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? the corresponding Wedge-shaped surfaces of 
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" with relation to the catches, and into which 

| spring pressure of the catches is greater than { 

m:uy" be eimployed. In the side piece...? 
spring-pressed catches ?* are arranged at diff 
ferent levels, and their locking surfaces are 
beveled in both directions. The correspond 
ing side edge of the panels (a is formed with 
a series of recesses & which are staggered 
the catches ?' can snap - alternately. The ! 
the preponderaince of the counterweights so 
that the panels a can be fixed in any desired 
position "" in being drawn || down. . On the ! 
'other hand the catches owing to their bew 
eled locking surfaces Will wiéld to the pres 
sure of the panels' when these are mowed by 
hand. They can therefore be pushed by 
hand up and down at Will. In the side 
pieces |¢ there is also guided vertically a rod ! 
# which is provided on the level 'of the { 
g:atches ?” With shoulders #* that are formed 
with wedge-shaped Surfaces against which 
the catches ?* are adapted to bear. The rod # 
may in the Same manner as hereinbefore de 
scribed be mowed upWard by means of a 
handle ?). In this mowement, the shoulders é” 
push back the catches ? and the panels (t 
are released and can mOwe up... 
A further development of the locking de 

wice · according to~FigS. 6 and 'f consists in 
the use of elastic bodies (such as flat springs) 
as fixing dewices for the panels, So that the 
panels are held solely ' by friction in their 
various positions when '' drawn down. This 
arrangement has the advantage that it WorkS 
quite noiselessly, while the panels are free 
t() mowe in either direction at Will. 

.In order to fix the panels in opposition to 
the action ' of the counterWeightS, in ewery 
position to which they may be drawn down, 
flat Springs ?? are prOwided in the guiding 
grOOwes and arranged to bear with their con 
wex surfaces against, the side edges of the 
panels when these are drawn down, and | 
thus fix the panels in position. The strength 
or preSSure and the number of the Springs | 
must be such as to allow the panels to be 
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muowed by hand in both, directions without 
much trouble. The springs at are held by 
means of guide pinS |¢¢? in the sides 0 of the 
frame. The drawing back of the springs at ? 
for the purpose of releasing the panels is 
effected by means of ?r^late ?) which serves 
as a lever for each spring, aux''' 3xtends ower 
all the guides 0. Thisplate is arranged on 
a shaft ?)° mounted in the frame and engages 
behind stops ?¢° of the pinS ?¢”. On the Shaft 
?’ there is mounted on one or both sides of 
the frame, a lever ap, to which is connected 
a rod ?¢”, that is connected at its lower end 
to a treadle a. By operating the pedal all 
the springs are moved back, and any panels 
that happen to be drawn down, are geturned automatically into their initial positions. 

It is further obvious that any desired 
number of panels a may be arranged in one 
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and the same frame, and that all the panels . 
or their locking dewices may be released by 
means of the same handle. 

I claim : ~ 
. 1. A dewice of the character described, 

comprising a frame, a plurality of panels 
slidably mounted therein, means for hold 
ing the panels in any desired position, means 

! for simultaneously releaSing all of the hold 
ing means, and means for automatically re 
turning the panels to their initial pOSitions 
when they are released. 

2. A device of the character described, 
comprising a frame, a plurality of panels 
slidably mounted therein, retractable means 
for holding the panels in any desired poSi 
tion, means for simultaneously retracting 
all of said holding means, and meanS for 
automatically returning said panels to_their 
initial positions when they are released. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing 

as my invention, I have signed my name in 
presence of two subscribing WitneSSeS. 

HEINRICH WOERNLE. 
Witnesses: 

H'RuEDRICH WoERNILE, 
WALTER C. KNOI.T. 

70 

75 

80 

85 


