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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that we, WALLACE PLACE and 

ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, of Cambridge, in the 
county of Middlesex, State of Massachusetts, 
have invented a certain new and useful Im. 
provement in Polishing-Machines, of which 
the following is a description sufficiently full, 
clear, and exact to enable any person skilled 
in the art or science to which our invention 
appertains to make and use the same, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
ing forming a part of this specification, in 
which 

Figure 1 is an isometrical perspective view. 
Our invention relates to that class of polish 

ing or burnishing machines which are em 
ployed in finishing the shanks and soles of 
boots and shoes; and consists in a novel con 
struction and arrangement of the parts, as 
hereinafter more fully set forth and claimed, 
by which a simpler, cheaper, and more effect 
ive device of this character is produced than 
is now in ordinary use. 
The nature and operation of our invention 

Will be readily obvious to all conversant with 
such matters from the following description: 

In the drawing, A A represent the end 
pieces or uprights of the machine, which are 
firmly connected by the rods B B and truss 
brace B. The uprights are each provided 
with two arms, dd, at a, in which are mounted 
the shafts C D. Horizontally journaled near 
the center of the uprights there is also a main 
shaft, F, provided with two small fixed pull 
leys, PP, a large fixed pulley, n, and the driv 
ing-pulley &. The shaft C is provided at either 
end with the large fixed pulleys a ac, one of 
which is connected, by the cross-belt H, to 
the pulley n, and the other, by the cross-belt 
I, to the pulley i on the shaft D. Projecting 
laterally from the body or frame of the ma 
chine there is a bracket, M, and disposed in 
this bracket is a horizontally journaled coun 
ter-shaft, N, connected, by the belt O, to one 
of the pulleys P on the shaft F. This coun 
ter-shaft is designed to be covered with felt 
or similar fibrous material, and the felt to be 
saturated with a proper liquid for striping or 

moistening the edges of the sole or shank of 
the shoe preparatory to polishing, and the 
liquid may contain a coloring-matter or not, 
as desired. Polishing-wheels L. m. are arranged 
on the shaft C, more especially intended for 
finishing and polishing or burnishing the 
Shank of the shoe. The shaft D also carries 
two polishing-wheels, lc k, provided with rab 
bets or shoulders J J designed for finishing 
the edge of the sole. 
In the use of our improved machine power 

is applied to the pulley 2 by means of the belt 
G, causing the belts IHO to run in the di 
rection indicated by the arrows, and the shafts 
CD N to revolve accordingly. The edge of 
the sole to be polished is then placed against 
the fibrous covering of the shaft N, but below 
the axial line of the shaft, and moved along 
in contact there with until properly moistened. 
The sole is then brought forcibly into contact 
with the wheel k, being so held and manipu 
lated in the rabbet J as to polish the edge 
and also a narrow strip of the bottom near 
the edge at one and the same operation. 
In polishing the shank of the shoe it may be 

moistened or colored by the same means and 
polished by the wheels m L. 
An additional shaft, N., may be arranged on 

the side of the machine nearest to the shaft C, 
if desired, for more conveniently moistening or 
coloring the work done on the wheels in L. 
Having thus explained our invention, what 

We claim is 
In a polishing-machine, substantially such 

as described, the shaft C, provided with the 
wheels L. m., the shaft D, provided with the 
wheels k k, having the rabbets J J, in combi 
nation with the counter-shaft N, provided with 
a fibrous covering, all constructed and arranged 
to operate substantially as set forth and speci 
fied. 
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