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1. 

3,256,974 
FOUR PIECE HAT BOX 

Arthur J. Weiss, Bergenfield, N.J., assignor to Continental 
Can Company, Inc., New York, N.Y., a corporation 
of New York 

Filed Sept. 11, 1963, Ser. No. 308,177 
2 Claims. (C. 206-9) 

This invention relates to a new and novel hat box and 
more particularly to a hat box for holding a plurality. 

... of hats in stacked relation. 
It is old and well known to provide various types of 

boxes for the storage and shipment of hats. Many of the 
previously known types of hat boxes are adapted to en 
close more than one half. Some boxes have simply 
been made large enough so that hats may be stacked 
therein one upon another, while other types of hat boxes 
have included various trays or dividers to maintain a plu 
rality of hats in spaced relation. Many of these previ 
ously known hat boxes were undesirable in that the hats 
contained therein could shift position and rub against 
each other or against the box itself. In addition, the 
brims of the hats were placed in flush contact with the 
tray or divider to support the weight of the hat and, 
consequently, the slight curl placed therein by the manu 
facturer was subject to being removed such that the 
brims lost their desired shapes. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a hat box 
having a plurality of separators for holding a plurality 
of hats in stacked relation in such a manner as to avoid 
the objectionable features of previously known hat boxes. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a hat 

box including bottom and upstanding side walls, and a 
plurality of separators disposed in stacked relation within 
the box, each of the separators including a tray portion 
and a depending skirt, the skirt on the lowermost one of 
the separators resting on the bottom wall and supporting 
the tray portion of the lowermost separator in spaced 
relation to the bottom wall, the tray portion of the low 
ermost separator supporting a second one of the plurality 
of separators with the tray portion of the second sepa 
rator being spaced from the tray portion of the lower 
most separator, and providing means on the lowermost 
separator for maintaining the second separator in posi 
tion above the lowermost separator. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a hat 

box including bottom and upstanding walls, a separator 
disposed within the box, the separator including a tray 
portion and a depending skirt, the skirt resting on the 
bottom wall and supporting the tray portion in spaced 
relation thereto, the bottom wall comprising a plurality 
of closure flaps, including interlocked inner flaps and 
outer flaps, the skirt bearing upon the inner flaps to hold 
the inner and outer flaps in interlocked relation. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a plu 

rality of support or separator members adapted to be 
disposed in stacked relation, each of the separators com 
prising a tray portion and a depending skirt, a first one 
of the separators being provided with restraining tab 
means which extend upwardly above the tray portion 
thereof, the skirt of a second one of the plurality of sepa 
Tators being adapted to engage the tray portion of the 
first separator inwardly from the restraining tab means, 
the restraining tab means preventing the skirt of the 
second separator from passing below the tray portion 
of the first separator when the plurality of separators 
are disposed in stacked relation. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a sup 

port or separator member which includes a tray portion 
and a depending skirt, the tray portion having a central 
opening therein such that the crown of a hat may be 
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passed therethrough, and the tray portion is provided 
with upstanding support tabs adjacent to the central open 
ing, which support tabs extend upwardly from the tray 
portion and are engageable with a brim of a hat so as 
to hold the brim from flush contact with the tray portion. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a hat 

box having a plurality of separators wherein lower ones 
of the separators have restraining tabs which are struck 
from the skirt of the separator, and the restraining tabs 
are hingedly connected to and extend upwardly and out 
wardly from the tray portion and into engagement with 
an adjacent side wall such that the restraining tabs pre 
vent the skirt of an upper separator from passing below 
the tray portion of the lower separators when the plural 
ity of separators are disposed in stacked relation. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a hat 

box having four upstanding side walls which are con 
nected along vertical edges thereof to form a rectangle in 
horizontal section, one parallel pair of the walls being 
longer than the other parallel pair of walls, whereby the 
rectangle is oblong, and providing the hat box with a plu 
rality of separators which are comprised of an oblong 
rectangular tray portion and a depending skirt portion, 
each tray portion having an opening therethrough for 
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passage of a hat crown, the oblong tray portions being 
receivable within the upstanding wais such that the 
openings are disposed in vertical alignment with each 
other. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a plu 

