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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 266,860, dated October 31, 1882.
Application filed Augnst 21, 1882, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, RoBERT F. MEISSNER,
of Chieago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Wardrobe-Bedsteads; and I
do Lereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereot, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
te the letters of reference marked tlhereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This invention consists in certain improve-
ments in wardrobe or folding bedsteads, as will
Le hereinafter described and elaimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 rep-
resents a perspective view of the wardrobe-
Ledstead as extended to be used; Fig. 2, a sec-
tional and detail view of the agjustable spring
attachwent for counterbalancing the bed-body ;
Fig. 3, a perspective view of one of the helical
springs; Iig. 4, an interior perspective view
of one side and the corner of the bed-body,
showing the pivotal connection of a foot while
in its vertical position; Fig. 5, a similar view
with the foot partly folded; Fig. 6, perspective
views of the hook end of the connecting-rod
and of the hinged edge of the foot; Iig. 7, a
similar view of the pivotal end of one side of
the bed-body; Fig. 8, a side elevation of the
wardrobe with the bed-body extended; Fig.9,
a sectional elevation of the same when folded
to simulateawardrobe; Fig. 10, a cross-section
through tl.e cornice or canopy, with an interior
elevation of tiie supporting-bracket; and Fig.
11, sectional plans of the simulated wardrobe
atone side, withthe bed-body extended and the
sectional doors forming the head-board, and
ap the other side with the bed-body in its verti-
cal position and with the doors folded around it,

Corresponding letters in the several figares
of the drawings designate like parts.

A denotes the base, B B/ the upright, and ¢
the cornice or canopy, which are detachably
counecied together by dowel-pins ¢ and bolts
b, and D is the rear frame, which is detachably
secured between the uprights B and B/ by joint-
bolts ¢, all in a manner that the entire casing,
when taken apart, forms five pieces that can be
readily put together again. The frame D is
formed with six openings, d d' @ @, the lower
three, d,and theupper central one, d’, of which
are closed by panels, while the apper side open-
ings, @® @ are left open to act as ventilators

for the bedding while the bed-body is closed
‘in by the wardrobe. The uprights B B’ are
each widened toward the base for pivoting the
bed-body and to form thesides for a receptacle,
1§, having a hinged 1id, ¢, for storing the sheet-
ing. The tops of the uprights B and B’ have
brackets f for better supporting the cornice or
canopy C.

I ande G are doors connected by hinges g,

avd doors I, again, are connected by hinges 4
“to the uprights B B’ in a manner that such
doors I can be either folded upoun the inside
of the uprights B and B, when the doors G
will fold against and close the openings d? @3
of the back or head-board D; or when swung
outward the doors I will form a straight con-
tinuation ot the uprights B B/, when the doors
G will fold over and counceal the vertically-
placed bed-body. The top corner of doors T,
next to the standards B B/, is cut out in con-
formity with brackets / to make a close joint
therewith, and such brackets f are made inte-
riorly projecting, with a rearward extension of
corresponding shape, in a manner that the
doors I', when swung inward upon or against
the uprights B, will beflash with such braeket-
extension and will form a ¢lose joint there-
with.

L is the body of the bed, consisting of a rect-
angular frame that is composed of two end
pieces, ¢ i’, and side rails, @ ¢, and of four Jon-
gitadinal bars, j j, and-two cross-bars, & k,
framed to each other and to the underedge of
the end pieces, ¢ ¢ and side rails, 4% in a maun-
ner to form nine square and rectangular open-
ings, I, I/, %, %, and . The openings [ and I*
are to be closed by panels, and the opening 2
is to form the frame for a mirror, and the open-
ings I and P will be closed by the door G
while the bed-body occupies an upright posi-
tion, and its bottom forms part of the front of
the apparent wardrobe. This frame, composed
of the bars jand %, will at the same time far-
nish the support for the mattress. The side
rails, 4% i%, at their inward ends are provided
with pivotal plates m, that are cut away at
one corner to provide an inlet for the pivot-
studs n, which projeet from the inward faces
of nprights B and B‘. The studs =, next to
their projecting pivot portion, are squared for
attaching helical springs J, and thence they
are fitted into plates L, that are sunk into the

55

6o

63

70

75

8a

35

90

95

100



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

5C

55

6o

G5

2 - _ 266,860

uprights B and secured by wood-serews. Into
one plate L the stud » is secured rigid, and
into the other or opposite plate L the stud »
is fitted pivotally, and is squared again exte-
riorly of this plate L for attaching a ratchet-
wheel, M, and with a sufficiently square pro-
jeetion for turning such stud by a wrench.
The end loops of the helical springs J are
coupled to the bed-body by a stud, o, secured
thereto, and the ratchet-wheel is locked by a
pawl, p, that is pivotally secured to plate L.
The helical spring J on one side of the bed-
body is thus set permanently to the required
tension for counterbalancing about one-half

" the weight of the bed-body, while the tension

of the spring on the opposite side can be ad-
justed by the ratehet-wheel and pawl to coun:
terbalance the remaining weight, and can be
varied for more or less weight, as for summer
or winter bedding.

