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assignor te

Chicago, Iil,, a corporation of Ilinois - o
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. (C1. 40—125) '

.‘ 4 Claims,

This invention has for its object: to provide a
sign construction ‘which includes a frame, a re-
-raovable sign plate, and imeans by which paper
signs, placards, er the like may be dispesed over

the said plate and held firmly in place thereon :
without resorting to the use of adhesives, and-

wherein the plate, per se, ‘or jointly with the

overlying paper signs and the-like are held so-

firmly engaged with the frame as to prevent lost
moticn hetween them for elimination .of noise
resulting from wind and vibrations.

In the accompanying -drawing 'Lustraumg a
suitable emhbodiment of the invention,

Pig. 1 is a perspective view'of a sign conct’"uc-
tion made in acccerdance with the invention.

Fig, 2
larged scalc, showing the shape of - ‘the material
of which the top and side rails of the frame are
made." i

Fig. 3 is a fxagme'lt
view on the same sc'ﬂn a
lime 3—3 of Fig. 1. :

‘Fig. 4 is a fragmentary detml side elzsvation
on -an enlarged scale, showing a - part of the
frame, the plate engaged. therewith and addi-
tional frame elements- and: clamping means for
retaining themn firmly interengaged Wlfh each
other.
 Fig.5is a ‘”r'wmentalv side elevatlon lookinv
at the right hand end of Fig. 4. :

Fig, 6 is a transverse sectional view of the
bottom rail of the frame, taken on the line §—6
of Fig. 1.

Fig. Tis a frngmen’r“rj detail view in side ele-
vation showing a corner portion of removable

. frame elements shown in Figs. 1 to 4 inclusive.
Fig. § is a transverse detail sectional view
. taken on the line 8-—8 of Fig. 7.

The frame of the sizn comprises a top rail |
- and side rails 2, composed of sheet metal strips
substantially T-shaped in cross-section, as shown
in Fig. 2. The web or main portion of a strip {
is ‘double the thickness of the sheet metal and
iz formed by folding a strip of the latter as shown

ct il plan eectzonal

in Fig. 2, the side edge portions of the strip of.

sheet metal being bkent to form the parallel
spaced apart fianges 3 between which the top and
side portions of the metal plate 4 are received.

The tep and side rails | and 2 may be integral
with each cther cr Wc’ded together at the cor-
ners of the frame.

The hottom rail B of the said frame is com-
posed of a Ppair of parallel angle bars 6 spaced
from each other as shown in Fig. 6 to provide
a slot T therebetween which extends throughout

Fig.: 2, take*l on the .
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is a transverse, sectional view, on an en-
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the Jength of said rail and is so. disposed as to bz
flush with. the channels formed by. the flanges
3. The ends of the bars 6 are secured to the

inner faces of the flanges of the side rails. 2 by

welding or in any other suitabie manner.’
The plate 4 is inserted into and removed from
the frame through the slot 7 and is suprorted at

-its-lower edge by pivoted stops 8, as SI‘OV n in

F]_cr

A pair of rectangular frames 9 compose
sheet metal side and ~end rails, : which
equirped along the inner edges with flanges 0
of slightly greater width than-the thickness of the

of

ara

‘metal of which the rails {, 2 and 5 are composed,

are disposed upon the outer faces of the fanges
3 of the rails { and 2 and the flanges 14 of the
angle-bars 6§ with the edges of the flanges 12 dis-

posed- in contact with the plate & aleng be in-
ner edges of the flanges 3 and 11, - :

The rails of the frames: % are jocined at their
corner portions by means of sheet metal corner

. elements (2 which are welded or ctherwise se~
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-cured to the end portions-of said
in-Pigs. 7 and 8, each of said corner elements
‘being equipped with a flange 13 of such width nr

rails as shown

depth as to register aleng their edges: with the
flanges. 10 as shown in Fig. 8. . ’

. Said frames 9 fit snugly within the outermost
portions of the rails I, 2.and 5. -Pivotally mount-
ed upon-the side and end rails of the frame 9 at
spaced-apart points, are latch members (4, also
made ~of sheet metal,” and each of which is
equipped with an outwardly projecting flange 15
for digital engagement to operate the same.
Each latch member 14 is adapted to be turned
to cause an end portion thereof to engage in a
slightly canted longitudinal slot 16 in the web or
body portion of a rail:l .or 2, or a bottom flange
of the rail 5, said slots 186 being arranged prefer-
ably in pairs with one thereof disposed at each
side of the flanges 3 (as shown in Fig. 5) and
flanges |1, respectively, and in such relative po-
sitions to each other, as shown in Fig..5, that
they converge to be spaced apart at one end a
distance less than the normal spacing apart of
a pair of said latch members 14, so that when
the outer end portions of the latter are forced
to the position of Figs. 4 and 5 the rails and car-
rier members of the frames 9 will be forced to-
ward the flanges 3 and (1 and the flanges 0 and

- 18 ‘brought into engagement with the faces of

the plate 4.