rality of support or separator members for holding a 
plurality of hats in stacked relation, each of the separa 
tors including a tray portion and a depending skirt, the 
skirt of the lowermost support or separator member hav 
ing a greater depth than the skirt on an upper one of the 
Support or Separator members such that a hat which is 
Supported on the upper member is partially telescoped 
within the crown of a hat which is supported on the low 
ermost Support or separator member, and the crown of 
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the lowermost hat is held in spaced relation above the 
bottom of the lowermost skirt. 
With the above and other objects in view that will 

hereinafter appear, the nature of the invention will be 
more clearly understood by reference to the following 
detailed description, the appended claimed subject mat 
ter and the several views illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a hat box con 

structed in accordance with this invention, having portions 
broken away to reveal a plurality of support or separator 
members disposed within the hat box, and also shows a 
dust cover or lid for use therewith. 
FIGURE 2 is a vertical sectional view, taken on 

line 2-2 of FIGURE 1, and shows restraining tab means 
struck from a lower separator member for preventing 
upper separator members from slipping down below the 
tray portion thereof. 
FIGURE 3 is a plan view of the underside of the hat 

box and illustrates the closure flaps in interlocked relation. 
FIGURE 4 is a horizontal sectional view, taken on line 

4-4 of FIGURE 2, and illustrates the closure flaps in 
interlocked relation. 
FIGURE 5 is a plan view of the hat box which is 

illustrated in FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 6 is a plan view of a blank which is used to 

construct the novel hat box. - 
FIGURE 7 is a plan view of the blank of FIGURE 6, 

and illustrates the blank in a partially folded condition. 
FIGURE 8 is a plan view of the blank which is used 

to construct one of the support or separator members. 
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Referring to the drawings in detail, there is illustrated 
in FIGURE 1 a new and novel hat box, generally in 
dicated by the numeral 10, and a conventional dust cover 
or lid 11 having a top wall 12 and depending flange 
13. The box. 10 is provided with a plurality of support 
or separator members 14, 15 and 16, respectively, which 
are nestled within the box. 10 in stacked relation. 

Illustrated in FIGURE 6 is a blank, generally indi 
cated by the numeral 20, from which the hat box. 10 is 
constructed. The blank 20 includes a large rectangular 
portion which is divided by transverse fold lines 21 so 
as to provide a plurality of side wall panels 22, 23, 24 
and 25. A glue tab 26 is provided at one end of the 
blank 20 and is adapted to be adhesively secured to a 
glued area 27 at the other end of the blank 20. The side 
wall panels 22 and 24 have inner closure flaps 28 and 29, 
respectively, integrally attached thereto along a longi 
tudinally extending fold line 30. A pair of outer closure 
flaps 31 and 32 are attached along the fold line 30 to the 
side wall panels 23 and 25, respectively. 
The inner closure flap 28 has a first edge 33 and a 

second edge 34, each of which is disposed normal to the 
fold line 30, and a tapered edge 35 which extends out 
wardly from the edge 34. An arcuate slit 36 is formed 
in the inner closure flap 28 and terminates with a set 
of substantially parallel outwardly extending slits 37 
and 38. 
The inner closure flap 29 is provided with a first edge 

40 and a second edge 41 which are disposed normal to 
the fold line 30, and tapered edges 42 and 43 which are 
joined with the edges 40 and 41, respectively. The inner 
closure flap 29 is also provided with an arcuate slit 44 
which terminates with a set of substantially parallel out 
wardly extending slits 45 and 46. 
The outer closure flap 31 has a pair of edges 50 and 

51 which taper towards each other in a direction out 
wardly from the fold line 30. At the outermost extremi 
ties of the edges 50 and 51 the outer closure flap 31 is 
provided with a pair of flared portions 52 and 53, re 
spectively. The outer closure flap 31 also includes a 
tongue 54 which projects outwardly from the edge thereof 
opposite the fold line 30. 
The outer closure flap 32 includes a pair of edges 

56 and 57 which taper inwardly towards each other in 
a direction outwardly from the fold line 30. A pair of 
flared portions 58 and 59 are provided at the outer ends 
of the edges 56 and 57, respectively, and a notch 60 is 
formed in the outer closure flap 32 along the free edge 
thereof opposite from the fold line 30. 

