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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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MATCH-SAFE. 

990,118. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Apr. 18, 1911. 
Application filed September 24, 1910. Serial No. 583,692. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs D. DELLIN 

GER, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Enterprise, in the county of Haskell and 
State of Oklahoma, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Match - Safes, of 
which the following is a specification. 

This invention relates to improvements in 
match-safes of that type wherein the matches 
within the case are adapted to be delivered 
One at a time. 
The principal object of the invention is 

the provision of a match safe of this char 
acter that shall be provided with a novel 
form of extractor operatively connected with 
the case. 
Another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a match safe of the above stated 
character wherein a resilient latch member 
pivoted to the end of the safe is employed to 
retain the extractor in operative position. 
With these and other objects in view, as 

will appear as the description proceeds, the 
invention comprises the various novel fea 
tures of construction, combination and ar 
rangement of parts which will be more fully 
described hereinafter and pointed out with 
particularity in the appended claim. 
In the accompanying drawings which 

illustrate one embodiment of the invention, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the inven 
tion. Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal sec 
tional view of the same. Fig. 3 is a cross 
sectional view taken on the line 3-3 of Fig. 
2, and Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view of 
the extractor. - 

Similar reference characters are employed to designate corresponding parts through 
out the several views. 

Referring to the drawing, the invention 
consists of a box or case 1, the side walls 2 
of which are spaced apart approximately the 
width of a match, and hinged to one end is 
a cover 3, which is held in closed position 
by a suitable spring catch 4. 
The bottom of the case is bent around to 

provide an offset or laterally extending por 
tion 5 that has a longitudinal guide slot 6 in 
the upper part thereof. Mounted to slide 

end nearest the cover being reduced and pro 
vided with an upturned portion or finger 8 
that extends up between the side walls of the 
case to a point slightly less than the height 
of the match to be extracted. A stop lug 9 
formed at the side and at the point of re 
duction of the extractor extends up through 
the longitudinal slot 6 of the laterally ex 
tending portion 5. The slot 6 is of a length 
to limit the outward movement of the finger 
8 to a point within the length of the matches 
in the case so that the extractor can be 
readily pushed in to accommodate another 
match. The other end of the extractor is 
provided with a knob 10 that normally rests 
against the end wall of the case over the 
aperture 12 through which the matches are 
withdrawn and is held in such position by 
the end of a resilient latch member 11 piv 
oted at its upper end. 
When it is desired to remove a match from 

the case the latch member 11 is swung to one 
side and the extractor withdrawn until the 
stop lug 9 reaches the end of the slot by 
which operation the match is drawn out 
through the opening 12 in the end wall of 
the case. 
From the foregoing description taken in 

connection with the accompanying drawings, 
the advantages of the construction and of 
the method of operation will be readily ap 
parent to those skilled in the art to which 
the invention relates, and while I have de 
scribed the principle of operation of the in 
vention, together with the device which I 
now consider to be the best embodiment 
thereof, I desire to have it understood that 
the device shown is merely illustrative and 
that such changes may be made when de 
sired as are within the scope of the claim. 
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Having thus described the invention what 
I claim as new is:- 
A pocket match safe, the side walls of 

which are spaced apart the width of a match, 
a cover hinged at one end and an outlet 
opening at the opposite end near the bot 
tom, the said safe being laterally offset on 
One side at its bottom to form an extractor 
guide having a slot of less length than the 

upon the bottom and between the walls of matches in the upper part thereof, an ex the offset portion 5 is a match extractor, the tractor slidably mounted in the guide and 

100 



5 

g 990,118 

having a finger at one end which extends engaged over the said knob to retain the ex 
up between the walls of the safe, a stop lug tractor within the safe. 
formed on the extractor at the side and In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
slightly in advance of the finger, a knob on in presence of two witnesses. 
the opposite end of the extractor and nor- CHARLES D. DELLINGER. 
mally closing the outlet opening, and a latch Witnesses: m 
member consisting of a flat resilient spring C. E. BoHANNAN, 
pivoted to the end of the safe and removably J. F. EwANs. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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