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ThiS invention º relate:S to neW and . Seft im 
prOvermentS in applicatorS for U.Se in º diSpenSing 
parmaceutical formulationS in the nature : Of.. 
Solid tabletS, Semi-Solid - tabletS, gelatin "coated 
capSules, and the like intor º body i cavities; and 
Specifically relate:S to applicators and dispensers 
adapted to the introduction of Such pharmaceu 
tical formuliationS into the vagina. 

Heretofore it has been the practice to introduce 
Stich i pharmaceuticali i formulations as tabletS, 
gelatin coated capSules - and the like intor body 
Cavitie:S by means of digital action orºby means of 
a, non-disposable mechanical dispenser. The re 
peated. USe of a nOn-dispoSable dispenser entailS. 
SEVeral disadvantageS; the reuse of a mechanical 
diSpÉNSer in instanceS. Where a vaginali infection is 
being treated Subjects the patient to the hazard 
of reinfection unless adequate precautions are: 
taken to sterilize the dispenser after each use. 
The practice of introducing tablets , into i body." 
cavities by means of digital action also is apt to 
presert hazards of infection ard reinfection. 
An object of this invention is to provide a Sim 

ple dispenser by means of which a solid, semi 
Solid, gelatin coated capsule, and the like may be 
neatly, quickly, and i conveniently dispensed into 
a body cavity and Specifically into the human 
vagina. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

a dispenser of simple and inexpensive º construc 
tion which may be readily manufactured in large 
quantities and which may be economically dis 
carded Or disposed of after a Single use. 
Another and further object of this invention is 

to provide a dispenser which in additio to pro 
Viding means for administering pharmaceutical 
compositionS in the nature of solid or Semi-solid 
tabletS into a body cavity also serves to provide º 
a, holder or container for the tablet prior to its 
being diSpensed. 
A still further object of this invention is to pro 

vide a dispenser of the class described which is 
adapted to maintain its contentS in a-sterile con 
dition up to the time of U.Se and from which the 
said contents contained therein may readilly and 
conveniently be projected into a body cavity with 
out º eXposure to contamination. 
An important Object of this invention is to 

provide a package of a dispenser and tablet which 
is not buky and which is convenient to use. 
Other objectS Will appear from the: following 

deScription and diraWing as Well , aS in the ap 
pended claims. 

In the accompanying diraWing a Structure has 
been disco,Sed Which is deSigned tocary.out.the 
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Various objects of this invention, but it is to be 
lEnderstood i that the invention is not confined 
to the exact" features in the drawing but that 
various changes may be made within the scope 
of the claims, which are appended. 

In the i drawing: 
Fig. 1. is a plan view in front elevation of the 

dispenser in retracted position; 
Fig. 2 is a Side elevation of a dispenser in re 

tracted i position; 
Fig. 3: is a view in croSS-Section taken on the 

line 3-3 of Fig. 2 of the dispenser in retracted 
position and Showing the tablet in position; 

Fig. 4 : iS. a. Wie:W. in croSS-Section Similar : to. Fig. 
3, but Showing the device in forward position 
atEr* the tabiet has been expelled; 

Fig. 5 iS; ani, erharged' COSS-Section on the line 
5-1- of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 6: iS: aH : en larged. CrOSS-Section on the line 
----8 of Fig. 3; and 
Eig. 7 is a view in front elevation of a dispenser 

ir cioSed position. 
Thie:Ínovel dispenser herein described comprises 

a tibië: 9 slaaving a portion - of its length progres 
Sively flattened, toward end , which is adapted 
to "contain a , tablet. I 4. In the preferred, form, 
tube ( has a portion of its length, adjacent to 
end 2 f, of, uniform Circular, CrOSS-Section. . A Sec 
od tube: ? Slidably and frictionally, fitted into 
fiEstr ttber 10. is progressively fiattened toward itS 
end adjacent to the tablet-receiving end of the 
first tube and in the preferred form has a portion 
of: itSelength of; uniform croSS-Section adjacent 
tO end 22. 

Figs. i and 2 show the device in its preferred 
form in the retracted position in which a tablet 
iS , contained entirely Within end - i 6 of tube 3. 
Fig. 3 shows, a cross-section of the device and 
illüstrate.S. the ºposition of :: the i tubes. When, te 
tablet is in position in i end - 86 of tube : . 

* Int maantufacturing the applicator device - two 
tubes i of uniform -- croSS-section throughout their 
leihgth ; are; placed in a pOSition SO that the lowe: 
ends : of the Outer tube and 3 of the inner 
tube are adjacent, a S. illustrated in Fig. 7, and 
the aSSebly. is then progreSSiWely i flattened to 
Ward the ends in adjacent position. In its pre 
ferred foFra inner i tube , 2 is Slightly longer tan 
outer º tube: , : Since this gives: graSping means 
for Withdrawing the inner tube to its retracted 
positieon, aS ShoWn in FigS. 1 and - 2. g. 5. i US 
trates: the fattened outer tube ' and the posi 
tion of :the tablet in that tube. In the preferred 
form of the device, the fiattening begins as Sight | 
distance from end 20 of the outer tube, this leav-- 
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tirely composed of materials capable of swelling 
in water. 

4. A device according to claim 1 which is com 
posed of water-absorbing material. 

5. A combined package and applicator com- : 
prising inner and outer telescoping tubes with 
their adjacent surfaces in frictional engage 
ment, with one end of the inner tube spaced from 
the corresponding end of the outer tube; a tablet 
Snugly positioned within the outer tube in the 
Space thereof between said corresponding tube 
ends, said tubes in the vicinity of one end of the 
package having the same cross-sectional con 
figuration and being correspondingly deformed 
to a different configuration at the other end of 
the package in a manner to limit relative longi 
tudinal movement of the tubes substantially to 
that which will permit the tablet to be expelled 
from the outer tube. 

6. A combined package and applicator com 
prising inner and outer telescoping tubes with 
their adjacent surfaces in frictional engage 
ment, with one end of the inner tube spaced 
from the corresponding end of the outer tube; 
a tablet Smugly positioned within the outer tube 
in the space thereof between said correspond 
ing tube ends, said tubes being correspondingly 
deformed at the end adjacent to the tablet to a 
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flattened configuration in cross-section and be 
ing progressively less flattened toward a point 
near the other end of the package, at which 
point the tubes are circular in cross-section in 
a manner to limit relative longitudinal move 
ment of the tubes substantially to that which 
will permit the tablet to be expelled from the 
outer tube. 

7. A device according to claim 5 which is com 
posed of water-absorbing material. 

8. A device according to claim 5 which is en 
tirely composed of materials capable of swell 
ing in water. 
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