Referring to FIGURE 7, it will be apparent that the 
blank 20 is folded so that the side wall panel 25 overlies 
the side wall panel 24, and then the side wall panel 22 
is brought into overlying relation with the side wall 
panel 23 such that the glued area 27 overlies and is ad 
hesively secured to the glue flap 26. It is in this form 
that the blanks 20 are usually shipped from the manu 
facturer to the customer. 
The blank 20 is erected to form the hat box. 10 by 

moving the side walls apart from each other and folding 
the inner closure flaps 28 and 29 inwardly such that they 
overlap, with the closure flap 28 resting on the closure 
flap 29 when the box 10 is in its upright position. The 
edges 33 and 34 of the inner closure flap 28, and the edges 
41 and 40 on the inner closure flap 29, engage the interior 
surfaces of the side panels 25 and 23, respectively, such 
that adjacent ones of the side walls form ninety degree 
angles at each corner of the box 10. 

After the inner closure flaps 28 and 29 have been folded 
into position, the outer closure flaps 31 and 32 are folded 
along the fold line 30 so as to lie adjacent to the inner 
closure flaps. A small pressure is then exerted simultane 
ously upon the outer closure flaps 31 and 32, thus forcing 
the inner closure flaps 28 and 29 and the outer closure 
flaps 31 and 32 into the interior of the box 10. The 
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4 
and the flared portions 58 and 59, on the outer closure 
flap 32, will automatically slide into the respective ar 
cuate slits 36 or 44. Further, the tongue 54 will pass 
through the notch 60 so as to be disposed inwardly of the 
outer closure flap 32, is is clearly shown in FIGURE 2. 

Referring to FIGURE 8, there is illustrated a one-piece 
blank, generally indicated by the numeral 70, which is 
used for constructing the various support. or separator 
members 14, 15 and 16. The blank 70 includes a rec 
tangular tray portion 71 which is bounded by skirt 
forming panels 72, 73, 74 and 75, which are attached to 
the tray portion 71 along fold lines, 76, 77, 78 and 79, 
respectively. The skirt forming panel 72 is provided 
with a pair of corner flaps 80 and 81 which are separated 
from the skirt forming panels 73 and 75 along severance 
lines 82 and 83, respectively. Likewise, the skirt forming 
panel 74 is provided with a pair of corner flaps 84 and 85 
which are separated from the skirt forming panels 73 and 
75 along severance lines 86 and 87, respectively. 
The blank 70 is provided with a plurality of restrain 

ing tab means 90, each of which is hingedly attached to 
a respective one of the fold lines 76, 77, 78 and 79. The 
restraining tab means 90 are, preferably, struck from the 
skirt forming panels 72, 73, 74 and 75 along severance 
lines 91, however, if so desired, the restraining tab means 
90 may be struck from the tray portion 71. 
The tray portion 71, of the blank 70, is provided with a 

plurality of support tab means 92, each of which is 
hingedly attached to the tray portion 71 along small 
arcuate fold lines 93. An opening 94 is formed in the 
tray portion 71 by a plurality of severance lines 95 which 
extend between adjacent pairs of support tab means 92. 
The fold lines 93 and the severance lines 95 are formed 
such that with the support tab means 92 disposed normal 
to the tray portion 71, as is shown in FIGURES 1, 2 
and 5, the opening 94 is substantially elliptical so as to 
receive therethrough the crown portion of a conventional 
hat. 
Completing the blank 70, a plurality of score lines 96 

are provided in the skirt forming panels 73 and 75, which 
score lines define triangular portions 97 at each end 
thereof. 

In constructing a support or separator member 14, 15 
or 16 from the blank 70, the blank 70 is folded such that 
the skirt forming panels 72, 73, 74 and 75 are disposed 
normal to the tray portion 71, and the corner flaps 80, 81, 
84 and 85 are disposed inwardly of and lie adjacent to the 
triangular portions 97. The triangular portions 97 are 
adhesively secured, or stapled, or otherwise attached to a 
respective one of the corner flaps 80, 81, 84 and 85. The 
corner flaps 80, 81, 84 and 85 connect together adjacent 
pairs of the skirt forming panels 72, 73, 74 and 75 so 
as to strengthen the erected support or separator member, 
while the score lines 96 permit the erected support or 
Separator member to be collapsed into a flat form which 
is more suitable for shipping. 

