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Saddle Girth

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a saddle girth for mounting a saddle on a horse.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A girth is used to keep a saddle in place on a horse or similar animal. The girth,
typically formed from a flat leather belt, passes under the barrel of the horse behind
the front legs and is typically attached to the saddle on both sides by two or three
straps called billets.

Girth Galls are a swelling created just behind the horse’s front legs and abdomen
caused by increased temperature resulting in sweating and friction between the
girth and the horse’s skin. This is very painful and can cause the horse a lot of

discomfort and may result in vet treatment and missed competitions.

A sheepskin girth sleeve is the current solution for girth galls, providing a soft and
absorbent layer against the horse’s skin. However, the sheepskin absorbs
perspiration and traps moisture and the thermally insulating properties of the
sheepskin increase sweating. This leads to conditions that are opposite of that
needed on this sensitive area on the horse and requires the sheepskin girth sleeve
to be frequently washed and dried. However, sheepskin is very difficult to wash and
dry easily and it can take a couple of days for one sheepskin sleeve to dry out
completely, making it very impractical.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to the present invention there is provided a girth for a saddle comprising
a girth belt having fasteners at either end for attaching the girth belt to a saddle, in
use, with the girth belt extending under the barrel or the horse, a cover member
attachable to the girth belt to be located between the girth belt and the horse’s skin,

in use, said cover member incorporating at least one pocket, at least one insert
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comprising at least one moisture absorbent material being removably inserted into

said at least one pocket.

In a preferred embodiment said cover member is formed from a porous material,
such as a fabric, for example a woven mesh. At least a portion of the cover
member may be formed from an elasticated fabric, such as Lycra®.

In one embodiment said cover member may comprise a plurality of pockets, a
plurality of inserts being provided to be removably inserted into selected pockets.
Each pocket may have an opening to permit insertion and removal of a respective
insert therefrom. Said opening may be provided with a closure means.

In one embodiment said pockets may extend transversely across the width of the
cover member and are arranged parallel to one another. Each pocket may be open
at one end to permit insertion and removal of a respective insert. The open ends of
the pockets may be aligned along or adjacent one side edge of the cover member,

said side edge being folded over to close the open ends of the pockets.

The cover member may be attached to the girth belt by releasable fastening means.
In one embodiment said releasable fastening means may comprise hook and loop
fasteners attached to mating faces of the girth belt and cover member, although

other types of fastening means are envisaged.

Preferably each insert comprises at least one sheet or layer of absorbent material.
Preferably said at least one sheet or layer of absorbent material comprises an outer
layer of each insert. In one embodiment each insert comprises at least one sheet of
absorbent material rolled into a cylindrical body. Each insert may comprise at least
one sheet or layer of absorbent material provided around a core, more preferably a
foam core. In one embodiment each insert may comprise one or more sheets of
absorbent material wrapped around a foam core. Alternatively each insert may
comprise a preformed body comprising or incorporating an absorbent material, said
body being adapted to be insertable into a respective pocket.

The girth belt made be made from leather or any other material.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A girth for a saddle in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention will
now be described, by way of example only, with reference to the accompanying

drawings, in which:-

Figure 1 is a plan view from below of a girth for a saddle in accordance with an

embodiment of the present invention;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the girth of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a plan view of the girth of Figure 1 with the cover member removed from
the girth belt; and

Figures 4 to 7 illustrate the steps of placing inserts into the pockets of the cover

member and attachment of the cover member to the girth belt.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

As illustrated in the drawings, a girth for the saddle of a horse in accordance with
the present invention comprises a leather girth belt 2 having straps or billets 4,6 at
either end for attaching the girth belt 2 to a saddle with the girth belt 2 passing
under the barrel of the horse behind the front legs thereof. The underside of the
girth belt 2 has a cover member 8 attached thereto to be in contact with the horse,
said cover member incorporating a plurality of pockets 10 into which absorbent
inserts 12 are selectively located, wherein the cover member 8 and inserts 12 can
be readily removed for cleaning and wherein the inserts 12 can be removed from or
added to the pockets 10 of the cover member 8 to customise the fit of the girth.
While the girth belt 2 is described above as being formed from leather it is

envisaged that the belt may be formed from other materials.

The invention addresses the problem of sores caused by sweating and friction

behind and adjacent a traditional leather girth.
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The cover member 8 is releasably attached to the underside of the girth belt 2 by
suitable fastening means, such as cooperating male and female hook and loop
fasteners 14,16 of the type sold under the VELCRO (RTM) trade mark.

Alternatively the cover member might be integrally formed with the girth belt.

In the embodiment shown in the drawings the cover member 8 comprises a
moisture and air permeable fabric sleeve, preferably comprising or incorporating an
elastic material, such as Lycra®. The cover member 8 incorporates a row of
individual pockets 10, which may be defined by patterns of stitching through the
fabric sleeve, whereby an absorbent insert 12 can be inserted into selected pockets
10 to provide tailored cushioning between the girth belt 2 and the horse’s skin.

