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MANS UNDERGARMENT 
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Filed July 25, 1963, Ser. No. 297,629 

3 Claims. (C. 128-159) 

This invention relates, in general, to a man's under 
garment. It relates, more specifically, to an undergar 
ment adapted to provide support for the wearer. 

Men's undergarments of the form referred to as brief 
type shorts as heretofore constructed are not designed 
for and are not capable of providing adjustability as to 
the degree of support. Undergarments of this type thus 
do not fulfill the functions of a supporter. It is often 
desired to have the advantages of a supporter but the 
garments currently available are not suitable for this 
purpose which necessitates the wearing of a supporter 
of the usual construction in addition to the shorts. This 
is undesirable as it requires the wearing of two garments 
or articles of wearing apparel and the supporters of cur 
rent construction do not include means of adjustment for 
accommodation of instances where lesser degrees of sup 
port are desired. 

It is, therefore, the primary object of this invention to 
provide a man's undergarment as an article of wearing 
apparel which also serves as a supporter. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a man's 
undergarment as an article of wearing apparel having a 
pouch portion adjustably fastened to the waistband there 
of to serve as a supporter. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
man's undergarment as an article of wearing apparel 
having a pouch portion adapted to serve as a supporter 
and which is adjustably suspended from the waistband of 
the garment to which it is releasably attached by a self 
sealing adhesive readily permitting infinite adjustment for 
obtaining the desired degree of support. 

It is also an object of this invention to provide a 
man's undergarment as an article of wearing apparel hav 
ing a pouch portion adapted to serve as a supporter and 
is comfortable to wear and which is economical to manu 
facture. 

These and other objects and advantages of this inven 
tion will be readily apparent from the following detailed 
description of an embodiment thereof and the accompany 
ing drawings. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view of a man's under 

garment constructed in accordance with the present in 
Wention. 
FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view of the under 

garment. 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of the undergarment. 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of the undergarment 

with the pouch portion thereof unsupported. 
FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of the undergarment 

similar to FIGURE 3 but with the pouch portion adjusted 
to provide a lesser degree of support. 

Having reference to the drawings, an undergarment 
constructed in accordance with this invention is illus 
trated and comprises a tubular body having front and 
back parts designated by the numerals 10 and 11, re 
spectively. The garment is preferably fabricated from a 
knit fabric of a type well known in the manufacture 
of men's undergarments with the front and back parts 
10 and 11 being joined together at each of their re 
spective sides. A waistband 12 is affixed to the upper 
edges of the front and back parts 10 and 11 for en 
gaging the wearer's waist and maintaining the garment 
in position. In the present embodiment, the waistband 
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12 is fabricated from a non-elastic material formed as 
an elongated fabric tape or webbing which is sewn to 
the body substantially around the upper edges of the re 
spective front and back parts. 
A side opening is formed in the body at the juncture 

of the front and back parts 10 and 11 to facilitate the 
wearer's donning of the garment and subsequent removal, 
and to provide a convenient means for varying the size 
of the waistband. The side opening is formed by severing 
the front and back parts 10 and 11 along a vertical line 
for a distance extending below the upper edges thereof. 
A binding or tape 13 is sewn around the marginal edges 
of the respective parts, forming a slit which opens at the 
waistband. The waistband 12 is also severed at the side 
opening and is provided with a suitable fastening means 
for detachably securing the ends together. 
A self-sealing adhesive-type fastening means is illus 

trated in the drawings (see FIG. 4) although it is to be 
understood that other well-known types of fastening 
means may also be utilized. The self-sealing adhesive 
consists of two cooperative members 14 and 15, which 
are of elongated tape form and sewn to respective marginal 
ends of the waistband 12. One member 14 is of elongated 
tape form which is attached at one end to the waistband 
and is adapted to overlap the other member 15. Mem 
ber 14 is formed with a fleecy fiber surface portion and 
the other member 15 is provided with a multiplicity of 
barbs or burrs on an opposed surface. By pressing the 
members together, the barbed surface of member 15 will 
sealingly engage the fleecy fiber surface of member 14 
and thereby prevent relative shearing movement of the 
members. This type of fastening means thus readily 
permits adjustment of the waistband 12 to the desired 
size. Disengaging of the fastening means to facilitate 
removal of the garment or further adjustment of the waist 
band is readily accomplished by laterally separating the 
members 14 and 15 since little resistance is encountered 
in this direction. As the garment is worn, the forces ex 
erted on the fastening means are directed longitudinally 
of the waistband consisting principally of shearing forces 
which will not readily separate the members 14 and 15. 

Without departing from the scope of the invention, 
the waistband 12 may be fabricated from an elastic 
material. Utilizing an elastic material would eliminate 
the necessity for a side opening such as has been de 
scribed. The elastic waistband would permit the garment 
to be donned or removed with little difficulty by simply 
expanding or contracting as may be necessary and would 
accommodate varied waist sizes. Obvious modifications 
required for utilization of an elastic material would be 
to omit the side opening slit and the fastening means and 
to make the waistband continuous. 