It should be noted, from FIGURE 6, that the side 
Wall panels 22 and 24 are shorter in length than the side 
wall panels 23 and 25. Further, it should be noted, from 
FIGURE 8, that the tray portion 71 is shorter along the 
fold lines 76 and 78 than it is along the fold lines 77 and 
79. As a result, the box. 10 and the separator members 
14, 15 and 16 each form, in horizontal section, an oblong 
rectangle. Thus, the separator members 14, 15 and 16 
may be stacked within the box. 10 only in such a manner 
that the openings 94 are disposed in vertical alignment, 
as is shown in FIGURES 1, 2 and 5. 
While only one blank 70 has been illustrated for forming 

the various support or separator members 14, 15 and 16, 
it is to be understood that these separator members differ 
slightly in form. As is clearly apparent in FIGURES 
1 and 2, the lowermost separator member 14 has a de 
pending skirt which is deeper than the depending skirt of 
either of the support members 15 or 16. Thus, the hat 

flared portions 52 and 53, on the outer closure flap 31, 75 crown 100 is not engaged by the closure flaps 28, 29, 
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31 and 32 which form the bottom of the hat box. 10. The 
hat crown 101 which is supported by the intermediate 
separator member 15 is telescoped slightly within the hat 
crown 100, as is shown in FIGURE 2, and the skirt por 
tion of the separator member 15 is made shorter than 
the skirt portion of the separator member 14 to conserve 
material and to make a more compact package. 
The plurality of restraining tab means 90, on each of 

the separator members 14 and 15, are bent along their 
respective fold lines so as to extend upwardly and out 
wardly from their respective tray portions 71 and engage 
the interior surface of an adjacent upstanding side Wall. 
After the lowermost separator member 14 has been posi 
tioned within the hat box. 10, the intermediate separator 
member 15 is placed within the hat box. 10 and the re 
straining tab means 90 on the lowermost separator mem 
ber 14 guide the depending skirt, of the intermediate 
separator member 15, into engagement with the tray 
portion 71 of the lowermost separator member 14. Con 
sequently, the intermediate support member 15 is main 
tained in position above the lowermost separator member 
14 and cannot slip out of alignment. Likewise, the re 
straining tab means 90 on the intermediate separator 
member 15 guide the depending skirt on the uppermost 
separator member 16 into proper alignment thereabove. 
As is illustrated in FIGURES 1 and 2, the support tab 

means 92 are folded upwardly along their respective fold 
lines 93 and extend normal to their respective tray por 
tions 71. After the hat crowns, such as the hat crowns 
100 and 101, are passed through the opening 94 in the 
tray portions 71, the support tab means 92 engage with 
and are held upright by the hat crowns such that the 
upper edge of the support tab means 92 engage with a 
respective hat rim 102 or 103. Thus, the hat rims, such 
as the rims 102 and 103, are supported above a respective 
tray portion 71 and the slight curl which is conventional 
in the present day style of men's hats is not diminished 
or removed. It should be noted that the Support tab 
means 92, on the lowermost separator member 14, keeps 
the hat crown 100 spaced above the bottom of the hat 
box. 10 and prevents damage thereto in the event that the 
bottom of the box becomes soiled with dirt or dust, or 
becomes stained with water or oil. 

Thus, it will be apparent from the foregoing, that the 
above described new and novel hat box with its attend 
ing features and advantages represents a substantial ad 
vance in the art of packaging hats. 

It is preferred that the novel hat box. 10 and separator 
members 14, 15 and 16 be constructed of paperboard; 
however, heavy paper, cardboard, plastic or other similar 
flexible materials may be used. 
While preferred forms and arrangement of parts have 

been shown in illustrating the invention, it is to be clearly 
understood that various changes in details and arrange 
ments of parts may be made without departing from 
the spirit and scope of the invention as defined in the 
appended claimed subject matter. 

