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MOVABLE TABLE TOP 

Gustave Harder Binz, Chicago, III. 
Application November 26, 1943, Serial No. 51,774 

Claims. (C. 311-1) 
This invention relates to improvements in tables 

of the class utilized in connection with booths or 
compartments wherein an elongated table top is 
fixedly mounted between and in relatively close 
proximity to two elongated, for example two Seat 
capacity, Seats or benches. 
Booths or compartments of the foregoing gen 

eral arrangement are conventionally employed 
by food and beverage dispensing establishments 
in compact, multiple arrangement generally along 
a wall or in two rows divided by an intermediate 
end Wall permitting entrance to and exit from 
each booth at only one end. In such compact 
fixed installations the Seats are positioned close 
to the tables so as to provide the greatest annount 
of comfort and proximity of the table top to the 
booth occupants when seated. Conversely en 
trance to and exit from these booths is not gen 
erally possible in full standing position but re 
quires users to slide in or out in an intermediate 
crouched position or to move in and cut at best 
in a very narrow space. In addition to the fact 
such access is not as comfortable and Convenient, 
as might be desired, persons entering the booth 
and particularly those leaving often unavoidably 
brush their clothing on the table top and into con 
tact with spilled water or other beverages or food 
particles in dishes remaining on the table. Such 
Soiling of clothing is particularly apt to occur to 
ladies' coats and fur garments or other bulky gar 
ments and overcoats. 

It is therefore an object of my present inven 
tion to permit entrance to and exit from booths 
of the class described with greater facility and 
comfort and to greatly minimize the possibility 
of Soiling clothing by customers. I accomplish 
this in general by providing the tables With mov 
able tops. More specifically I interpose associated 
means between the table top, in either old or new 
installation, and the fixed standards or support 
means therefor which permits the outer or booth 
entrance end of the table to be moved laterally 
about a pivot adjacent the wall end of the table. 
This provides a relatively enlarged entrance or 
exit opening at the open end of the booth and 
may first be provided at one side of the table and 
then at the other in turn, after which the table 
top may be fixedly repositioned, locked or engaged 
in normal parallel spacing relationship between 
the opposed benches and employed for use in con 
ventional manner. 
Other objects relate to details of construction 

and arrangement of parts which will be apparent 
from a consideration of the following specifica 
tion and drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a booth arrangement of 
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the class described embodying a movable table top 
in accordance with my invention. 

Fig. 2 is an elevation of a booth construction 
viewed from the open end thereof. 

Fig. 3 is a Section on the line 3-3 Of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 
Figs. 5 and 6 are fragmentary sectional detail 

views illustrating a method of engaging the wall 
and outer end slide bolts or pins to the respective 
end portion of the table top in the form of con 
struction shown in Figs. 3 and 4. 

Fig. 7 is an elevation in longitudinal Section of 
a modified form of construction, with the table 
top in maximum inward position. 

Fig. 8 is a sectional view similar to that of Fig. 
9 but with the table top moved longitudinally and 
outwardly and in position to have its outer end 
pivoted laterally. 

Fig. 9 is a section on the line 9-9 of Fig. 7. 
Referring to the drawings, the booth unit illus 

trated in FigS. 1 and 2 comprises an end or di. 
vider wall f, a pair of elongated parallel fixed - 
seats or benches , extending endwise to the 
wall 9, and a fixed parallel intermediately posi 
tioned table comprising a top 2, an outer Sup 
porting leg or standard 3 secured to the floor 
4 and an inner end supporting bracket or ledge 
5 Secured to and extending from the Wall 0. 
Extending between the wall bracket 5, which 
may be substantially equal to the Width of the 
table top 2 at its inner end, and inclining to 
the relatively narrower Standard 3 are a pair of 
side members 6, 6 which are of sufficient width 
to conceal the interrelated movable table top 
parts, hereinafter more fully described, and if 
necessary, to vertically stabilize the standard f3, 
which is not fixedly secured to and stayed by the 
table top as in prior conventional fixed top con 
Structions. 
From an observation of Figs. 1 and 2 which 

illustrate conventional positioning of the table 
and benches with respect to the end Wall and 
their best approximate positioning with respect 
to each other, it will be evident that the free ver 
tical space between a longitudinal edge of the 
table top and the forward edge of an adjacent 
bench seat is limited so as to bring the table 
top in greatest proximity to a Seated booth Occu 
pant. This limited spacing necessitates ingress 
and egress by a half sitting sliding movement with 
danger of brushing or sweeping of the table top 
and matters thereon by the occupants' garments, 
particularly when leaving. In order to facilitate 
such movements by occupants or proposed occu 
pants to the greatest extent possible, I provide 
means for permitting the table top to be pivotally 