As illustrated in Figures 4 to 8, in one embodiment each pocket 10 has an open end
18 aligned with or arranged adjacent to one side portion 20 of the cover member 8
by means of which open ends 18 inserts 12 may be inserted into and removed from
the pockets 10. The open ends 18 of the pockets 10 can be closed by folding over
the side portion 20 of the cover member 8, as illustrated in Figures 6 and 7. A layer
of hook and loop fastener 16, or any other suitable fastening means, may be
provided on an outer face of the side portion 20 of the cover member 8 to be affixed
to the cooperating fastener 14 on the underside of the girth belt 2 when the cover
member 8 is attached thereto. It is envisaged that the opening in each pocket may
be provided along one side or at any other location in the respective pocket. Other
fastening means, such as a zipper fastening may be provided for closing said
opening in the respective pocket.

Each insert 12 may be formed from or incorporate at least one sheet of highly
absorbent and moisture wicking material adapted to fit inside a respective pocket.
In one embodiment each insert 12 may comprise one or more sheets of highly
absorbent and moisture wicking fabric or other material rolled into a cylindrical body,
optionally around a core, for example a foam core, before being inserted into a
selected pocket 10 of the cover member 8. Alternatively each insert may be formed
from a preformed cylindrical body rather than a sheet of material, wherein at least

an outer layer of the insert in formed from a highly absorbent moisture wicking
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material. For example, each insert may comprise a tubular layer of highly

absorbent and moisture wicking material provided around a central core. The
central core may be formed from a compressible material, such as a polymeric

foam.

Each insert 12 may comprise or incorporate a temperature regulating material, such
as a phase change material, further reducing the occurrence of sweating under the
girth. In one embodiment each insert comprises multiple layers or sheets,
respectively comprising at least one highly absorbent and moisture wicking material
and at least one temperature regulating material. Additionally, or alternatively, said
at least one layer or sheet of highly absorbent and moisture wicking material of
each insert may incorporate a temperature regulating material, such as a phase

change material.

In use, a selected number of inserts 12 are inserted into selected pockets 10 of the
cover member 8 to suit the size and shape of the horse to which the girth is to be
fitted to provide tailored cushioning and moisture absorption/wicking as required.
Next the side portion 20 of the cover member 8 is folded over and the cover
member 8 is attached to the girth belt 2 by means of the cooperating male and
female hook and look fasteners 14,16, or any other suitable fastening means. In
use, moisture, such as perspiration from the horse’s skin, can pass readily through
the material of the cover member 8 and is absorbed into the inserts 12 contained in
the selected pockets 10, wicking such moisture away from the horse’s skin.

After use, the cover member 8 may be readily removed from the girth belt 2 by
virtue of the hook and loop fasteners 14,16 and the inserts 12 can be removed from
the pockets 10. The cover member 8 and inserts 12 can then be easily and quickly
washed and dried prior to reuse.

The invention is not limited to the embodiments described herein but can be
amended or modified without departing from the scope of the present invention as
defined by the appended claims.
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Claims

1. A girth for a saddle comprising a girth belt having fasteners at either end for
attaching the girth belt to a saddle, in use, with the girth belt extending under the
barrel or the horse, a cover member attachable to the girth belt to be located
between the girth belt and the horse’s skin, in use, said cover member incorporating
at least one pocket, at least one insert comprising or incorporating a moisture
absorbent material being removably inserted into said at least one pocket.

2. A girth as claimed in claim 1, wherein said cover member is formed from a

porous material.

3. A girth as claimed in claim 2, wherein said cover member is formed from a fabric.

4. A girth as claimed in claim 3, wherein at least an portion of said cover member is

formed from or incorporates an elastic material.

5. A girth as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein said cover member
comprises a plurality of pockets, a plurality of inserts being provided to be

removably inserted into selected pockets.

6. A girth as claimed in claim 5, wherein each pocket has an opening to permit

insertion and removal of a respective insert therefrom.

7. A girth as claimed in claim 6, wherein said opening is provided with a closure

means.

8. A girth as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein said pockets extend
transversely across the width of the cover member and are arranged parallel to one

another.

9. A girth as claimed in claim 8, wherein each pocket is open at one end to permit

insertion and removal of a respective insert.
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10. A girth as claimed in claim 9, wherein the open ends of the pockets are aligned

along or adjacent one side edge of the cover member, said side edge being folded
over to close the open ends of the pockets.

11. A girth as claimed in any proceeding claim, wherein the cover member is
attached to the girth belt by releasable fastening means.

12. A girth as claimed in claim 11, wherein said releasable fastening means
comprise hook and loop fasteners attached to mating faces of the girth belt and

cover member.

13. A girth as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein each insert comprises at

least one sheet or layer of absorbent material.

14. A girth as claimed in claim 13, wherein said at least one sheet or layer of

absorbent material comprises an outer layer of each insert.

15. A girth as claimed in claim 13, wherein each insert comprises at least one sheet
of absorbent material rolled into a cylindrical body.

16. A girth as claimed in any of claim 13, wherein each insert comprises at least
one sheet or layer of absorbent material provided around a foam core.

17. A girth as claimed in claim 13, wherein each insert comprises a preformed body
comprising or incorporating an absorbent material, said body being adapted to be

insertable into a respective pocket.

18. A girth as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the girth belt is made from
leather.

19. A saddle incorporating a girth as claimed in any preceding claim.
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