In accordance with this invention, a pouch portion 16 
is provided which is of novel construction to permit ad 
justment thereof to obtain the desired support. The 
pouch portion 16 is also preferably fabricated from a 
knitted fabric and may be integrally formed with the back 
part 1 or otherwise joined thereto along the lower edge 
thereof. The pouch portion 16 is also joined to the front 
part 10 along the lower edge thereof and thus separates 
the front and back parts 10 and 11 at their lower edges, 
forming two leg openings. Each leg opening is provided 
with a binding tape 17 which is sewn to the lower edges 
of the front and back parts 10 and 11 and the marginal 
edge of the interconnecting pouch portion 16. The tape 
17 reinforces the marginal edges of the leg openings and 
serves to join the pouch portion 6 to the front part 10. 
As is best shown in FIG. 4, the pouch portion 16 is only 
joined to the front part 10 by the tape bound marginal 
edges. The junctures of the opposite marginal edges of 
the pouch portion 16 with the lower edge of the front 
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part 10 are spaced apart with the junctures being on op 
posite sides of the center of the front part and an access 
opening is thus formed between the lower edge of the 
front part and the pouch portion. A binding 18 is also 
sewn to the lower edge of the front part 10 intermediate 
the points of attachment of the pouch portion 6 for 
reinforcement of the knitted fabric. The intermediate 
Section of the lower edge and binding 18 are arcuately 
curved upwardly as shown in FIG. 4 to increase the area 
of the access opening. 
The pouch portion 16 is formed with an elongated free 

end member 19 which is adapted to extend upwardly to 
ward the waistband 12. The free end member 19 may 
be integrally formed with the pouch portion and com 
prise an extension thereof. A binding tape 20 is also 
Sewn to the marginal edges of the pouch portion 16 and 
the free end member 19. Preferably, the marginal edges 
of the pouch portion and free end member are convergent 
in an upward direction to provide a single point of sus 
pension for the pouch portion. 

Attached to the marginal end of the free end member 
19 is an elongated tape or webbing 21 which forms an 
extension thereof. The tape 21 forms one member of a 
pouch-fastening means utilized in detachably securing the 
free end member 19 to the waistband 12 and thus sup 
porting the pouch portion 16. In the present embodi 
ment, the waistband 12 is not sewn to the upper edge of 
the front part 10 along a portion thereof adjacent the 
center, thus forming a slit S through which the tape 21 
may project. The free end member 19 and the tape 21 
eXtend upwardly over the exterior surface of the front 
part 10 and the tape 21 will continue upwardly adjacent 
the interior surface of the waistband 12. A binding 22 
may also be sewn to the marginal upper edge of the front 
part 10 adjacent the slit S for reinforcing of the fabric. 
The tape 21 forming a member of the fastening means is 
of a length adequate to be looped or folded over the 
Waistband 12 with the end projecting downwardly as in 
F.G. 3. 
The fastening means is also preferably of the self-seal 

ing adhesive type which permits infinite adjustment of 
the pouch portion 16. The tape 21, which forms one 
member of the fastening means, may thus be provided 
with a multiplicity of barbs on one surface thereof. In 
this instance, the barbed surface is disposed adjacent the 
Waistband 12. A second member of the fastening means 
consists of an elongated strip 23 having a fleecy, fiber sur 
face which is sewn to the waistband 12 at the outwardly 
facing surface thereof. The pouch portion 16 may thus 
be secured to and supported from the waistband 12 by 
pressing the members of the fastening means into sealing 
engagement. When thus pressed into sealing engage 
ment, the tape 21 folded over the waistband 12 is retained 
in position as the shearing forces are resisted by the fas 
tening means. Folding the tape 21 over the waistband 12 
is of particular advantage in preventing inadvertent sepa 
ration of the two members of the fastening means. The 
members may be readily disengaged by laterally sepa 
rating the members; however, such movement is not in 
advertently possible since the tape 21 extends behind the 
waistband 12. 
An additional pair of tapes or bindings 24 are sewn to 

the front part 10 to limit the vertical spacing of the lower 
edge thereof relative to the upper edge and waistband 12. 
Each tape 24 extends substantially vertically between the 
waistband 12 and the binding tape 17 around the respec 
tive leg opening. The tapes 24 are also sewn to the waist 
band 12 and to the bindings 17 at the juncture thereof 
with the pouch portion 16. 
A retaining strap 25 is provided across the front part 

10 to maintain the free end member 19 in association with 
the surface of the front part. The retaining strap 25 is 
formed from an elongated web of fabric which is hori 
Zontally disposed across the front part 10 with the free 
end member 19 slidably disposed therebetween. Each 
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4. 
end of the strap 25 is secured to one of the vertical tapes 
24 and is adapted to lie flat relative to the surface of the 
front part 0. The strap 25 is spaced a distance up 
wardly from the lower edges of the front part so as to 
extend substantially tangential to the arcuate edge of the 
access opening as defined by the binding 18. 

