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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CHARLEs G. MURK, of CHICAGO, ILLINoIS. 

978,620. specification of Letters Patent. 

SHOULDER-PROTECTOR. 
Patented Dec. 13, 1910. 

Application filed May 20, 1910, Serial No. 562,437. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs G. Mu Ric, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, county of Cook, and State of Illinois, 
have invented certain new and useful lim 
provements in Shoulder - Protectors, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to a shoulder pro 

tector, and has for its object the production 
of a plate adapted to be arra Ed upon the 
shoulder to protect the same, when carrying 
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a weight by means of a strap extending ovel 
the shoulder; the device being designed for 
use especially by mail carriers, 
A further object is the production of a de 

vice of the character mentioned which will 
be of durable and economical construction 
and efficient in operation. 
Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
With these objects in view my invention 

consists in a shoulder protector character 
ized as above mentioned and in certain de 
tails of construction and arrangement of 
parts all as will be hereinafter fully described 
and more particularly pointed out in the 
appended claims. 
My invention will be more readily under 

stood by reference to the accompanying 
drawing forming a part of this specifica 
tion, and in which, Figure 1 is a view showing my improved 
shoulder protector applied for use, and Fig. 
2 is a central longitudinal section of the 
device, detached. s Referring now to the drawing, 1 indi 
cates the Body of the device which is a 
curved, preferably metallic plate, the saline 
being shaped so as to conform to the shoul 
der upon which it is designed for use. The 
outer end portion 2 of said plate is of great 
est width, the same being of diluelisions 
such as to adapt the same to coupletely 
cover the upper side of the outer endpoi'- 
tion of the shoulder, the inner end portion 3 
of said plate being of reduced width, as in 
dicated. Said plate is of a length such liat, 
when arranged upon a shoulder, the saline 
will extend from the outer end of the latter 
to within a short distance of the neck. Pro 
vided at the outer edge of the portion 2 is 
a co-extensive upwardly projecting flange . 
the same being adapted, when a strap, such 
as a mail carrier's strap, is arranged pon 
the plate 1 to prevent out ward displacement 
thereof, as clearly indicated in Fig. 2. Pro 
vided centrally at the outer end of the plate 

| 1 is a securing member comprising the shank 
ind portion 5 which is rigidly secured upon 
the under side of said plate, and the oriter 
lipwardly curved and pointed end portion 6 
which projects beyond the outer edge of said 
plate, the latter portion being adapted when 
in use to engage or pierce the shoulder 
tion of the garment of the wearer. 
vided centrally in the portion 3 adjacent the 
inner edge of the plate 1 is a slot 7. Rigidly 
Secured to the inder side of the plate trav 
ersing the slot 7 is a pivotal pin 8. Piv 
otally mounted intermediate its extremities 
tipon the pin S is an engaging or securing 
wardly projecting curved and pointed por 
tion 10 which is adapted, as the hook por 
tion (5, to engage the garment of the wearer. 
The forwardly projecting shank portion 11 
said member 9 being adapted to be held in 
keeper 12 under which the shank 11 
adapted to engage. 
When arranging the device upon a shoul 

cler for use, the engaging hook 6 is first in 
serted into the shoulder part of the coat of 
the user at the outer extremity thereof, this 
being effected by sufficiently elevating the 
inner end of the plate. Thus the outer end 
of the latter is securely held in position upon 
the garnent. Upon the hook (3 being en 
gaged the inner end of the plate is lowered 
to engagement with the shoulder. Now, by 
forwardly oscillating the shalk fl of the 
neiller 9 from a substantially vertical posi 
tion, the engaging end () thereof may be 
made to pierce the cloth of the garment to 
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enjer being held in locking position by 
lileans of the keeper 12 is before mentioned. 
The end 1() of the member 9 is so formed 
that, when the latter is is engaging posi 
tion, the outer end of the former rests 
against the inner edge of the plate 1; and 
whereby slipping of the cloth engaged 
the rely from engagement there with is pre 
vented. 
With a device of the construction as above 

set forth and arranged as shown and de 
scribed, means will be provided whereby the 
wear of a carrying strap resting upon the 
holdier will be listributed over a greater 
area, and wherely storeness of the shoulder 
will be revented. The embodiment of se | curing devices as described provides means 
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of the member 9 extends through the slot 7, 
operative position by means of a curved 

lock the inner end of the plate thereto, said 
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niel aber 9, the same comprising the rear 
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which are eficient in operation and which 
will not injure the cloth upon which the de 
vice is secured; such embodiment further 
providing means whereby the device may be 

5 readily and quickly attached or detached. 
While have shown what I deem to be 

the preferabie form of any protector do 
not wish to be limited thereto as there might, 
be various changes made in the details of 

10 constriction and arrangement of parts de 
scribed without, departing from the spirit 
of the invention comprehended within the 
scope of the appended claims. 
Having described my invention what I 

15 claiqh as new Rii desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is: 

1. A shoulder protector comprising a piate. 
said plate beii:g of greatest width at its outer 
end portion, the same being transversely 

20 curved to conform to the shoulder, an up wardly pixiecting fiange at the outer edge 
of said ii Szationary pointed hooked 
member 33, 823 &nd and a pivoted hooked 
member at is: ther end of said piate 

978,620 

adapted to pierce the shoulder portion of 
the garment of the wearer to secure said 
plate therefo, substantially as described. 

2. A shoulder protector comprising a me 
tallic plate, said plate being of greatest 
width at, its outer end portion, the same 
being transversely curved to conform to the 
shoulder, an upwardly projecting flange at 
the outer edge of said plate, a stationary 
pointed hook member at the outer end of 
said plate, a pivoted hook member at the 
iner end of said plate, said hook members 
being adapted to pierce the shoulder por 
tions of the garment of the wearer to secure 
said plate thereto, and means for holding 
Said pivoted hook member in engaging posi 
tion, substantially as described. -- 

In testinomy whereof have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

CHARLES G. MURK. 
Witnesses: 

HELEN F. LILLIS, 
JosHUA R. H. PoTTs. 
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