The plate 4 is thus firmly clamped against
movement relatively to the outer or main frame.
The plate 4 may constitute a sign bearing ele-
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ment and be covered by a paper or other sheets
“bearing printed matter, said sheets being adapted
to be held in place on the faces of the plate 4 by
means of the frames 9 and latch members 14.

The above-described structure is very light,
strong, compact and cheap and is particularly
adapted for incorporation into side-walk and
other display signs and for purposes of displaying
announcements printed on paper sheets covering
all or only a part of each face of the plate.

Obviously, as shown in Fig. 3, the plate 4 may
be so thin in proportion to the width of the spaces
between the flanges 3 and [l that the paper
sheets above referred to may ke covered with
sheets of a transparent material, such as Cellu-
loid or lucite, to protect the same.

The frames 9 constitute clamping devices
which cooperate with the latch members 14 and
slots 16 to hold the paper sheets and cover sheets
for the same securely in place upon the faces of
the plate 4. The latter is usually composed of
sheet metal but may be made of glass or any
other suitable material.

As shown in Fig. 3, the frame members 9, com-
posed of resilient sheet metal become slightly
flexed responsively to the wedge-like pressure ex-
erted thereupon by the latch members {4 when
the latter are disposed in the position shown in
Figs. 4 and 5. :

I claim as my invention:

1. A sign construction comprising a plate, a
frame therefor compoesed of rails substantially
T-shaped in cross section and having wide web-
portions disposed to form the periphery of said
frame and - presenting inwardly projecting
spaced-apart parallel flanges providing a contin-
uous channel within which the marginal edge
portions of said plate are received, there being
a slot in a rail of said frame through which said
plate may be inserted and removed, a pair of
sheet-metal frames each L-shaped in cross-sec-
tion disposed upon opposite sides of said chan-
nel forming flanges of said first-named frame
within the peripheral portion of the latter and
having a flange of each thereof disposed to bear
upon the said plate at substantially the mouth
of said channel, and digitally operable clamping
means engaged with all of said frames for caus-
ing the last-mentioned flanges to bear upon re-
spectively opposite faces of said plate.

2. A sign construction including a frame com-
prising a U-shaped portion equipped with chan-
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nels adapted to receive three edge portions of a
plate, a pair of parallel spaced apart bars se-
cured at their ends to the ends of the arms of
said U-shaped portion and constituting the
fourth raijl of the frame and through the space
between which a plate may be inserted for en-
gagement within said channels, removable means
engaged with the outer faces cf the walls of said
channels arnd adapted to engage opposite faces of
said plate adjacent the channel mouths and dig-
itally operable devices mounted upon the walls

"of said channels in engaging relation to said

means, said U-shaped frame portion equipped
with means cooperating with said devices for
causing said means to clamp said plate against

" movenient responsively to actuaticn of said de-

vices in one direction.

3. A’sign construction including a frame hav-
ing three of its rails equipped with channel for-
mations for the reception of three marginal edge
portions of a plate, the fourth rail of said frame
composed of a pair of parallel spaced apart bars
through the space between which said plate may
be passed, pairs of L-shaped bars disposed upon
the outer faces of the walls of said channel for-
mations and having flanges thereof opposed to
opposed faces of said plate, said channeled por-
tion of said frame equipped with digitally oper-
able devices disposed for engagement with said
L-shaped bars and adapted to force the flanges
thereof into clamping relation to said plate re-
sponsively to movement of said deviceg in one
direction.

4. A sign structure including a frame having
three of its rails composed of bars substantially
T-shaped in cross-section and presenting in-
wardly open channel formations within which
marginal edge portions of a plate are adapted
to be received, devices for clamping said plate
against movement mounted upon said frame,
digitally operable devices mounted upon said
frame for engagement with said clamping devices
to force and maintain -the latter engaged with
said plate, a fourth rail composed of a pair of
parallel spaced apart L-shaped bars secured at
their ends to the ends of a pair of the first named
rails and having the open space thereof aligned
with said channel formations, and digitally oper-
able means mounted upon one of said L-shaped
bars for effecting obstruction of said open space
for preventing removal of said plate,

LOUIS J. SCHNEIDER.




