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DANIEL GREENILEAF, OF VICKSBURG, MIssIssIPPr. 
i ELASTIC VENTILATING-HAT. 

i Specification of Letters Patent No. 90, dated November 26, 1836. 

To all whom it may Concern : 
i Beit known that I, DANIEI GREENILEAF, residing near Vicksburg, in the county of 
Warren and State of Mississippi, have in 
wented new and u?eful Improvements Upon 
Hats and Upon the Mode of Constructing 
Hats, called the * Elasti? Ventilator”; and 
I do hereby declare that the following is a 
full and exact description. 
i The nature of my inventions consist, first, 
in ventilating the crown of the hat, thereby 
keeping the head cool and preserving the 
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hair, and general health of the Wearer by 
hollow cones, and movable cushions, Which 
is effected without danger of getting the 
head wetted in time of rain. Second in 
adapting the same hat to heads of almost 
every size, by a power of contracting and 
expanding the mouth of the crown which is 
gained by means of the hollow yentilators. 
Third, in the elasticity and pliability of 
that part of the crown which rests upon the 

i head fitting closely and easily thereto, and 
pressing equally upon all parts of the head, 
alike, which is effected by the application of 
a spring bandmade of india rubber, Wire, 
orother elastic material and, fourth, in 
attaching to the hat in front a metallic cir 
culating card upon which to be engraved 
the name, occupation, and residence of the 
owner, for the double purpose of enabling 
him facility to distinguish his hat from 
others; and of enabling persons Who may 
have business with him easily and readily 
to recognize him. 
To enable others skilled in the art to make 

and use my inventions, I Will proceed to de 
scribe their construction and the Several 
parts thereof, referring for that purpose to 
the accompanying drawing, 
I constructimy hat block in any of the 

known forms, adding thereto two triangular 
cones, placing one on the right and the 
other on the left side. I attach the base of 
the cones to the lower edge of the block and 
cause them to come to a point midway the 
height of the block. Upon this block I con 
struct my hat ofany of the known materials 
forming. when done, including the crown, 
brim, and conical ventilators, One connected 
and continuous whole. 
For a more particular description I refer 

to Figure 1. which representsa, side view of 
my hat. Imake it of the bell crown form 
which is preferable for the reason that in 
connection with the conical Ventilators at 

stached thereto, the proportions will be more 
Symmetrical. 3 A represents one of the two 
yentilators. I placethem on the right and 
left; of the crown, and they. form apart of 
the crown and brim, being Solidly connected 
in the structure with both. "Thesides of the 
Ventilator of the base, b to G, Imake three 
quarters of an inch, wide, but they, may be 
increased or: diminished according to the 
size of the crown and width of thé brim. 
Imake the length of the ventilator, c to d, 
to extend midway the height of the crown 
and there to come to a point, but the length 
may be waried. * - . * 

| Fig: 2 giyes a view of the under part of 
my hat, and a partial view of the inside. 
E, E, represent the mouths of the ventilators 
Which form an Open triangular passage for 
the circulation of the air and lead from the 
lower part of the brim on either side to the 
inside of the crown. These ventilators may 
be placed before and behind instead of at 
the Sides, or may be increased in number 
two to four or more as the warying fashion 
of the time may dietate. This kind of venti 
latornay, alsobemade to take its begin 
ning above the brim leaving Space enough 
between its base and the brim of the hat for 
the band, which was the first mode I de 
vised, but I considered it inferior because 
the Second and third items of my invention 
could not be used in connection with it. 
F, F, represent two of four Small ventilat 
ing Cushions. Imake each of them two and 
a quarter inches long, three-quarters wide, 
and three-eighths of an inch thick, but they 
may be varied both in their number and di 
mensions. Iconstruct them of two pieces 
of leather, the under one being thin, but 
rather stiff, and the upper one being of 
buckskim orother soft material, Stitch them 
round, and stuff with Wool so as that the 
part which lies next to the lining of the 
hat is flat, and fits Smooth, and that part 
which comes in contact with the head is 
prominent and rounded off. h, represents 
one of four buttons (similar to metallic 
collar buttons, made of gold, silver, or baser 
metal, with which I fasten the movable 
cushions to the lining, the buttonholes 
through which they pass being lined and 
stitched. , points out the lowerends of the 
cushions to which I fasten thin filat, single 
or double metallic hooks, which I hook into 
the leather lining when the cushions are to 

! be used for ventilating in warm Weather, 
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and unhook and turn up or take of and lay 
aside in cold weather. The fitting of the 
hat is not affected by this buttoning and 
hooking on and taking of the cushions, its 
size being made to adapt itself to the head 
by the aid of an elastic band, and suficient 
room in the hollow of the ventilators for the 
contraction or expansion of the circumfer 
ence of the crown. Thes? cushions form a 
further means of effectually and thoroughly 
yentilating the crown of the hat, thereby 
keeping the head cool and preventing dis 
68„S6. 

Fig. 3, represents the elastic band; the 
part of it marked K, 6, I make of that kind 
of material of which gum elastic Suspenders 
are made, but it may be made with wire. 
springs orother elastic material. Im length 
this part of the band is not made quite long 
enough to reach around the hat once, and I 
ass it through the hollow ventilators at 
E, E, (Fig. 2) first making an opening 
through them with a sharp instrument for 
that purpose. I, L, represent the ends of 
the gum elastic bands, to which are Sewed 
the usual kind of hat band ribbons sufi 
ciently long being passed through the me 
tallic cord at M, and turned back to extend 

i around the hat, and buckled together be 
hind. M, represents a silver or gold plate 
with openings in the ends to receive the rib 
bons which I place in front and upon which 
is to be engraved the oWner's name, occupa 
tion, and place of residence, or in. lieu 
thereof, if the wearer has no wish to adver 
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tise himself, a ring or buckle without a 
tongue may be used through which the ends 
of the hatband ribbon N, N, being passed. 
in like manner as through the plate, they 
turn back, and follow the outside of the 4 
; band covering and hide it altogether. 

, represents the common buckle for fasten 
ing the hat band ribbons behind. 

Fig. 4, represents more distinctly a side 
and front view of the movable ventilating 

What I claim as my invention and desire 
to secure by Letters Patent is – 

1. The two kinds of ventilators, by means 
of whichthere is a constant introduction of 
fresh air to the head while the hatis uponit. 

2. A power of contracting or expanding 
the crown of the hat, so astomake the same 
hat fit heads of different sizes, as above de 
scribed. | : 

3. The application to the crown of the ha 
of a spring band which will cause it to fit 
closely and set easily, pressing equally upon 
all the parts of the head at the same time. 

4. The metalliccirculating card placed 
upon the front of the hat, the utility of 
which in a country where the facilities of 
traveling are so great, and where there is 
consequently a constant mixing together of 
strangers, istoo apparent to need comment. 

D. GREENILEAF. 
Witnesses: 

SAML. STETTINENS, 
WM. P. ELLIOT. 
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