In donning the garment, the wearer initially disengages 
the side opening, as shown in FIG. 4, and, if desired, 
similarly disengages the pouch portion fastening means 
consisting of the tape 2A and the cooperative loose fiber 
Strip 23. The waistband 2 is then reconnected, after 
donning the garment, by pressing member 14 into Seal 
ing engagement with the cooperative member 15 at the 
point where the waistband 12 will be of the correct size. 
At this time the free end member 19 and its tape 2 are 
threaded upwardly between the strap 25 and the front 
part 10 and through the slit S formed at the juncture of 
the waistband 12 and the upper edge binding 22 of the 
front part. The tape 21 and free end members 19 are 
drawn upwardly until the pouch portion 16 provides the 
desired degree of support and the terminal end of the 
tape is folded downwardly over the waistband 12, as 
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. After being folded down, the 
tape 21 is pressed into sealing engagement with the loose 
fiber strip 23 and thus 'suspends the pouch portion 6 from 
the waistband. 
FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 illustrate the pouch portion 16 as it 

is supported in one position. By adjusting the fastening 
means, the degree of support obtainable may be accord 
ingly adjusted. Assuming that the adjustment in FIGS. 1, 
2, and 3 provides the maximum support, other adjust 
ments may be made as is illustrated in FIG. 5. In FIG. 5, 
the pouch portion has been lowered to substantially re 
duce the tension on the fabric thereof and thus provides 
less support. 

It is readily apparent that the man's undergarment of 
this invention is also capable of adequately serving as a 
Supporter. The pouch portion is readily adjustable to 
provide the desired degree of support. The garment is 
easily adjusted to fit the wearer and is economical to 
manufacture. 
According to the provisions of the patent statutes, the 

principles of this invention have been explained and have 
been illustrated and described in what is now considered 
to represent the best embodiment. However, it is to be 
understood that, within the scope of the appended claims, 
the invention may be practiced otherwise than as spe 
cifically illustrated and described. 

Having thus described this invention, what is claimed 
1S: 

1. A man's undergarment comprising a front part and 
a back part fabricated from a yieldable fabric joined to 
gether along their side edges, a waistband affixed to the 
upper edge of said front and back parts, a pouch portion 
joined to and separating said front and back parts at their 
lower edges to form two leg openings therewith, said 
pouch portion being joined only at the marginal edges 
thereof to the lower edge of said front part with the 
marginal edges being relatively spaced therealong and 
forming an access opening between the adjacent surfaces 
of Said front part and said pouch portion and including 
an elongated free end member formed therewith and 
adapted to extend upwardly toward said waistband, a 
pair of reinforcing tapes disposed substantially vertically 
relative to said front part with one end of each tape at 
tached to the lower edge of said front part and the other 
end being attached to said waistband, said tapes being 
disposed at opposite sides of said access opening to limit 
the spacing between said waistband and the lower edge 
of Said front part, and fastening means carried by said 
waistband and the free end member of said pouch por 
tion cooperatively engageable for adjustably supporting 
said pouch portion from said waistband. 

2. A man's undergarment according to claim 1 wherein 
Said waistband is only partially affixed to said front part 
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forming an elongated slit between said waistband and the 
upper edge of said front part at substantially the center 
thereof, and wherein said fastening means comprises a 
self-sealing adhesive including a first member carried by 
said waistband on the exterior surface thereof and a sec 
ond member of elongated tape form attached to the up 
wardly extending free end member of said pouch por 
tion and being extendable upwardly through said slit and 
foldable downwardly over said waistband adjacent the 
exterior surface thereof, said first and second members 
adapted to be pressed into sealed engagement. 

3. A man's undergarment comprising a front part and 
a back part joined together along their side edges, a waist 
band affixed to the upper edge of said back part and at 
least a portion of the upper edge of said front part form 
ing an elongated slit between said waistband and the 
upper edge of said front part at substantially the center 
thereof, a pouch portion joined to and separating said 
front and back parts at their lower edges to form two 
leg openings therewith, said pouch portion being joined 
only at the marginal edges thereof to the lower edge of 
said front part with the marginal edges being relatively 
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spaced therealong and forming an access opening between 
the adjacent surfaces of said front part and said pouch 
portion and having an elongated free end member adapted 
to extend upwardly toward said waistband, and fastening 
means carried by said waistband and the free end mem 
ber of said pouch portion cooperatively engageable for 
adjustably supporting said pouch portion from said waist 
band, said fastening means comprising a self-sealing ad 
hesive including a first member carried by said waist 
band on the exterior surface thereof and a second mem 
ber of elongated tape-form attached to the upwardly 
extending, free-end-member and being extendable through 
said slit so as to be adapted to be pressed into sealed en 
gagement with said first member when folded downward 
ly over said waistband. 
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