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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box I.2

Claims Nos.: 14-20

Although ciaims 1, 14, 1b, 17 and 19 have been drafted as separate
independent claims, they appear to relate effectively to the same
subject-matter and to differ from each other only with regard to the
definition of the subject-matter for which protection is sought and in
respect of the terminology used for the features of that subject-matter.
The aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness. Moreover, lack of
clarity of the claims as a whole arises, since the plurality of
independent claims makes it difficult, if not impossible, to determine
the matter for which protection is sought, and places an undue burden on
others seeking to establish the extent of the protection.

Hence, claims 1, 14, 15, 17, and 19 do not meet the requirements of
Article & PCT.

Moreover, independent claims 15, 17, and 19 are unclear because they
attempt to define their subject-matter by reference to the features of a
second entity which is not part of the claim. Although directed to a
radiation sensitive composition, these claims define not the composition
per se, but some specific physical properties of a cured object
obtainable from the claimed radiation sensitive composition (see the PCT
Guidelines, Section IV, III-4.8a).

Claims 15 and 19 also do not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT 1n
that they attempt to define the subject-matter in terms of a result to be
achieved which merely amounts to a statement of the underlying problem,
The technical features necessary for achieving this result should be
added.

A lack of clarity and conciseness within the meaning of Article 6 PCT
arises to such an extent as to render a meaningful search of the claims
impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts
of the application which do appear to be clear and concise, namely:

- the radiation sensitive composition of claims 1-13, and

- the process of claims 21-23, restricted to the use of a radiation
sensitive composition as defined in claims 1-13.

Claims 14~20 have not been searched.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EFO palicy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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