  



2 
shifted as illustrated by the dotted position of the 
table top in Fig. 1, so as to provide an enlarged 
angular opening between the side of the table 
and the bench which permits seating with ease 
at an outer end of the table after which the first 
entrant may slide over against the Wall and a 
second occupant to become likewise seated. The 
table top may thereafter be pivoted in the oppo 
site direction to permit persons to become like 
wise seated on the opposite side, after which the 
table top is set in normal laterally fixed position 
intermediate and parallel to the two benches. 

Figs. 1 to 6 disclose one arrangement in accord 
ance with the present invention of means for per 
mitting such movement of the table top 2. 
Thus, although the top 2 is supported horizon 
tally by the leg 3 and the wall bracket 5, in 
stead of being fixedly secured to these parts as is 
conventional, it is movable laterally to a limited 
degree about a pivot after being released from it 
longitudinally locked position. The movable 
mounting means comprises a guide plate Se 
cured to the bracket 5 on the wall by suit 
able screws as at 8, the plate 7 projecting from 
the bracket and being formed with a slot 9, the 
plate being secured to the bracket in a position 
so as to cause the slot 9 to extend parallel to 
and midway between the lateral ends of the 
bracket 5. It Will be understood that instead of 
the bracket 5 being secured to the Wall C, the 
table top may be supported otherwise, such as 
by means of an additional leg or standard, Such 
as the standard 3, in which case the bracket 5 
or a similar projecting ledge such as the ledge 
30 may be secured to such second standard. Se 
cured to the underside of the top 2 adjacent its 
wall end and on its longitudinal axis is the keeper 
pin or headed bolt 20 which extends through the 
slot; 9 and is slidably engaged therethrough to 
the plate 7 by means of the nut 2. Although 
the pin 20 may be secured to the underface of the 
top 2 in various other manners, such as for ex 
ample direct threaded engagement, in Order to 
facilitate installation I preferably secure it as 
illustrated by extending the bolt through a 
hanger plate 22, and affix the plate 22 to the 
underface of the table by means of wood screws 
23. The bolt or keeper pin 29 is positioned so 
that when it abuts the Wall end of the slot 9 
it will cause the wall end of the table top 2 to 
remain slightly spaced from the wall fo, the spac 
ing being for the purpose of avoiding accidental 
injury to the fingers of booth occupants or 
others. When returning the table top to normal 
position. The hanger plate 22 is also maintained 
in Spaced relation to the underside of the table 
by means of the spacer strips 24 so as to permit 
it to additionally act as a bearing plate slidable 
on the projection of the slotted guide plate T. 
The underface of the forward or outer end por 

tion of the table top 2 is likewise provided with 
a keeper pin or headed bolt 25 secured on the 
longitudinal axis of the table top by means of 
an attachment slide plate 26 and wood screws 
2, and held spaced for sliding movement on the 
guide plate 29 by means of the spacer strips 28. 
The guide plate 29 is suspended horizontally from 
the standard 3 through the projecting ledge 30 
to which it is secured by means of screws 3. 
The guide plate 29 is provided with connecting 
slots formed by the arcuate slot portion 32 and 
the bisecting radial slot portion 33, the arc of slot 
portion 32 being generated on a radius having a 
length equal to the distance between the fixed 
pins 20 and 25. The guide plate 29 is secured 
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2,896,242 
to the ledge 30 in a position whereby the slot por 
tion 33, similar to the slot 9, lies normally along 
the longitudinal axis of the table top 2. The 
pin 25 extends through the slotted portion of 
guide plate 29 and is slidably engaged thereto by 
means of the nut 34. 
The length of the slot 33, which serves pri 

