitable support to
which is fixed a bracket plate 2. The lower
end of the bracket plate 2 is bent first to a
horizontal position into the horizontal por-
tion 3 and then bent to a vertical position
into the vertical portion 4 parallel to the
main body of the plate and the third time
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bent into the horizontal portion 5 parallel to -

portion 3. The upper end of the plate 3 is
provided with a horizontal flange or bracket
portion 6, the said flange being formed with a
longitudinal slot 7 having off-set portions 8
atits ends. It is to be cbserved that the off-
set portions 8 are each formed of a relatively
targe shoulder 9 on the side of the slot 7 near-
est the post 1 and a relatively small shoulder
10 on the opposite side of the slot. The hori-
zontal portion 5 of the folded portion of the
plate 2'is formed with an opening 11 and the
horizontal portion 3 is preferably provided
with a depressed point or recess 12. .

A bracket 13 is carried by the {)Iate 2 and
consists preferably of a strap folded into a
triangle naving one end bholted as at 14’ to
the vertical portion of the triangle above the
lower end of said vertical portion, and be-
tween the horizontal portion 5 and flange 6 of
plate 2, the said vertical portion of the

racket 13 being extended through slot 7 and
aperture 11 _:mdD having its lower end prefer-
ably beveled off as at 15’ and extending into
the recess 12. Of course in assembling or

dismantling the parts it is necessary to re--

move the bolt 14" and spring the inclined arm
of the bracket 13 past the flange 6. '

The upper edge of the strap of the bracket

13 is disposed in a horizontal plane when the
vertical portion of the bracket is at either
end of the slot 7, as indicated in Fig. 2, so
that said upper edge inelines upwardly in an
outward direction when the vertical portion
of said bracket is disposed centrally with re-
spect to the length of the slot 7. . Thus the
bracket 13 is given the tendency to swing
laterally to the out of the way position indi-
cated in Fig. 2 whenever the bracket is re-
leased and free to move. -

A sleeve 14 surrounds the upper strap of
the bracket 13 and is provided withrollers 15,
15 engaging the respective upper and lower
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faces of said strap.  The upper portion of
the sleeve 14 is fixed to a supporting bar 16
which carries the mail receptacle 17 at its
outer end.  Fixed to the outer end of the
bracket 13is a sleeve 18 through which the
bar 16 is passed. A roller 19 1s preferably
provided within the sleeve 18 upon which
bar 16 rests.  Thus it will be seen that the
bar 16 is adapted to have a telescoping move-
ment relative to the bracket 13 for adapting
the receptacle 17 to he moved m and out as
indicated respectively by the dotted and full
lines in Fig. [

The connection for, the receptacle 17 with
the bar 16 consists of a plate 20 riveted or
otherwise suitably fixed to the bar 16 and a
superposed revolubly mounted plate 21 rest-
ingupon the plate 20, The plate 21 is formed
with an annular upstanding flange 22 formed

atits outer cdge with an outwardly extending.

flange 23 which Iatter flange 18 fixed to the
bottom of the veceptucle 17, The plate 21 s
provided with a centrally disposed bearing
sleeve 24 which may be suitably secured to
or formed integral with the plate 21 and a
similar sleeve 25 projects upwardly from the
plate 20 thirough the sleeve 24, A cotter pin
or other suitable securing means 26 is passed

through the upper end of the sleeve 25 for.

preventing displacement of the parts. It
wan be thus seen that the box 17 can be freely
rotated at the same time being held against
lateral play.  In order to lock or retain the
box 17 at any one or a number of positions
[ preferably provide depressions 27,27 in the
plate 20 into which extend projections 28, 28
from the plate 21, Obviously as many de-
yressions and as many of the projections may
{)e employved as are preferved, and obviowsly

the positioning of the receptacle 17 may b

utilized lor sipnaling purposes.

In operation the operator simply grasps
receplacle 17 or any suitably provided han-
dle, swings the same outwardly and then
draws the same further outward so as tohave
easy aceess to the receptacle without having
Alter making the collection or
delivery the operator moves theveceptacle 17
-im\'u_rd]y and then releases the same where-
upon, owing to the weight ol the parts and
their inclined position, they swing laterally
to a position parallel to the roadway, T
are thus entirely out of the path of travel.
In order to prevent too muc%t vibration or

lateral swinging of the parts after they have:

arrived at the out of the way position I pro-
vide a detent on the vertical portion of the
bracket 13 adapted to engage the shoulders 9
and 10 at either terminus of the slot 7, and
this detent
which may be of thick material it desired but
I preferably use comparatively thin material
and therefor provide a flange 29 about the
edge of the plate as a substitute for thickness
of material.  The plate 28" is formed partly

'{)1‘(\.1'0(':&)1)' consists of a plate 28
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cireular and then restricted at two points
producing a lateral projection 30, as best seen
In Fig. 7, lving within the radius of the circle
which would be described if the plate 28
were a complete disk. The material of the
plate 28’ is stamped up from the center leav-
g an aperture through which the vertical
portion of the bracket 13 extends and the
stamped up portion is preferably riveted or
otherwise suitably secured as in 31 to the
said vertical portion of the bracket 13.  The
plate 28" is positioned at that point in the
length of said vertical: portion which causes
it to occupy a position within the slot 7, so
that when the bracket 13 falls to the in-
clined position indicated in Figs. 2 and 3 pro-
jection 30, which extends outwardly in the
divection of the extension of the bracket 13,
will Tie between the shoulders 9 and 10 and
serve as a-detent for preventing vibration of
the pares. Obviously the particular rela-
tionship of the projection 13 to the radius of
the plate 28" readily enables the projeéction to
be withdrawn from between ihe shoulders 9
and 10 when the bracket is swung outwardly.

