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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JACOB J. GOLDMAN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city of St. Louis, State of Missouri, have in 
Vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Devices for Detaching Buttons, of which 
the following is a full, clear, and exact de 
Scription. 
My invention relates to devices to be used 

in detaching buttons, particularly from shoes, 
and has for its object a simple, inexpensive 
device, easily and conveniently operated, and 
adapted to collect the buttons as detached. 

It consists in the adaptation of a pair of 
pliers with side cutters to the requirements 
of such a device and in attaching a pocket to 
the rear side of the jaws of the pliers to re 
ceive the buttons when detached. 

In the accompanying drawings, in which 
like numbers of reference denote like parts 
in the Several views, Figure 1 is a side eleva 
tion of a pair of pliers, with my improved 
details incorporated therein. Fig. 2 is an 
edge elevation of the same. Fig. 3 is a sec 
tional view, taken on the line 3-3 in Fig. 
2; and Fig. 4 is a detail view of a modifica 
tion of the form of the detachable cutting 
blades. 
The principal feature of my invention is in 

the special form of the operative edge given 
to the detachable cutter of the blades and in 
off-setting the sides of the pliers to which the 
Cutters are attached, so that the same can be 
conveniently used in detaching buttons from 
a flat surface. 
As shown in Fig. 1, the cutters 1 and 2 are 

detachably secured to the sides of the noses 
3 of the pliers, which are hinged at 4 and auto 
matically opened by the flat spring 6 acting 
on the handles 5. 
As shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the nose end of 

the pliers is made comparatively thicker than 
the body or handle part of the same, forming 
an offset portion extending some little dis 
tance from the side surface of the pliers. It 
is to this projecting surface of the noses 3 that 
the cutters 1 and 2 are secured, in order that, 
When the detacher, as a whole, is used, as 
might sometimes be required, to detach but 
tons from a flat surface, there will be room 
for the hand of the operator. The interior 
surfaces of the noses 3 are hollowed out, form 

ing a conical-shaped opening 8 between them, 
as shown in Fig. 3. This is to allow for plenty 
of room for the heads of the buttons, and to 
present an inclined surface for the buttons to 
roll down when detached. 
As shown in Fig. 1, the operative edges of 

the cutters 1 and 2, that is, the edges that 
come together, are formed V-shaped, and only 
the bottom of the V formed with a cutting 
edge in each case. The contiguous surfaces 
of the blades 1 and 2 are flat, and the oper 
ative edges of both are inclined or wedge 
shaped at all parts not designed to cut, being 
rounded off. The extending corner of the 
blades, which form the V-shaped edge, next 
to the joint is preferably made somewhat 
longer than the outer corner-sufficiently long 
that, when the pliers are opened to their full 
est extent, that part of the cutters is not sep 
arated, forming practically a V-shaped open 
ing between them, open toward the extending 
ends of the noses 3. The practical object of 
forming the operative edge of the cutters in 
this manner, is to, when the detachers are 
applied to a button, detach it, the fastening 
material of the button will be pushed to the 
bottom of the V shaped opening in the edges, 
where the same is cut and not before, thus 
rendering it almost impossible, in the use of 
the pliers, to cut any of the material to which 
the buttons are attached, at the same time, 
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stretching the thread by which the button is . 
secured prior to its being cut. The object in 
so forming the rear edge of the cutters that 
they remain closed, is that, when the pliers are 
applied to a fastened button, to detach it, the 
button will be entered in the open space be 
tween the blades 1 and 2 and cannot be passed, 
but will be included in the bight of the pliers. 
As shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, I have at 

tached to the rear side of one of the noses 3 
a pocket 7, in which the buttons are received 
as they are cut off. In this manner, the but 
tons are conveniently collected while cutting 
off a number, and then the whole number 
emptied into any convenient receptacle. 
The form of cutters shown in Fig. 1, is 

suitable when the buttons are secured by 
thread or a closed wire fastening. When, 
however, the fastening is a staple, with the 
two legs of the same left in a comparatively 
relatively removed position, the form of the 
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cutting edges of the blades should be formed 
comparatively longer, and, preferably, circu 
lar-shaped, as shown at 9 in the blade 1 in 
Fig. 4. The general shape of the operative 
edge is the same as in 1 and 2, and the result 
ant effect would be the same, cutting off both 
legs of the staple at the same time. 

I claim 
1. In a button-detacher, the combination 

with a pair of side-cutting pliers, of a pocket 
Secured to the reverse side of one of the noses 
of the pliers, substantially as and for the pur 
poses described. 

2. In a button-detacher, the combination 
with a pair of side-cutting pliers, of a pocket 
Secured to the reverse side of one of the noses 
of the pliers, the operative edges of the cut 
ter-blades being V-shaped, and sharpened only 
near the apices of the V-shaped openings, 
whereby the fastening material of the button 
is forced to the bottom of the V-shaped open 
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ing before it is cut, substantially as and for 
the purposes specified. 

3. In a button-detacher, the combination 
with a pair of side-cutting pliers, of a pocket 
secured to the reverse side of one of the noses 
of the pliers, the jaws of the said pliers being 
formed in their opposing faces with a recess 
extending laterally from the cutter-blades to 
the said pocket, whereby a convenient race 
or channel-way is provided to direct the de 
tached button from the cutter-blades to the 
pocket, substantially as and for the purposes 
specified. 

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig 
nature, in presence of two witnesses, this 18th 
day of June, 1892. 

JACOB J. GOLDMAN. 
Witnesses: 

ALBERT H. ENGEL, 
A. RAMEL. 
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