marily to hold the table top in normal longitu 
dinal position and locked against pivotal move 
ment until desired, and slot 9 are substantially 
equal, and the spacing between the pins 20 and 25 
is such that when the table top 2 is moved lon 
gitudinally towards the wall the pins both ride 
to abutment against the inner ends of their re 
spective slots as illustrated in Fig. 4, and in such 
position the table top is held against lateral 
movement. Conversely when the table top is 
moved in a direction towards the booth entrance 
opening as illustrated by the dotted lines of Fig. 
3, the pins are carried to the outer ends of their 
respective aligned slots. However, in this latter 
position the pin 20 abuts against the outer end of 
its slot f9 whereas the pin 25 may move in the 
connecting arcuate slot 34 in a lateral direction, 
either clockwise or counterclockwise about the 
pin 20 as a pivot, to the terminal ends of the slot 
34, and to thereby permit an angular spacing of 
the table top from its adjacent benches to 
provide an enlarged entrance or exit opening for 
the users thereof. 
Although not shown, I may provide spring ten 

sion means for urging and retaining the table top 
to normal position, by for example securing one 
end of a coil spring to the undersurface of the 
table top and the other end to some convenient 
anchorage such as the Wall 0 or its bracket S. 
The modified form of construction illustrated 

in Figs, 7 to 9 is functionally the same as the form 
previously described herein, the prime difference 
therefrom being that the slotted guide plates are 
secured to the underface of the table, with slight 
structural modification in the Outer end guide 
plate, and that the pair of cooperative pins are 
secured to lateral projections from the end wall 
and standard. Thus I provide an inner end guide 
plate 35 provided with a slot 36 and secure it to 
the under face of the table top 2 in spaced 
parallel relationship through the spacer strips 37, 
by means of screws 38, so that the slot lies on 
the horizontal axis of the takle top. Adjacent the 
outer end of the table top and to the under face 
thereof I similarly secure the guide plate 39 in 
spaced relationship through the strips 40, by 
means of screws 4. The guide plate 39, similar 
to the guide plate 29, is provided with an arcuate 
slot portion 42 and an intersecting connecting 
radial slot portion 43, except that in this instance 
the slot portion 43 opens to the convex face of 
the arcuate portion 42. 
A pin or headed bolt 44 is slidably engaged 

within the slot 36 and is fixedly secured to the 
bearing plate 45, the bearing plate 45 being in 
turn secured between the transverse spacer strip 
46 and the wall bracket 47, by suitable screws as 
at 48 and 49 respectively. The strip 46 may be 
additionally secured between the inclined con 
cealment and stabilizer members 6, S, and the 
bracket 4 may be additionally supported from 
the angle piece 50 secured to it and to the wall 9. 
Similarly a pin or headed bolt, 5 is slidably en 
gaged through the slotted portions of guide plate 
39 and is fixedly secured to the bearing plate 52, 
the bearing plate 52 being in turn secured be 
tween the transverse spacer strip S3 and the 
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standard ledge 54, by suitable screws as at 55 
and 56 respectively. 
In Operation of this form of construction, 

movement of the table top longitudinally causes 
the aligned slots 42 and 36 of its carried guide 
plates to ride along the fixed pins 5 and 44 re 
Spectively until the outer ends of the slots abut 
against the pins in which position the table top 
is held against lateral or pivotal movement as ill 
lustrated in Figs. 7 and 9. When the table top 
is moved longitudinally outwardly, as illustrated 
in Fig. 8, to the limit of slot 36, which until such 
point acts as lateral movement locking means, 
arcuate slot 43 embraces pin 5 and thereafter 
the table top may be moved laterally within the 
limits of slot 43 about pin 44 as a pivot, to provide 
angular spacing between the table top 2 and a 
bench as described with respect to the form of 
Figs. 1 to 6. In this form I may likewise provide, 
although not illustrated, spring tension means to 
yieldably hold the table top in normal position if 
desired, 

I claim as my invention: 
1. The combination with a rectangular table 

top and support means therefor of longitudinally 
Slidable and pivotal engagement means inter 
posed between then adjacent one end of the table 
top and longitudinally and arcuate laterally slid 
able engagement means interposed between them 
adjacent the opposed end of the table top where 
by said table top may be successively moved lon 
gitudinally relative to its support means and the 
latter end moved laterally in an arcuate path 
about the pivotal engagement means as an axis. 

