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This invention relates to garment bags usually 
constructed of flexible materials and employing 
a separable fastener closure controlling the flap 
opening of the bag to give access thereto in in 
sertion and removal of garments. More particu 
larly, the invention deals with a device or attach 
ment for bags of this kind for automatically mov 
ing the closure flap or door portion of the bag 
into open position in the operation of moving 
the separable fastener into open position. 
The novel features of the invention will be best 

understood from the following description, when 
taken together with the accompanying drawing, 
in which certain embodiments of the invention 
are disclosed and, in which, the separate parts 
are designated by Suitable reference characters 
in each of the views and, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a garment bag 
showing the door or closure flap in closed posi 
tion in full lines and indicating the same in a 
partially opened position in dot-dash lines. 
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Fig. 2 is an enlarged section on the line 2-2 . 
of Fig. 1 showing only the framework of the bag. 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 1 showing parts 
in a different position; and 

Fig. 4 is a view looking in the direction of the 
arrow 4 of Fig. 2. 

In Fig. 1 of the drawing, I have indicated at 
0 a flexible garment bag having suitable hanger 
means opening through the upper end thereof 
and extending from a garment hanging bar 2 
disposed within and extending between the side 
Walls of the bag. One narrow side Wall 3 of the 
bag has, adjacent one edge thereof, a closure 
separable fastener 4, the lower portion of which 
curves, as seen at 5, to the opposed side edge, 
so that the flap or door 6 can be moved into an 
opened position to give access to the interior of 
the bag. 
The upper edge portion of the door or closure 

flap 6, in the construction shown, is also pref 
erably secured by a separable fastener, as indi 
cated at 7, the fastener closing from left to 
right and opening from right to left, as seen in 
Fig. 1. The sliders of the fasteners f4 and T, 
as well as the corner portion 8 of the door or 
flap f6, are preferably housed within a flexible 
and liftable corner flap 9, as clearly indicated 
in Fig.1. 
The upper portion of the bag to has a border 

ing rectangular frame 20 which is shown in Fig. 
2 of the drawing. Attached to this frame, at the 
corner portion 2 of the bag, note Fig. i., is a tri 
angular casing 22 having side wall portions 
wrapped around the frame, as indicated at 23 
and 24. 
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3 Claims. (Cl. 206-7) 2 
Pivotally supported in the casing, as seen at 

25, is a throw-plate 26 having an arm 27 secured 
thereto, the arm 27 having a short end 28 fixed 
in a curled portion 29 of the plate 26, the arm 
27 proper being offset from the short portion 28 
by a perpendicular portion 30, as clearly seen 
in Fig. 4 of the drawing. The outer and long 
portion of the arm 27 is adapted to be stitched 
or otherwise secured to the upper edge portion 
of the door or closure flap 6 in the manner in 
dicated in Fig. 1 of the dra Wing. 
The throw-plate 26 has an offset apertured 

member 3, with which one end of a Spring 32 
is coupled. The other end of the Spring is Se 
cured to a corresponding member 33 on the cas 
ing 22. Normally, the spring and throw-plate 
are in the position seen in Fig. 2, that is to say, 
with the arm 27 supporting the flap or door 6 
in closed position. However, upon moving the 
slide fastener f into open position, thus free 
ing the upper edge of the door or flap 6, the 
instant the separable fastener f4 is started to 
move into its open position, the corner 8 will 
be released and is urged outwardly to a slight ex 
tent, by the natural pull on the slider of the Sepa 
rable fastener, which automatically moves the 
member 3 of the throw-plate 26 into an off 
centered position. The instant that this offset 
position of the plate 26 occurs, the spring 32 will 
then automatically operate to Swing the door or 
flap 6 into the open position by swinging the 
arm 27 outwardly in the position illustrated in 
Fig. 3. 
The operation of closing the separable fastener 

f4 will automatically operate to Swing the arm. 
27 inwardly until the same reaches the dead cen 
ter or locked position, shown in Fig. 2 of the 
drawing. 
The plate 34 is provided on the casing, which 

may act as a stop to check movement of the arm 
27 into closed position. However, the door or flap 
f6 itself will check this movement when the de 
vice is in use. 
Having fully described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Tetters 
Patent is: 

1. A supporting frame and door operating unit 
for a garment bag, said unit comprising a rec 
tangular rod frame, one corner portion of the 
frame having a substantially triangular casing 
fixed thereto, a plate pivoted to the casing adja 
cent the center thereof, an arm fixed to the plate 
and adapted to be positioned longitudinally of 
one side of the frame and One side of Said casing, 
a spring for actuating said plate and arm, said 
spring being fixed to one corner of said casing 
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and normally extending across the pivotal por 
tion of said plate and fixed to one edge thereof, 
the normal position of the spring Supporting the 
plate in an off-dead-center position with the arm 
longitudinally of one side of the frame, and said 
Spring being adapted to swing the arm to a posi 
tion substantially at right angles to said side of 
the frame, when the plate is released from its 
first named position. 

2. In garment bags of the character described, 
a rectangular frame supporting top and side Walls 
of a garment bag, a casing mounted in One cor 
ner portion of said frame and arranged on the 
inner surface of said top Wall, a throw plate piv 
otally Supported on the casing, a Spring coupled 
with said plate and the casing at positions dis 
posing said spring slightly beyond dead-center 
position with respect to the pivot of said plate in 
the normal position of said plate, an elongated 
arm fixed to and extending from said plate, one 
side wall of the bag having an opening extending 
downwardly from a free edge of the top wall, a 
flap for closing said opening, said arm being fixed 
to and extending along the upper edge of said flap 
in said normal position of the throw plate, and 
means independent of said arm and plate for in 
parting a slight movement to the arm, in a direc 
tion to open the flap, to move the throw plate 
from dead-center position maintained by said 
spring, allowing the Spring to swing Said arm. 
and flap automatically into a position substan 
tially at right angles to the closed position of the 
flap and normal position of said arm. 

3. In gainent bags of the character described, 
a rectangular frame supporting top and side Walls 
of a garment bag, a casing mounted in One corner 
portion of said frame and arranged on the inner 
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4. 
surface of said top wall, a throw plate pivotally 
supported on the casing, a spring coupled with 
said plate and the casing at positions disposing 
said spring slightly beyond dead-center position 
with respect to the pivot of said plate in the nor 
mal position of said plate, an elongated arm fixed 
to and extending from said plate, one side Wall 
of the bag having an opening extending down 
Wardly from a free edge of the top wall, a flap 
for closing said opening, said arm being fixed to 
and extending along the upper edge of said flap 
in said normal position of the throw plate, means 
independent of said arm and plate for imparting 
a slight movement to the arm, in a direction to 
open the flap, to move the throw plate from dead 
center position maintained by said spring, allow 
ing the spring to swing said arm and flap auto 
matically into a position substantially at right 
angles to the closed position of the flap and nor 
mal position of said arm, two closure means for 
said flap, and one of said means being at the up 
per edge of the flap. 

SAU. H. MARKS. 
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