What { claim is:

1. In an apparatus of the class described,
the combination, of a fited bracket plate
having a slotted bracket flange and an un-
perforate (lange, a bracket pivotally engag-
mg the slot of the bracket flange and resting
by weight upon the said imperforate flange,
means for preventing vibration carried by
said last mentioned bracket within said slot,
and a receptacle sustained by the last men-
tioned bracket. /

2. In an apparatus of the ¢lass described,
the combination, of a slotted bracket, a
bracket comprising a continuously integral
strip bent into bracket form and having o

vertical portion extending through the slot

of the slotted bracket, a guide plate fixed to
said vertical portion wifhin said slot and
formed with a detent, shoulders being Tormed
at the endds of said slot adapted to be engaged
by suid detent, the upper edge of the seeond

mentioned bracket being constructed to he

disposed in outwardly and upwardly in-
elined planes when the said vertieal poriion
is positioned centralty of said slot and to be
in horizontal planes when the said vertical
portion is at either terminus of the slot, and
a receptacle sustained by said second men-
tioned bracket. :

3. In anapparatus of the class described,
the combination of a fixed bracket plate
fornted with @ slot, a support, a bracket hav-
ing a member extending through said slot
and resting upet said support, the slot being
formed with-shoulders &t its end, a guide
plate withm the slot fixed to the bracket
meniber which extends through the slot, said
vuide plate heing formed with a lateradly pro-
jecting detént adapted to engage said shoul-
der for preventing vibration of the bracket,
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the bracket being constructed to have its uﬁ—
per_edge lie in‘a horizontal plane when the
slot engaging member of the bracket is at one
.. terminus of the slot, ‘and a receptacle sup-
<5 ported by said bracket. . '
-4."In.an apparatus of

a support, a bracket having & member ex-
tending through the slot of said bracket
10 plate and resting upon said support, the
main ‘portion of said bracket extending at
such angularity with respect to the slot en-
gaging member as ‘to Ee disposed in up-
. .wardly and outwardly inclined planes when
1[5 the 'slot engaging member is intermediate
" the length of the slot, and a receptacle car-
ried by said bracket.
5. .I}Irx'an apparatus of the class described,
" the combination, of a slotted bracket plate,
20 & support, a bracket comprising a strap of
_angular material bent into bracket form and
“having oné member extending through the
- slot 0%_ said bracket platé, the second men-
. tioned bracket being disposed to extend in
25 upwardly and outwardly inclined planes
.~ when'the slot engaging member is inter-
mediate the length of the slot, a guiding
plate fixed to and surrounding said slot en-
rgaging member within the slot, and a re-
30 - ceptacle sustained by said bracket.
' 6. In an apparatus of the class described,
the combination, of a slotted bracket plate,
a support, a bracket having a member ex-
tending through said slot and resting upon
35-said support, a relatively thin flanged p%ate
- fixed to the slot engaging ‘member and ex-
tending within the slot and adapted to guide
the said member in its movement within the

slot, and a recegtacle sustained by said sec-

.40 ond mentioned bracket. L
- 7. Inan apparatus ofithe class deseribed,
- the combination of a slotted bracket plate, a
““support, a bracket having a member extend-
- ing through said sl6t résting upon said sup-
45 port, € relatively thin plate having an inter-
U mediate’ portion’stamped out and fixed to
~giid ¢lot engaging member, said slot engag-
ing member extending through the opening

" for guiding said slot en,

7 the class described,‘
the combination, of g slotted bracket plate,

)Produced by the stamped out portion, and | -

the said plate being disposed within the slot 50
: aging member in its
movement within the s%ot, and a receptacle
sustained by said bracket. o
8. In an apparatus of the class described, .
the combination; with a support, of a bracket 55
pivotally carried thereby and disposed at
such angularity thereto as to extend in out-
wardly upwardly inclined planes when pro-
jecting outwardly from said support, and a
receptacle slidingly carried by said bracket. 60
9. In an apparatus of the class described,
the combination, with a support, of a bracket
pivotally sustained thereby and having its
upper member spaced from the remaining

‘portions of the bracket, a:sleeve carried at 65

the outer end of the bracket, a sleeve mov-
ably engaging  the upper member of the
bracket, a bar fixed to said movable sleeve
and movably extending through the first -
mentioned sleeve, and a receptacle carried 70
by said bar. , S

10. In an apparatus of the class described,
the combination, with a bar, of a plate fixed
thereto and having an upstanding cylin-
drical portion, asecond mentioned plate rotas 75
tably mounted on the first plate and formed
with an upstanding sleeve surrounding the*
cylindrical portion of the. first mentioned
plate, and a receptacle sustained by the sec-
ond mentioned plate. : :

11. In an apparatus of the class described,
the combination with- a supporting bar, a
plate fixed thereto having an upstanding
cylindrical portion, a plate rotatably mount- -
ed upon the first mentioned plate and hav- 85
ing ‘an upstanding sleeve surrounding said
c¢ylindrical portion, retaining means extend-
ing through said sleeve for preventing dis-
placement of the sleeve, a plate connected

80

‘therewith, and a receptacle carried by the 90

second mentioned plate.
Intestimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. :

JAMES SMITH LANIER.
Witnesses: ' : :

JOEN L. FLETCHER,

Epear M. Krrcuin.