I claim: . 
1. A hat-box comprising a carton, a plurality of Sep 

arators and a lid; said carton including four upstanding 
side walls each of which is provided with a closure flap 
along a lower edge thereof, said closure flaps including 
a pair of inner flaps and a pair of outer flaps, each of said 
inner flaps having an arcuate slit formed therein, each of 
said arcuate slits terminating with a set of substantially 
parallel outwardly extending slits, each of said outer 
flaps having tapered edges adjacent to a respective one of 
said side walls and converging outwardly therefron, 
flared portions extending outwardly from each of said 
tapered edges and adapted to be passed through a respec 
tive one of said arcuate slits, the flared portions on one 
of said outer fiaps overlapping the flared portion on the 
other of said outer flaps, one of said outer flaps including 
a projecting tongue on the edge thereof opposite from the 
attachment to a side wall, the other of said outer flaps hav 
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6 
ing a notch therein for receiving said tongue, said four 
upstanding side walls being connected along vertical edges 
thereof and forming a rectangle in horizontal section, one 
parallel pair of said walls being longer than the other 
parallel pair of walls whereby said rectangle is oblong; 
each of said separators comprising an oblong rectangular 
tray portion and a depending skirt portion, said tray por 
tion having an opening therethrough for passage of a hat 
crown, said oblong tray portions being receivable within 
said upstanding walls such that the openings are disposed 
in vertical alignment with each other, the skirt on a lower 
most one of said separators resting on said inner closure. 
flaps and supporting the respective tray portion in spaced 
relation therefrom, the tray portion on said lowermost 
separator supporting a second one of said plurality of sep 
arators with the tray portion of said second separator be 
ing spaced from the tray portion of said lowermost sep 
arator, the skirt portion of said lowermost separator be 
ing greater in depth than the skirt of sad second separator 
whereby the tray portion of said lowermost separator is 
spaced a greater distance from said closure flaps than the 
distance that the tray portion on said second separator 
is spaced from the tray portion on said lowermost sep 
arator, said lowermost separator being provided with re 
straining tab means which are struck from the skirt there 
of, said restraining tab means being hingedly connected 
to said lowermost separator and extending upwardly and 
outwardly therefrom into engagment with an adjacent one 
of said side walls, said restraining tab means prevent 
ing the skirt of said second separator from passing be 
low the tray portion of said lowermost separator when 
said plurality of separators are disposed in stacked rela 
tion; each of said tray portions being provided along 
the periphery of the opening therein with a plurality of 
Supporting tabs each of which is adapted to extend above 
the respective tray portion and support the brim of a 
hat whereby said brim is supported out of flush engage 
ment with the respective tray portion, said lid having a 
depending flange engageable about the exterior of said 
upstanding side walls to prevent outward bulging thereof 
Whereby said restraining tabs are maintained in engage 
ment with the respective adjacent side wall. 

2. A hat box comprising a carton, a plurality of sep 
arators and a lid; said carton including four upstanding 
side walls each of which is provided with a closure flap 
along a lower edge thereof, said closure flaps including 
a pair of inner flaps and a pair of outer flaps, means for 
interlocking said inner flaps and said outer flaps; each of 
Said separators comprising a tray portion and a depend 
ing skirt portion, said tray portion having an opening 
therethrough for passage of a hat crown, said tray por 
tions being receivable within said upstanding walls such 
that the openings are disposed in vertical alignment with 
each other, the skirt on a lowermost one of said sep 
arators resting on said inner closure flaps and supporting 
the respective tray portion in spaced relation thereabove, 
the tray portion on said lowermost separator supporting 
a second one of said plurality of separators with the tray 
portion of said second separator being spaced from the 
tray portion of said lowermost separator, said lowermost 
separator being provided with restraining tab means 
struck from the skirt thereof and extending upwardly and 
outwardly from the tray portion of said lowermost sep 
arator and into engagement with an adjacent one of said 
side walls, said retaining tab means preventing the skirt 
of said second separator from passing below the tray por 
tion of said lowermost separator when said purality of 
saparators are disposed in stacked relation; said lid hav 
ing a depending flange and engageable about the exterior 
of said upstanding side walls to prevent outward bulging 
thereof for maintaining said restraining tabs in engage 
ment with the respective adjacent side wall. 

(References on following page) 
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