It will be readily understood that in extend-
ing or lowering the bed-body both springs will

be contracted proportionally as the weight by

leverage increases, and thatin raising the bed-
body to assume a vertical position the tension
of such springs will be released again. - With
this device the springs do not take up any ex-
tra room, besides the advantage that their ten-
sion can be adjusted from the outside and
withoutextending the bed-body ortakingapart
the apparent wardrobe.

The legs R to the foot end of the bed-body I
are connected interiorly to the corner-postsg,
each by a hinge, 7, so as to fold inwardly, and
that when in perpendicular position the end
piece ¢ of the bed-body I will rest upon it.
The inward heel of each leg R is provided with
a loop, s, that engages with a hook, ¢, of rod
N. These rods N are placed into longitudinal
grooves in the inside faces of rails 4* * of the
bed-body, and are pivotally connected at their
opposite ends each to a lever, P, that is piv-
otally secured against the internal face of such
side rails in a position that the fulerum of
each lever P is in line with the pivot-studs n.
The oppositeeuds of these levers Pare coupled
to the ends of studs %, which are secured to
the uprights B B/, and project through seg-
mental slots of the side rails, 4 i*. By this
arrangement the legs R will automatically
turn into the body of thebed withraising such
bed to its vertical position, and with extend-
ing or lowering the bed body such legs will be
caused to assume a vertical position, and will
be held rigidly in such position while the bedis
placed in condition to be occupied. The great
advantage of this device is that no accident
can happen, as has been the case with simi-
lar folding beds, in which the feet would tarn
from under on their own aeccord, when the
weight of the bed-body and of the occupant
would tip the bed and upset the wardrobe, to
fall upon the occupant.

As will be noticed, the entire construction
and arrangement of the above-described ward-

robe-bedstead are such that it can be handled
easily, that when closed it has the appearance
of a well-proportioned wardrobe or book-case,
and that when extended it forms an elegant
and comfortable bed. The mechanism that
connects the several devices compiled in this
bedstead is simple and perfect and not so lia-
ble to get out of order.

‘What I claim is—

1. The combination, with -the .pivotal bed-
bodyI, of the wardrobe-shaped receptacle com-
posed of sections that consist of base A; up-
rights B B/, canopy C, and back frame, D, de-
tachably eonnecled by dowels a and bolts b
and ‘¢, all constracted and arranged substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The pivotal bed-body I, having bottom
frame, j k, with panels * I}, in combination
with the wardrobe - shaped receptacle that
forms the head of the bed-body, and consists
of base A, uprights B B/, canopy C, and back
frame, D, with panels d d’, and with the two
section folding doors T and G, hinged together

“and to the uprights B in the manner to oper-

ate substantially as and for the purpose set
forth. .

3. In a wardrobe-bedstead, the uprights B,
having brackets f for better supporting the
canopy O, and the doors T, that are hinged to
the uprights, made to fit against such brackets
f, all substantially as described and shown.

4. In a wardrobe - bedstead, the fulecrum-
studs n, secured to uprights B B’ for pivotally
supporting the bed-body I, said studs being
secured to the inner ends of helical springs, J,
the exterior ends of which are connected with
studs o, secured to the bed-body I for counter-
balancing such bed-body while being raised or
lowered, the same Dbeing constructed and ar-
ranged substantially as set forth.

5. In a_ wardrobe - bedstead, the fulernm-
stud », pivotally secured in plate L, that is at-
tached to upright B, carrying ratchet-wheel
M, thatis locked by pawl p, and helical spring
J, that is connected to bed-body I by stud o,
the whole being constructed and arranged to
operate substantially as set forth,

6. In a wardrobe-bedstead, the bed body I,
having legs R connected thereto by hinges r,
and having loops s for coupling hooks ¢ of
rods N, that are again connected to levers P,
such levers P being pivotally secured to the
side rails of the bed-body I, with their upper
ends connected to studs u, that are rigid with
the uprights B, and projected through a seg-
mental slot in such side rails of the bed-body,
all substantially as described and shown, for
the purpose specified. :

In testimony thatI c¢laim theforegoing asmy
invention I affix my signature in preseuce of
two witnesses.

ROBERT . MEISSNER.

‘Witnesses:

G. HuzEeL,
E. G. WESTLAKE.

70

75

8o

85

[e]e}

95

I0Q

10§

110

115

120

125