2. The combination with an elongated table top 3 
adapted to be positioned endwise closely adjacent 
to a Wall and in parallel relationship between a 
pair of opposed seats of substantially equal length 
thereto and fixed support means therefor adja 
cent the opposed ends thereof of longitudinally 
slidable and pivotal engagement means interposed 
adjacent the wall end of said table top and lon 
gitudinally and laterally slidable engagement 
means interposed adjacent the Outer end of the 
table top whereby said table top may be succes 
sively moved longitudinally to a limited extent in 
a direction away from said wall and the outer 
end moved laterally in an arcuate path about the 
pivotal engagement means as an axis to angular 
relationship to said seats. 

3. The combination with an elongated table 
top and Support means therefor of movable en 
gagement means interposed therebetween com 
prising a guideway member adjacent one end of 
said table top formed with a slot extending lon 
gitudinally of the table top, a keeper pin in rela 
tive slidable and pivotal engagement therewith, 
a second guideway member adjacent the opposed 
end of said table top formed With an arcuate slot 
and a medially intersecting connecting slot ex 
tending in alignment with the slot in said first 
mentioned guideway member, and a second keep 
er pin in relative slidable engagement with said 
second guideway member whereby said table top 
may be successively moved longitudinally and 
pivoted laterally to the limits of said arcuate slot 
about the axis of said first mentioned keeper pin. 

4. The combination with an elongated table 
top adapted to be positioned endWise closely ad 
jacent to a wall and in parallel relationship be 
tween a pair of Opposed Seats of Substantially 
equal length thereto and relatively fixed support 
means therefor adjacent the Opposed ends thereof 
of movable engagement means interposed there 
between comprising a guideway member adjacent 
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3 
the wall end of said table top formed with a slot 
extending on the longitudinal axis of the table 
top, a keeper pin in relative slidable and pivotal 
engagement thereWith, a second guideway mem 
ber adjacent the outer end of said table top 
formed With an arcuate slot and a medially inter 
Secting connecting slot extending in alignment 
with the slot in said wall end guideway member, 
and a Second keeper pin in relative slidable en 
gagement with Said outer end guideway member 
whereby said table top may be successively moved 
longitudinally to a limited extent in a direction 
a Way from Said wall and pivoted laterally to the 
limits of Said arcuate slot about the axis of said 
first mentioned keeper pin to angular relation 
ship to said Seats. 

5. The combination with an elongated table 
top and relatively fixed support means therefor 
adjacent the opposed ends thereof of movable 
engagement means interposed therebetween com 
prising a guideway member extending from one 
of Said end Supports parallel to said table top 
formed with a slot extending longitudinally of 
the table top, a keeper pin extending from said 
table top in relative slidable and pivotal engage 
ment with said guideway member, a second guide 
way member extending from the opposed end 
Support parallel to Said table top formed with 
an arcuate slot and a radial intersecting con 
necting slot extending in alignment with the slot 
in Said first mentioned guideway member, and a 
Second keeper pin extending from said table top 
in relative slidable engagement with said second 
guideway member whereby said table top may be 
Successively noved longitudinally in a direction 
towards said arcuate slot and thereafter pivoted 
laterally to the limits of said arcuate slot about 
the axis of Said first mentioned keeper pin. 

6. The combination with an elongated table 
top and relatively fixed support means therefor 
adjacent the opposed ends thereof of movable en 
gagement means interposed therebetween com 
prising a guideway member secured to adjacent 
One end of Said table top formed with a slot ex 
tending longitudinally of the table top, a keeper 
pin in relative slidable and pivotal engagement 
thereWith extending from one of Said end Sup 
ports, a second guideway member secured to ad 
jacent the opposed end of said table top formed 
with an arcuate slot and a radially extending in 
tersecting connecting slot extending in align 
ment with the slot in said first mentioned guide 
way member, and a Second keeper pin extend 
ing from the opposed end support in relative slid 
able engagement with said second guideway 
member whereby Said table top may be succes 
sively moved longitudinally in a direction towards 
said arcuate slot and thereafter pivoted laterally 
to the limits of Said arcuate slot about the axis 
of Said first mentioned keeper pin. 

7. The combination with an elongated table 
top and relatively fixed support means therefor 
extending under the opposed end portions there 
of of pivotal engagement means interposed there 
between adjacent one end of the table top and 
laterally slidable engagement means interposed 
between them adjacent the opposed end of the 
table top whereby said table top may be moved 
laterally in an arcuate path about the pivotal 
engagement means as an axis and interposed in 
terlocking engagement means for maintaining 
Said table top in normal longitudinal alignment 
On its Said Support means. 

GUSTAWE HARDER BINZ. 

  


